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1 .  E D ' S  C O L U M N

"I 'm on the sea!  I 'm on the sea!
I am where I would ever be,
Wi th the b lue above and the b lue below
And s i lence whereso 'er  f  go."

Somehow, I  don ' t  th ink Bryan Wal ler  Procter  (1787 -  1874)  would
haved penned these ] ines if  he'd had the opportunity to cross the
So' lent  on a b lustery Sunday in  Ju ly  in  the la te 20th century.
However, this is fatuous and hardly relevant.

we1l, the 1991 season is start ing to weigh heavy with barnacles, algae
and l i tchen and i t  won' t  be long before we must  beach her .  I t 's  a
pity that no-one has invented an anti-foul ing treatment for Time.
Looking back, there seems to have been more action on dry land than
on the water i f  the amount of logs and cruising chatter received is
anyth ing to  go by.  Thank goodness the same handfu l  o f  members who
usually contribute to the news'letter have helped out again.

Poor sai l ing condit ions early in the season left us al l  a bit frustrated
but  the last  couple of  months have g iven us g lor ious sa i l ing
condi t ions.  Even as I  wr i te  th is  (mid-september) ,  I 'm s i t t ing in  the
garden enjoying the sunshine. Nevertheless, this t ime of year always
reminds me of my MFI dining room table - the leaves fal l  off every
au tumn.

On dry land, i t  is heartening to record an increase in Association
membership. We are almost at the 100 boats mark at the last count.
As a further recruitment drive, I  have sent out a couple of press
releases about the Association to the yachting magazines so with luck,
that should bring in a few more. If  you know any Swift owners that
are not members - give them a nudge. Alternatively, 1et me have
thei r  deta i ls  and I '11 g ive them a nudge.

As some of you know, Swift Boats Ltd went into voluntary 
' l ' iquidation.

The Association is keeping an eye on developments, with part icular
attention towards the interests of members, the availability of spares
and the cont inued and future success of  the marque.  My thanks go
to Chris O'Brien for keeping me informed, and a special big thank-
you to Roger Marsh who not on' ly provides information, advice and
guidance on the situation, but who is workjng t irelessly to ensure
a good future for the Swift.

On a personal note, my thanks for the good wishes and support
which I received after pub' l ishing my last "Ed's Column". For those of
you who are interested, my boat "GIULIA" went to a good home and
I'm happy to see that her new owner, Mike Crook, has joined the
Association. Thank you also to Roger and Carina Pigden (SO 134) who
made sure that my season was not without a taste of salt water.
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2 .  ADMIN NOTES

REPRESENTATIVES
Volunteers are st i l l  required to represent the fol lowing areas:

SCOTLAND
LAKES AND NORTH WEST
MIDLANDS
SOUTH WEST
EAST COAST
WALES

Very l i t t le effort is required to fulf i l l  these duties. Maybe a short
report for the newsletter, and perhaps to organise a ral ly or a
regional  lay ing up supper  i f  poss ib le .  I 'm sure there must  be someone
wi l l ing to  spend a few minutes to  help out .  I f  anyone is  in terested
please contact me.

E d .

MEMBERSHIP  L IST
several weeks ago it  came to our attention that the membership l ist
was being used for the purposes of commercial canvassing without
permission. As soon as this was realised, steps were taken to stop
the situation. Apologies have been received.

EXCLUSIVE OFFER
Comp' le te your  sh ip 's  inventory wi th  a S18 burgee.  You' l l  be the envy
of the marina as you gl ide up to your berth f ly ' ing the dist inctive
flag that sets you apart from the rest. You'l l  know which way the
wind blows with a S18 burgee. Only f5.40 incl postage.
Gent lemen,  here 's  what  you 've been wai t ing for .  The promot ion at
work that has passed you by so often is now yours for the taking.
That  cute l i t t le  b londe you 've been eyeing up wi l l  mel t  in  your  arms
and your seat in the Admirals Marquee at Cowes Week wil l  be assured
when you are seen wearing the swift Association Tie. That blend of
r ich navy blue with dist inctive gold str ips and fashionable S18 logo
can adorn your neck for just €4.00 incl postage.
Ladies. Tired of the same old wardrobe but can't afford Bond Street
prices? Here's the answer to your clothing crisis. The Swift
Association Neck scarf wil l  have the boys whistl ing and the men
obeying.  From the boardroom to the n ightc lub you ' l l  be not iced in
that  haunt ing dark b lue square wi th  the pure whi te  border  and that
tantal ising 518 designer lable. The possibi l i t ies are endless with i ts
amazing versati l i ty - and it  folds up small enough to pop in your
pocket. The swift Associat ' ion Neck scarf can be yours for only €4.00
incl postage.
Go on -  don ' t  fo l low fashion.  Set  i t !

Apply to Chris O'Brien for deta' i ls.
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TREASURERS BIT

You haven't heard from me for a while because in the early'part of the year membership
renewals were rather sluggish and I thought that were were going to have our worst year ever.
O ye of little faith! Past owners have done a sterling job in recommending the Association to
new buyers so that, even though eight members did not renew their subs-ription and
seventeen boats changed hands to our knowledge, we now have similar numbers to last
year.

This underlies that importance to the Association of members passing on information to the
buyers of their boats and to the Association. lf we can keep track of the nanes and
addresdes of owners, even if they do not become members immediately, at least we have a
chance. There are so many boats now that we have completely lost track of that I doubt we
will ever be able to build a complete picture again.

So, a belated thanks to past owners who have helped us keep our membaship up to 3tr/o of
all boats built!

Chris O'Brien
Treasurer

THE BUILDING OF SWIFTS
Many of you will now be aware that swift Boats Ltd has gone bust.
unfortunately a large number of people, including some members,
have lost money as a result of this collapse.

Now that swift Boats Ltd has failed, the mould tools and production
rights are up for sale again. The Association is keeping in touch with
events so that good relations may be forged with the eventual
buyer(s) of the moulds. once the present recession is over, the
consensus of opinion seems to be that there is srill a lot of life left
in the swift 18 and 20, and the swift 23 has a bright future. In the
hands of a f inancial ly sound and established company r am sure that
this is true. whatever develops we will keep members informed.

In the meantime, if you have a problem with spare parts, I suggest
that you contact either myself or Doug Brodie. Likewise, i f  any
members have found a good source of supply of parts, please let us
know.

Chris O'Brien SO 231001
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, . REGIONAL ROUNDUP

NEWS FROM RUTLAND WATER
As september dawns,  beaut i fu l  and breezy,  Swi f ts  a t  Rui land water
are "wait ing for the t ide" so to speak. Tl ie water level has, and is
cont inu ing,  to  drop at  an a larming rate.  we are s t i l l  managing tolaunch and recover our swifts uu1 it  would ue nice to be able to
open the f lood gates and f i l l  the reservoir. However, thjs is the price
we pay for  n ice dry summers.

The season at  Rut land star ted rate wi th  a co ld spr ing but  s ince earryJuly we have had some good weather, good saihng and a lot of fun.

Last  month,  i t  was the Cru iser  F leet  barbeque wj th  four  Swi f ts  be ingpresent :  QUADRILLE,  ApERITIF,  DUET and cHAos.  This  proved a good
day a i l  round.

There are now 1s swi f ts  on Rutrand.  Ten are dry-sa i red,  three are onpermanent  moor ings and one wi th  a d i f ference!  This  is  HAppy DoG.
This Swift was buil t  for an extraordinary voyage with a f ixed f in keelneeding a draught of s feet. euite a remart<iure boat, now sitt ing on
a t ra i ler  about  8 feet  f rom the ground.

I have had enquir ies from people who are 
' looking 

to buy a
secondhand swi f t  wi th  eoncerns aboi . r t  the indent  be low ihe ch ine,
about 1/3 from the bow on the port or starboard side of the boat.
Many Swi f ts  have th is  indent ,  some more pronounced than others.  r t
is  not  a  fau l t  or  a  weakness and in  no way should th is  cause
concern. If  this is a worry to the owner i t  can easily be remedied.

Pat  & Char les Fr isby (SO 219 CHAOS)

There are a few swifts at Rutrand who are not members of the
Association ( including QURORILLE). How about some canvassing,
Charles. - Ed

A QUICK RECOVERY
Members who sail  out of Bucklers Hard on the Beaulieu River have
the opportunity of using our short wheel base, 4 wheel drive Land
Rover. This offers. superbly easy launching and ."co,rery -
part icularly at awkward t imes of the t ide. we have used it  at high
t ide (when ondinary car  wheels  won' t  gr ip  on the s tones)  and . i  lo*
t ide (when the trai ler is over the edgJ oi the sl ipway) "nO th, LanO
Rover  d idn ' t  even f l inch!  I f  anyone is  in terested 

' in  
jo in ing our  pool

of users please contact me.

Roser  Pigden (SO 134 CHARISMA)

LAYING UP SUPPERS
A southern 

' lay ing 
up supper  has been organised for  the 2nd

November at rhe Queen Inn in Dummer, near Basingstoke. Rnyone *r,o
is interested in going along, and has not already received
information, please contact me right away.
I would be interested to hear from members wishing to organise otherlay ing up suppers in  other  par ts  of  the Country .  fhe Rssdciat ion isprepared to contribute f inancial ly to the evening. _Ed

\.
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Enc losed are  a  coup le  o f  ideas  tha t  make l i fe  a  l i t t le  eas ie r  on  board
Ki t t . iwake.  The f i rs t  i s  a  waterproo f  s to rage box ,  the  second prevents
the  rubber  ro l le rs  on  the  t ra i le r  f rom mark ing  the  hu l l .  I  have a lso
include.d a longer art ic le on some improvements I  have made to
K i t t iwake;  e lec t r i cs ,  e lec t ron ics  and a  mast  head V l iF  aer ia l .

W a t e r p r o o f  S t o r a q e  B o x

M r r  € = f h a r - i - - l a w  f i r s t  s h o w e d  m e  t h i s  i d e a  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h i c h r  i s"_r
€nr  r  e { - r^n-  enC reasonab ly  waterproo f  s to rage box  fo r  use  on  smal le r(
v e s s e l s .

I t  i s  made f rom th ree  p las t i c  wash ing  up  bowls .  Cut  a  ho le  in  the
bot tom o f  one,  leav ing  a  1 ip  to  he lp  ho ld  i tems in  the  box .  (Many
bowls  have a  r idge in  the  bo t tom,  cu t t ing  ins ide  th is  re ta ins  the
strengtLr of the bowl.  )  Then place this bowl up side down over tLre
second one and fasten the two together around the outside r im. This
can be  done w i th  sc rews or  w i th  pop r i ve ts .  Before  f ina l l y  fas ten ing
the two together,  coat the r im of one bowl with a sealant to prewent
water gett ing in.  Once the two are fastened together the box is made.
The 1id is the third bowl placed up side down over the bowl withr a
ho le !  I t  i s  essent ia l  tha t  the  bowls  a re  a l l  the  same or  a  they  won ' t
f i t  toge ther  p roper ly .  A  l ine  can be  aL tached to  the  l id  f rom the
'box '  to  p revent  i t  f loa t ing  away/  o r  i t  can  be  le f t  loose.

The box  is  fa i r l y  s t rong and water  t igh t ,  bu t  l igh t .  On K i t t iwake we
use i t  for keeping al l  the gal. Iey i tems suclr  as large knives, cut lery,
n ' l  : f  a c  a { - a  :,  and Lrawe a separate one as the 'bosons locker/  with al . l
the  b i ts  and p ieces  tha t  I  can / t  sa i l  w i tb r .ou t !

Rubber rub stoppers

This idea is even simpler.  The rubber roJ.J.ers on the docking arms of
the SBS trai ler tend to mark thre sides of the hul l ,  part icular ly wh.en
* a f r i o " ' i n - ; n  a  c r o s s  t i d e .  T o  s t o p  t h i s  I  h a v e  s t i t c h e d  a  p i e c e  o f
carpet round thre roJ. lers so that the huJ.J. can st i l l  s l ide against t t re
arms, but there is no rubber to mark the hul l .  This also covers the
spl i t  pins at t l re top of the docking arm so that i t  can' t  scratch
anything l ike legs, arms or rnore important ly,  the huII !

Al l  I  used was a piece of carpet large enougih to go round t l re rolJ.er
and be  sown w i th  wh ipp ing  cord  on  the  \ou ts ide ' .  I  s t i t ched the  top
and bo t t ,om as  we l l  as  tL re  s ide  so  thaL i t  can ' t  s l ide  o f f .

Hopeful ly this wi l l  reduce t l re amount of elbow g'rease needed to keep
the  hu l I  c lean !

t ; - - '
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T H I N K I N G  O F  S E L L I N G ?

E v e n  t h e  m o s t  d e d i c a t e d  s r r r i f t i e  m a y  o n e  d a y  n e e d  a  c h a n g e !
I f  t h a t  d a y  h a s  c o m e  f o r  y o U r  y o u  m a y  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  k n o u r  t h a tw l a r l i n  r u n s  a  s u c c e s s f u r  u r o t e r a g e  s l r v i c e  f o r  g o o d  u s e d  s r r L i f t s1 B r s ,  2 0 r s 1  2 3 t s  o r  E x p l o r e r s .

i t j e  a d v e r t i s e  e v e r y  m o n t h ,  r y n  _ ?  r e g u l a r  n e u r s l e t t e r  t o  c i r c u l a t e  t h eb o a t s r d e t a i l s ,  a n d  h a v e  a  4 - f i g r r S . u r t o m e r  d a t a b a s e  t o  u r o r k  o h rh a v i n g  b e e n  s e l l i n g  a n d  m a r k e t , i n g  S t r i f  t s  f  o r  5  y e a r s  n o u r .  s o m e  o f  y o ut r t i l l  h a v e  o r i g i n a l l y  b o u g h t  y o u r  b o a t s  -  n e u  o r  u s e d  -  f  r o m  u s .  0 t h e r s' T a y  e v e n  h a v e  o n e  o f  o u r  o u n  M a r l i n - b u i l t  4 0 0 - s e r i e s  S r r r i f  t  1  B  r  s  o r2 0 r s .  t r J e  a r e  i n  a n  e x c e l r e n t  p o s i t i o n  a ;  g e t  a  f  a i r  p r i c e  f  o r  y o u rs u l i f  t  U i t h i n  
? .  I e ? s o n a b r - e  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  a s  m a n y  s a t i s f  i e d  u s e r s  o fo u r  s e r v i c e  u i l l  t e s t i f y .

S h o u l d  y o u  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u r c h a s i n g  o n eo r  p o u J e r  r  f  o r  u h i c h  r r l e  a r e  d e a l e r s ,  , J  c a ne x i s t i n g  S u i f t  i n  p a r t - e x c h a n o e .

ADVERTISEI'{ENT

MARLiN
MARLIN INTERNATIONAL LTD. CHARTWOOD HOUSE BREAMORE HAMPSHIRE SP6 2EFENGLAND rEL: 0725 22472

o f  t h e  l a r g e r  c r a f t ,  s a i l
m o s t  l i k e l y  e v e n  t a k e  y o u r

D o  g i v e  R o g e r  f 4 a r s h  o f  f v l a r l i n  a  c a 1 l ,  , i t h o u t  o b l i g a t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,i f  v o u  t h i n k  u e  c a n  b e  o f  h e l p  -  u e  " n " i l  b e  m o r e ; ; " ;  g r a d  t o  d i s c u s st h e  d e t a i l s  r r l i t h  y o u .
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InstalJ-ing an Echo Sounder and Log

In the two years that Hi lary and I  have had Kit t iwake, I  have

been mumbling about gett ing an echo sounder and 1og for her '

This came to a head when I  heard. that a member of our sai l ing

c lub  who runs  a  mar ine  e lec t ron ics  bus iness  f i rm had the  Stowe

Navsounder  and Nav iga tor  1  a t  very  reasonab le  p r ices .

Now I  on ly  had to  ins ta l l  them!  The job  broke down in to  four

s tages ;  ins ta l l  the  ins t rument  head,  ins ta l l  the  sensors

(transd.ucer and paddle wheel)  ,  wire the instrument heads to the

\2V supp ly  and run  the  sensor  cab les  th rough '

InstalJ-ingi ttre Instrunent Eeads

The f i rs t  task  was to  ge t  ho ld  o f  the  r igh t  s ized  ho le  cu t te r .

Th is  i s  essent ia l .  s ince  there  were  a  number  o f  peop le  in  the

club who had bought instruments a 4| |  hrole cutter had been

acquired on shori  term loan. I  marked up wLrere I  wanted thre

instrument head.s to be and cut the holes into the cockpit

bulkhead high and to port  of  the hatclrway. This revealed the

known gap Uetween the bulkhead and the cabin l iner -  about 9mm'

The tof hole hrad cut through part  of  the spacer block that the

l iner  mount ing  Screw screwed in to  -  and there fore  a  sPacer  was

needed fo r  the  lower  mount ing  bracket  fo r  the  top  ins t rument '

Then the bracket needed to be tr immed down by about 9mm' Once

f i t ted permanently the instrument head wi l l  need to be bedded in

s i l i con  seafan t ,  bu t  no t  un t i l  the  very  end o f  the  ins ta l la t ion .

D iagram L ;  Ins t rument  Head F i t t ing

wooden spac ing  b lock
(Same beJ-ow)

Instrument Head- < - - l o c k i n q  s c r e w

Cockpit  bulkhead-

Instal-J.ing the Sensors

Cab in  l in ing  ( In te r io r )

This was t tre most fr ightening job I  have ever done on a boat '  I

v
XX
XX

had decided. after coniul t ing a num]>er of other Swif t

the suppl ier of  the instruments that the best place
owners and

F n  F : l  { - h aL V

""rr"or-"-  * .= in f  ront of  the keel 0n tLre centre l ine. This

involves cutt ing away the inner skin and removing some of the

foam sandwicLr.

I  marked urr the cabin sole as per d. iagram 2 and prepared to cut '
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r  d r i l l ed  a  hore  in  the  cent re  o f  where  r  p raned to  pu t  one o f
the  sensors .  Th is  was to  ge t  some idea o f  how th ick  the  inner
sk in  was and how deep the  gap be tween the  two sk ins  was.  By
dr i l l i ng  where  r  in tended to  go  a l l  the  way th rough.  i t  wourdn, t
mat te r  i f  r  d id  by  acc ident .  The dr i l l  gave a  aouute  k ick  as  r
went  th rough.  r  cou ldn / t  see  d .ay l igh t r  so  r  measured the  depth
us ing  a  th in  penc i l  and se t  the  oep[h  cont ro l  on  the  dr i l l  to
jus t  less  than %"  and dr i l led  ou t  one o f  the  corners .

My or ig ina l  idea  was to  use  an  erec t r i c  j ig  saw to  comple te  the
cut ,  bu t  the  depth  was no t  enough to  le t  the  saw brade inz  so  r
s ta r ted  to  cu t  i t  w i th  a  keyho le  saw by  hand.  Th is  was tak ing
for everr so with the depLh control  f i imly set r  perforated. the
per imeter  l ines  w i th  the  e lec t r i c  d . r i l l  then  cu t  the  res t  w i th
the  keyho le  s1* .  Th is  go t  the  job  done much more  gu ickry .
Having cut al l  the way round I  used a broad blad.ed. screw d.r iver
t o  l e v e r  o u t  t h e  \ w a s t e ' p i e c e  o f  c a b i n  s o l e .  T h i s  w a s  v e r y
f i rm ly  he ld  in  p lace  by  the  foam.

Now r  was  le f t  w i th  a  mess  o f  foam in  a  jagged ho le .  The edges
were  f i led  smooth  w i th  a  f i le ,  and t  used i -sand ing  d isk  on  the
A r . i  1 1  f  ^  a ^ L  Ju.,-rrr  ro gec che last of  the foam out and the innei skin as
smooth  as  poss ib le .  The inner  sk in  i s  very  roughr . ,  p resumably  to
get  a  good bond w i th  the  foam.

once i t  was smooth r  c leaned out alr  the dust and bonded the
inner  and ou ter  sk ins  together  us ing  f ib reg lass  mat  and epoxy
res in .  Th is  means tha t  when (no t  i i r )  any  water  leaks  in -au i ing
t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t - h e ' l  o c  i m n a f l s ; .  i t  w o n r t  g e t  i n  b e L w e e n  t h e  t w o
sk ins .  r  " r r t  

- * . t - t . - i i l "5 lcn  
s ide  and ex t ra  mat  to  bond.  over

the  corners  to  g ive  comple te  cover .  Th is  was then g iven an
ex t ra  coat  o f  epoxy  once har f  cured ,  jus t  in  case !  r  le f t  i t
a l l  to  fu l l y  cure  over  n igh t

The nex t  day  r  used a  L  3 /4"  hore  cu t te r  to  cu t  two ho les  s id .e
b y  s i d e  f o r  t h e  s e n s o r  u n i t s .  T h e  h u l r  i s  a b o u t  r / 4 "  t o  3 / 8 "
th ick  here  and a l l  f ib reg lass  ra ther  than a  ba lsa  sandwich  l i ke
the  inner  sk in .  Rather  than f i t  bo th  the  sensors  d . i rec t rv  on

5 t t

t

_l
Keel
Hous ing
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the  cent re  l ine  r  wanted  them s ide  by  s ide .  Th is  was bo t ; :  to
reduce the amount of space taken up in the cabin and to reduce
the  tu rbu lence be tween the  two sensors .  Once the  ho les  were  cu t
r  sanded them down and inser ted  the  sk in  f i t t ings ,  w i th  th ick
c o a t s  o f  s i l i c o n  s e a l a n t  b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e n
l e f t  t o  c u r e  f u l l v .

Wire up 12 VoJ-t Supply

The fuse /swi tch  pane l  on  K i t t iwake is  on  the  por t  s ider  dS fa r
away as  poss ib le  f rom the  gas  l ines  (parano ia  p revents  pan ic  !  )  .
I  had  bought  a  length  o f  rubber  shrea thed 6-core  cab le  p r imar i l y
because thre cable could get wet and Lhre rubber would protect i t
be t te r .  The Stowe ins t ruments  on ly  use  3  w i res  fo r  power .  f
ran the cable behind. the cabin l in ing so that i t  sur laced
between the  two ins t ruments ,  p ro tec t ing  i t  as  much as  poss ib l -e .
From Lrere i t  ran down the back, over thre wooden mounting for the
screw ho ld ing  in  the  I in ing  and across  to  the  swi tch  pane l  above
and to  por t  o f  the  por t  hand bunk .  ( I t  was  fo r  th is  job  tha t  I
had put off  permanently f i t t ing the instrument heads - the two
ho les  were  use fu l  fo r  ge t t ing  my hand beh ind  the  l in ing  w i thout
remov ing  i t  comple te ly .  Thre  same app l ies  fo r  f i t t ing  the  sensor
cab les . )  The cab le  was connected  to  one ins t rument  and a  shor t
jump cab le  ran  be tween the  two,  as  per  th re  S towe ins t ruc t ions .
At the other end I  had debated using separate switches for t l re
echo sounder  and 1og,  to  enab le  me to  p reserve  power .  Th is
s ta r ted  to  ge t  compl ica ted ,  par t i cu la r ly  s ince  f  d idn , t  have
enough swi tchesr  so  they  were  bo th  connected  to  the  same
swi tches .  Thre  Stowes use a  common ground w i th  separa te  pos i t i ve
connect ions  fo r  the  main  power  and the  l igh t ing  power .

A  br ie f  tes t  e las  car r ied  ou t  by  runn ing  the  sensor  cab les  across
the cabin and then poweringi up t ,he instruments. This was part ly
to  tes t  tha t  the  w i r ing  worked,  and par t l y  to  sa t is fy  my des i re
to see something working since i t  was now Sunday night and
nothing else would happen unt i l  the next weekend! Everything
I i t  up as i t  should and I  was informed that we were going
nowhere with no water underneath us -  not bad for s i t t inq'  on tLre
t ra i le r  in  the  cound!

Instal1ing and connecting the sensor cab1es

The or ig ina l  idea  was to  run  the  cab les  f rom the  cent re  l ine ,
tL : . rough a  s ta in less  s tee l  p ipe  to  t } .e  under -s ink  weI l ,  up  the
ins ide  and up  to  the  por t  s ide  cab in  wa l I ,  then a f t  to  the
bu lkhead l in ing  and across  to  the  ins t rument  heads .  Th is  came
unstuck  when the  Stowe ins ta l la t ion  ins t ruc t ions  sa id  tha t  the
two cab les  shou ld  no t  run  s ide  by  s ide  bu t  shou ld  be  separa ted
b y  a t  l e a s t  a  % "  g a p .

D iscuss ion  in  the  c lub  bar  w i th  N ige l  Renn ie  p rov ided the  idea
of  runn ing  the  cab les  a fL ,  one each s ide  o f  the  kee l  house.  I
boxed in  the  sensors  w i th  9mm p ly ,  he ld  in  p lace  by  f ib reg lass
and res in ,  w i th  two ho les  dr i l led  in  the  a f t  wa l l  fo r  the  sensor
cab les  to  run  t l r rough.  These were  l ined  w i th  some o f  the
rubber  sheathr ing  f rom the  6-core  cab1e,  to  a l low the  length  o f
cab le  ins ide  the  box  to  be  ad jus ted .  The cab les  were  then led
ins ide  the  kee l  L rous ing ,  he ld  in  p lace  by  loosen ing  the  screws



ho ld ing  the  cover ,  push ing  the  cabre  gent ly  up  the  gapr  and
t igh ten ing  the  screws up  aga in

Af t  o f  the  kee l  hous ing  r  used two shor t  leng ths  o f  hose p ipe  to
pro tec t  Lhe cabres ,  and gu ide  them to  the  cab in  l in ing .  ne ie  r
c o i l e d  t h e  e x c e s s  c a b r e  ( t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  s a y  d o n ' t  c u t  t h e m ! ) ,
t ied  the  co i l s  up  w i th  cab le  t ies ,  and ran  the  end up  the  ins id .e
o f  the  l in ing  to  two ho les  by  the  ins t rument  head.s .  A t  no  po in t
do  the  cab les  ge t  c . Ioser  tha t  l_  "  to  each o ther .

Now tha t  the  w i r ing  was compre te ,  r  pu t  a  r ing  o f  s i r i con
sea lan t  round Lhe ou ts ide  o f  the  ho les  cu t  fo i  t f re  ins t rument
h e a d s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  f i x e d  t h e m  i n  p o s i t i o n .

r  hope th is  he lps  someone erse  in  mod. i f y ing  the i r  sw i f t .  r f  you
want  to  ta lk  i t  over  some t ime r  wou ld  be  happy to  do  sor  e i ther
i n  a  p u b ,  a t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g s  o r  b y - ; p h o n e .

Happy Swif t ing,

Rob & Hi lary EIvy
SO 155 So len t  Area
( T e L ;  0 7 0 3 - 8 6 1 9 4 5 )
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PROBLEMS WITH THE KEEL L IFT ING MECHANiSM
The keel  winding gear  must  be one of  the most  wr i t ten about  i tems of
the Swi f t  18,  due to  a var ie ty  of  problems and d i f ferent  so lut ions.  On
my swi f t  "CHARISMA" (so 134)  I  have had a number of  d i f ferent
problems but  the so lut ions were s t ra ight forward:

Problem 1:  This  appeared soon af ter  I  bought  my boat .  The sta in less
stee' l  p1ate, which sits on top of the keel box through which the keel
winding mechanism passes,  s tar ted to  bend and bow
downwards when the keel was l i f ted.
solution 1: I  reinforced the keel box w'i th some extra f ibre-glass,
straightened the stainless steel plate and re-sealed the plate to the
keel box with si l icone sealant. I  then welded two pieces of angle iron
together  to  form a channel  and cut  a  hole in  the centre through
which the keel  l i f t ing gear  passes.  This  channel  then f i ts  snugly  over
the stainless steel plate and keel box with a rubber gasket between
the p late and the new channel .  The rubber  gasket  prevents any
water  seepage and a lso acts  as a cushioning device.  To compensate
for  the increase in  the height  o f  the l i f t ing mechanism I  cut  about
1/8"  of f  the top of  the ny lon b lock.

Problem 2: The l ' i f t ing gear suddenly fai led to raise the keel. After
some diff iculty in recovering the boat onto i ts trai ler i t  was
discovered that  the thread in  the bronze bush through which the
stainless steel screw spindle passes had str ipped.
Solution 2: Thanks to Brian Hombrey and his art icle in Newsletter No
24 (March 1988) ,  I  had a new winding mechanism manufactured to  h is
design. After 3 years extensive use r can confirm that the design is
sound and st i l l  work ing wel l .

Problem 3: My swift was made in 1984 and is one of the earl ier
boats with no thrust race used in the keel l i f t ing gear. This has
always caused sti f fness due to fr ict ion between the socket in which
you p lace the winding handle and the ny ' lon b lock.  This  problem
appl ied to  both the or ig ina l  l i f t ing mechanism and the new Hombrey
design. Also the fr ict ion heated up the stainless steel winding socket
to  such an extent  that  i f  touched immediate ly  af ter  winding i t  could
b u r n .
solution 3: This proved to be one of the most simple yet effective
modif ications of any r have undertaken on my swift.  From a bearing
dis t r ibutor  I  bought  a ro l ler  thrust  race.  This  is  des igned to cope
with very heavy 1oads, and the total thickness of the thrust race is
only about 3mm. No modif icat ' ions or machinery are required to f i t  i t .
I t  is simp'ly placed between the stainless steel winding socket and the
nylon b lock.  The thrust  race is  made up of  three components;  two
Face-plates and a Roller-cage. The part numbers and sizes of the
components are:

Torr ington (USA) NTA 2031 (Face-p lates)
TRA 2031 (Roller-cage)

1.250"  ' ins ide d iameter  x  1.937"  outs ide d iameter

I f  anybody wishes to  buy th is  thrust  race and has d i f f icu l ty  in
ob ta in ing  i t ,  I  can  supp ly  them.  The  cos t  i s  €15  i nc lud ing  VAT and
postage.  Thanks to  th is  improvement  I  can now easi ly  wind up the
keel  us ing only  one hand and wi thout  tak ing a rest ,  or  more
important ,  I  can send the crew below ( i .e .  the wi fe)  to  wind up the
keel.

ROGER P IGDEN (SO 134)

It

, i l ,

1 2



t

I

lv toutFtcATrorss To sr* : rFr  tK reel  LtF-r rpq-
GEAR ^ ND' KtrFL ROX K6 | N FoRC6ME'NT.

I
I
i
i
t-.;=__

I

f ^, l
I
I

I
l , l

I

r l

L--f

1 '



q CRUISING CHATTER

CONTINENTAL CRUISING

t ' T i g e r  L i I y "  h a s  j u s t  c o m p l e t e d  h e r  s i x t h  c o n t i n e n t a l  c r u i s e
and so  perhaps  now is  the  t ime to  descr ibe  our  genera l
exper iences  and draw some compar isons  be tween the  var ious
c o u n t r i e s  v i s i t e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s .

Year  Count ry

1 9 8 6  F r a n c e
1987 Yugos lav ia
1 9 B B  S p a i n
1 9 8 9  I t a 1 y
1 9 9 O  N e t h e r l a n d s
1 9 9 1  D e n m a r k

S a i l i n g  A r e a

R .  V i l a i n e ,  Q u i b e r o n ,  M o r b i h a n
Z a d a r  t o  H v a r ,  T r o g i r
C o s t a  B r a v a
I s l a n d  o f  E I b a
F r i e s l a n d  c a n a l s  a n d  l a k e s
L i m f j  o r d

N e w s l e t t e r - P a g e

79- t2
2 2 - 7
2 6 - 4
29-76
J Z - 1 5

to  be  pub l ished

These hol idays have ranged f rom 2 weeks in  the Nether lands and
Denmark to  4 weeks in  Yugoslav ia.  Our  two daughters accompanied
us  on  ou r  f i r s t  f ou r  ho l i days ,  bu t  as  they  a re  now adu l t s ,
T i g e r  L i l y ' s  c r e w  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  j u s t  m y  w i f e  a n d  I .

Our  ho l i day  i deas  have  usua l l y  been  t r i gge red  by  reaC ing
,va r ious  a r t i c l es  i n  P rac t i ca l  Boa t  Owner ,  o t l r e r  magaz ines ,  t he
news le t te rs  and  e l sewhere .  Any  a rea  v rh i ch  s ieems  to  be  su i tab le
fo r  t he  sma l l  boa t  sa i l o r  i s  pu t  on to  ou r  l i s t  o f  f u tu re
poss ib i l i t i es .  The re  a re  dozens  o f  p laces  sca t te red  th roughou t
Europe  wh ich  a re  access ib le  to  the  t r : a i l e r  sa i l o r .

We usua l l y  s ta r t  ou r  p lann ing  i n  t he  p rev ious  au tumn,  examin ing
our  l i s t  and  se lec t i ng  one  o r  two  sa i . I i ng  a reas  to  su i t  ou r
cu r ren t  c i r cums tances .  Dur ing  the  l as t  two  yea rs  we  have  been
I im i ted  to  a  2  week  ho l i day  and  th i s  has  res t r i c ted  the  number
o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e .

Hav ing  se lec ted  a  sa i l i ng  ho l i day  a rea ,  w€  then  s ta r t  t o
resea rch  i t  i n  more  de ta i l ,  r e - read ing  the  re levan t  a r t i c l es
and  ob ta in ing  gu ide  and  p i l o t  books  f rom the  l oca l  l i b ra ry .
These prov ide good genera l  in format j .on cor :cern ing the c l imate
and  fac i l i t i es .  O the r  sou rces  o f  i n fo rma t i c ,n  a re  the  tou r i s t
o f f i ces  i n  London .  A  l e t t e r  o r  v i s i t  t o  t he  app rop r ia te  Tou r i s t
O f f i c e  u s u a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  p l e n t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  o n l y  a
f r a c t i o n  o f  w h i c h  i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  t r a i l e r  s a i l o r .
However ,  t he  Yugos lav ,  Span ish  and  Dan ish  o f f i ces  d id  p rov ide
l i s t s  o f  mar inas  fo r  t he  a rea  conce rned .

The  nex t ,  and  p robab ly  mos t  d i f f i cu l t  p rob lem i s  t o  se lec t  t he
harbour  or  mar ina in  which to  launch the boat .  The word' s l i pway '  conveys  a l l  so r t s  o f  mean ings  and  i s  neve r  de f i ned
adequa te l y  i n  t he  re fe rence  ma te r ia l .  I t  may  mean  any th ing  f rom
a loose  g rave l  s lope  d i sappear ing  i n to  gooey  mud  o r  i t  may  be  a
good  g radua l l y  s lop ing  conc re te  ramp w i th  as  l eas t  1m o f  wa te r
ove r  i t .  Med i te r ranean  s l i pways  o f ten  d i sappear  i n  a  ve r t i ca l
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drop when they  are  2  inches  be low the  water  .Leve l  and are
t h e r e f o r e  t o t a l l y  u n u s a b l e .  S o m e t i m e s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e
j u s t  s a y s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  e i t h e r  a  s l i p w a y  o r  a  c r a n e  -  y o u
c a n n o t  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h .

T h e  t r u e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t r a i l e r  s a i l i n g  c a l 1  f o r  a  D I Y  s l i p w a y
Iaunch,  bu t  on  four  occas ions  we have succumbed to  exped iency
b y  r e s o r t i n g  t o  a  c r a n e  l a u n c h .  W e  j u s t i f y  t h i s  b y  s a y i n g r  t h a t
t h e  t r a i l e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  1 O O O  m i l e s  t r a i l  h o m e  a n d  i t
w o u l d  b e  b e s t  n o t  t o  g e t  i t  w e t .  O u r  l a u n c h e s  b y  c r a n e  h a v e
a l w a y s  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  u s u a l l y  a
l a n g r u a g e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  c r a n e  o p e r a t o r .  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m a r i n a s
a r e  h i g h l y  g e a r e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  t r a i l e r  s a i l o r  a n d  c r a n e
l a u n c h e s  a r e  a  m a t t e r  o f  c o u r s e .  I n  S p a i n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,
t r a i l a b l e  b o a t s  w e r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  c r a n e  e v e r y  f e w  m i n u t e s
a n d  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r  a l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  W e  h a d  T i g e r
L i I y  a f l o a t ,  w i t h i n  1 5  m i n u t e s  o f  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  m a r i n a .  I t  i s
j u s t  l i k e  b e i n g  o n  a  c o n v e y o r  b e l t ,  y o u  p a y  y o u r  m o n e y ,  w a i t  i n
the  gueue to  be  launched and then motor  over  to  the  a l loca ted
pontoon ber th .

T h e  I a r q e r  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  m a r i n a s  a l s o  h a v e  g o o d  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r
park ing  the  car  and s to r ing  the  t ra i le r .  In  l fugos lav i .a  they
were  gnrarded by  a  man and a  dog;  th is  was probab ly  to  ensure
that you did not take them away without payi . t rg the parking fee
!  In  o rder  to  ascer ta j -n  in fo r tna t ion  about  park ing  and c rane
c h a r g e s  w e  u s u a l l y  w r i t e  d i r e c t  t o  o n e  o r  t w o  o f  t h e  m a r i n a s  i n
t h e  s a i l i n g  a r e a .  T h i s  h e l p s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i f  E n g l i s h  i s  s p o k e n
b y  a n y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  i f  w e  r e c e i v e  a  r e p l y  i n  E n g l i s h
t h e n  t h a t  m a r i n a  g e t s  e x t r a  c r e d i t  p o i n t s  i n  o u r  s e l e c t i o n
p r o c e d u r e .  F o r  o u r  F r i e s l a n d  h o l i d a y  w e  d i d  n o t  d o  t h i s  a s  o u r
in fo rmat ion  ind ica ted  tha t  there  were  a t  leas t  6  mar inas  and
s l ipways  in  the  town o f  Lemmer .  We took  a  chance on  tha t
occas ion .  on  ar r i va l  a t  Lemmer  we uncoup led  the  boat  in  o rde : :
to  d r ive  round and inspec t  the  rnar inars  be fc , re  choos inqr  the  most
s u i t a b l e  o n e .

O n c e  t h e  l a u n c h  s i t e  h a s  b e e n  d e c i d e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r  h o l i d a y
p l a n  f a l l s  i n t o  p l a c e  f a i r l y  e a s i l y .  W e  c h o o s e  t h e  d a t e
a c c o r d i n g  t o  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p e r h a p s  m o d i f i e c l  b y  t h e  c l i m a t e
in fo rmat i -on  we have ava i lab le .  The rou te  over land needs to  be
e x a m i n e d  i n  m o r e  d e t a i l  a n d  t h e  d i s t a n c e  e s t i m a t e d .  W e  l i k e  t o
u s e  m o t o r w a y s  a s  t h i s  m a k e s  f o r  e a s i e r  d r i v i t r g ,  b u t  r e m e m b e r
t h a t  i n  F r a n c e ,  I t a l y  a n d  Y u g o s l a v i a  t h e  t o l . l s  c a n  b e
e x p e n s i v e .  F o r  a  s i n g l e  d r i v e r  w h o  i s  l i m i t i n g  t h e  s p e e d
mi les  per  hour ,  w€ f ind  tha t  a  qood ru le  o f  thumb fo r  a
d i s t a n c e  i s  b e t w e e n  4 O O  a n d  5 0 O  m i l e s .  T h i s  p r o d u c e s  a n
es t imate  o f  the  number  o f  days  needed fo r  the  t ra i l  and
h o w  m a n y  d a y s  a f l o a t  c a n  b e  f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  h o l i d a y .

t o  5 0
d a i  l y

hence

B y  e x a m i n i n g  a  c h a r t  o f  t h e  s a i l i n g  a r e a ,  a  s a i l i n g  p l a n  c a n  b e
formula ted  -  we have found i t  w ise  to  do  the  longer  passaqes
ear ly  in  the  ho l iday  and reserve  a  cont ingency  day  near  the  end
to  cope w i th  bad weather .  We t ry  to  p lan  on  hav ing  two shor t

1 5



passages  i n  the  l as t  two  days ,  so  i f  bad  wea the r  i s  f o recas t ,
they can be condensed in to one.  Howerzer ,  specia l  care needs to
taken in  Yugtos lav ia,  southern France and the Costa Brave as bad
wea the r  (Fo rce  6  o r  more )  can  a r r i ve  w i th in  a  few  m inu tes

The cross channel  brochures are publ ished by the fer ry
companies in  November and by Chr is tmas t ime we have sor ted out
mos t  de ta i l s  o f  ou r  ho l i day .  P&O o f fe r  a  concess iona ry  fa re
scheme whereby shareholders who hotd 600 5.57"  d iv idend shares
can obta in a 5Ol  reduct ion on the cross chanr :e l  fare.  To take
advantage of  th is  scheme you need to be a regis tered
shareho lde r  by  the  p reced ing  December  31s t .

In  January we book our  cross ing and then s i t  back to  dream
about  the sa i l ing hol iday.  A month or  two before depar ture date
i t  is  t ime to th ink about  get t ing deta i led road maps,  char ts ,
p i l o t  books ,  cou r tesy  f l ag ,  i nsu rance  fo r  ca r ,  boa t ,  med ica l
expenses and so on.  The boat  should a l ready have-  an SSR number
and you need.  a Helmsman's  Cer t i f icate of  Competence f rom the
RYA. 9. le  have never  been asked for  these papers,  except  by UK
customs who usual ly  want  to  see the SSR on the return.

You might  dec ide to  tack le the language problem by tak ing a
cou rse  i n  Ho l i day  F rench ,  German ,  Span ish  o r  I t a l i an  a t  you r
local  Adul t  Educat ion Centre.  For  our  l ta l j .an hol iday we bought
the BBC 'Get  by in  l ta l ian '  tapes and af ter  leav ing the fer ry
at  Le Havre,  put  them in the car  casset te  p layer .  We then had 2
days to  learn I ta l ian whi ls t  dr iv ing a long t i re  motorway -  i t
he lps to  re l ieve the boredom of  the r :oad journey !

A week or  two before depar ture date i t  is  t ime to obta in
currency and t ravel lers  cheques.  On hol iday,  we tend to  use a
var ie ty  of  methods for  pay ing,  Eurocheques and credi t  cards
usua l l y  work  we l l .  I t  i s  a l so  t ime  to  g i ve  the  t ra i l e r  and  ca r
a  tho rough  se rv i ce .  The  t ra i l e r  i s  t he  mos t  v i t a l  p iece  o f
equipment  for  a  long t ra i l  and i t  is  imperat ive to  examine the
wheel  bear ings,  check everyth ing and re-adjust  the brakes.

Depar ture day arr ives,  the boat  is  packed wi th  prov is ions and
wa te r  f o r  t he  j ou rney  and  then  the  t ra i l  beg ins .  I t  i s  usua l l y
cheaper  to  cross the Channel  dur ing the n ight ,  so we t ry  to  get
some s leep on the fer ry  i f  we can.  The a im is  to  get  the boat
to  the launch s i te  wi thout  inc ident  and as quick ly  and safe ly
as  poss ib le .  To  us  th i s  means  t rave l l i ng  a t  50  mph  in  the
nears ide lane of  the motorway.  Cont inenta l  motorways have
frequent  park ing p laces and th is  makes long d is tance t ra i l ing
very easy and convenient .  We stop every couple of  hours for  a
b reak ,  f ood  o r  t o  s leep .

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ge t  l os t  on  a  1000  m i le  mo to rway ,  bu t  t he
p robab i l i t y  o f  do ing  so  i nc reases  g rea t l y  w i th in  a  few  m i les  o f
the dest inat ion.  Good local  maps and a sharp lookout  for
s ignposts help to  avoid th is  problem, but  we of ten manage to
make a wrongr  turn ing at  th is  s tage of  the t ra i l  !

I
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O n  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  m a r i n a  o r  h a r b o u r ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r o b l e m  i s  t o
f i n d  s o m e o n e  w h o  s p e a k s  E n g l i s h ,  n o r m a l t y  t h i s  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a
p r o b l e m  a n d ,  a s  y e t ,  w e  h a v e  h a d  n o  c l i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e
b o a t  l a u n c h e d  q u i . c k l y .  S o m e t i m e s /  a s  i n  Y u g o s l a v i a  a n d  I t a l y ,
t h e  m o n e y  n e e d s  t o  b e  p a i d  f i r s t .  U s r t a l l y  t h e  h a r b o u r  m a s t e r
w i l l  a l l o c a t e  y o u  a  p o n t o o n  b e r t h  a n c l  i - n d i c a t e  w h e r e  t o  p a r k
t h e  c a r  a n d  t r a i l e r .

B e f o r e  s a i l i n g  c a n  s t a r t ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o b t a i n  m o r e  l o c a l
c u r r e n c y  f r o m  a  b a n k ,  b u y  p r o v i s - i o n s ,  p e t r o l  a n d  p e r h a p s  a
I o c a l  s a i l i n g  c h a r t .  I n  P u n t a  A l a ,  I t a l y ,  p e t r o l  c o u l d  n o t  b e
obta ined by  wa lk ing  round to  the  quays ide  pump wi th  a  can;  the
boat  had to  be  motored  over  to  the  fue l  guay .  Th is  can be  a
p r o b l e n r  i f ,  f o r  s a f e t y  r e a s o n s ,  Y o u  h a v e  t r a i l e d  t h e  b o a t  e m p t y
o f  p e t r o l .  F o o d  i s  n o t  u s u a l l y  a  p r o b l e m .  h l e  t e n d  t o  s p e n d
equa l  amounts  on  buy ing  prov is ions  fo r  cook ing  aboard  and on
e a t i n g  o u t  i n  l o c a l  r e s t a u r a n t s .  I n  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f
f o o d  w a s  l i m i t e d  w h i l s t  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i t  w a s  e x c e l l e n t .  I n
F r i e s l a n d  w e  w e r e  t e m p t e d  b y  t h e  ' A p p " l g e b a k '  a n d  o n  m o s t  d a y s
i n  D e n m a r k  b y  t h e  d e l i c i o u s  p a s t r i e s .  I n  S p a i n  o u r  d a u g h t e r s
were  de l igh ted  to  f ind  He inz  baked beans.  We a lso  have fond
m e m o r j . e s  o f  F r e n c h  g r a l e t t e s  a n d i  I t a l l a n  p i z z a s .

W e  a l w a y s  f i n d  t h a t  s a i l i n g  o u t  o f  h a r b o u r  o u  t h e  f i r s t  l e g  o f
o u r  f o r e i g n  c r u i s e s  i s  e x h i l a r a t i n g  -  i t  i s  l i k e  v e n t u r i n g r  o u t
in to  the  unknown;  you are  leav ing  harbour  to  exp lo re  a  f resh
sa i l ing  area .  There  are  new s igh ts  and nav iga t ion  marks  to
l e a r n  a n d  I  a l w a y s  f i n d  t h i s  a  m o s t  e x c i t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .

Moor ingr  p rac t ices  are  o f ten  no t  the  same as  in  the  UK and you
need to  learn  the  d i f fe ren t  techn iques .  In  the  Med i te r ranean i t
i s  cus tomary  to  moor  e i ther  bow- to  o r  s te rn- to  the  quay .  Wi t l r
T iger  L i l y  we a lways  moor  bow- to  by  dropp ing  a  s te rn  anchor
about 4 boat Iengths away from the qttay and then secure the bow
a b o u t  1  f o o t  f r o m  t h e  w a l l  o r  p o n t o o n .  I n  F r i e s l a n d  a n d  t h e
L i m f j o r d  t h e y  u s e  ' b o x '  m o o r i n g r s  i n  v r h i c h  t h e  s t e r n  i s  s e c u r e d
t o  2  p i l e s  a n d  t h e  b o w  t i e d  t o  t h e  q r t a y .  H e r e  i s  i t  w i s e  t o  u s e
f loa t ing  rope so  as  to  reduce the  r i sk  o f  ge t t ing  rope caught
i n  t h e  p r o p e l l e r .

Obta in inq  weather  fo recas t  in fo r rna t ion  can be  a  p rob lem fo r  the
y a c h t s m e n  c r u i s i n g  i n  f o r e i g n  w a t e r s .  W e  h a v e  u s e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f
sources  rang ing  f rom grood Eng l ish  langruage fo recas ts  in
Y u g r o s l a v i a  a n d  I t a l y  t o  t r y i n g  t o  d e c o d e  f o r e i g n  f o r e c a s t s  a s
in  Spa in .  A  techn ique we use is  to  record  the  fo re ign  langnrage
weather  fo recas t  on  a  smal l  tape recorder  and then p lay  i t  back
r e p e a t e d l y  u n t i l  w e  c a n  t r a n s l a t e  i t .  I f  w e  f a i l  t o  d o  t h i s ,
then a  f r iend ly  loca l  can  o f ten  be  found to  he lp  ou t .  We used
th is  method in  Spa in  and Denmark .  In  the  Nether lands ,  Br i t tany
and Denmark  we were  ab le  to  rece ive  the  BBC sh ipp ing  fo recas t
o n  1 9 8  K h z .  W e  a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t t B B C  f o r  E u r o p e ' p r o v i d e  a
genera l  land  fo recas t  fo r  nor thern  Er t rope on  648 Khz a t  6 :59
a n d  7 : 5 9  l o c a l  t i m e  e v e r y  d a y .  O t h e r  s o u r c e s  a r e  t h e  C o a s t a l
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Rad io  S ta t i ons  and  the  Na t iona l  rad io  b roadcas ts .  Somet imes ,  as
in Spain,  the mar inas or  harbourmasters post  pr in ted weather
in fo rma t ion  on  the i r  o f f i ce  doo rs .

We l ike to  reserve at  least  one day of  our  ho l iday to  take a
sho rebased  excu rs ion .  Th i s  g i ves  us  a  chance  to  d ry  ou t ,
perhaps take a bus r ide and p lay at  be ing tour is ts  for  a  day.
In  Yugoslav ia $/e used one day to  move the car  and t ra i ler  80
mi les  so  tha t  we  cou ld  recove r  T ige r  L i I y  a t  T rog i r  ra the r  t han
sai l  back to  Zadar .  This  technique makes i t  poss ib le  to  do a
'1 -way '  sa i l  and  so  ex tend  the  sa i l i ng  a rea  cove red .

Recovery of  the boat  is  a lways a sad t ime for  us.  We have no
more  t ime  Ie f t  and  rea l i se  tha t  t he re  a re  s t . i l l  many  p laces  we
have  no t  exp lo red  o r  v i s i t ed .  Once  the  boa t  i s  ou t  o f  t he  wa te r
we have the chore of  scrubbing the bot tom. T. iger  L i Iy  does not
have any ant i - fou l ing and therefore tends to  be a b i t  grubby
a f te r  a  coup le  o f  weeks  a f l oa t .  A t  T rog i r  t he  mar ina  s ta f f
ob l i ged  by  pe r fo rm inq  th i s  cho re  w i th  a  h igh  p ressu re  hose .

The journey home always seems to take longer than the outward
journey.  However ,  I  suspect  that  th is  is  just  our  imaginat ion;
we do not look forward to going home with guite the same
enthusiasm as the t ra i l  out .

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  t o  compare  the  cos ts  o f  ou r  ho l i days  because
each country  of fers  someth ing d i f ferent .  In  t ry ing to  compare
them wi th an equiva lent  char ter  boat  based hol iday we f ind that
t ra i l i ng  i s  ex t reme ly  cos t  e f fec t i ve .  The  cos t  o f  boa t  cha r te r
and t ravel  should be compared wi th  the sum of  our  f ixed costs
(be tween  *2OO and  *250  fo r  f e r r y ,  i nsu rance ,  cha r t s  and
I a u n c h i n g )  a n d  t h e  c o s t  o f  c a r  p e t r o l  ( s a y  * 1 0 O ) .  S a i l i n g
expenses tend to  be a smal l  par t  o f  the to ta l  and the cost  o f
food is  main ly  dependent  on the number of  meals  eaten in
res tau ran ts .

A f te r  s i x  ve ry  en joyab le  con t i nen ta l  sa i l i ng  ho l i days  i n  ou r
own boat ,  w€ can h igh ly  recommend the t ra i ler  sa i ler  as being a
grood way to  do i t .  I f  you want  to  t ry  long d is tance t ra i l ing,
then our  on ly  words of  adv ice are to  do your  p lanning,  keep the
p lan  f l ex ib le  and  a l l ow  fo r  con t i ngenc ies ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  f o r
weather ,  breakdowns and unforeseen c j - rcumsta l lces.  In  genera l
the  ho l i day  i s  ve ry  cheap  i f  you  compare  i t  t q i t h  a  f l o t i l l a  o r
bareboat  char ter  and so you can a lways just i fy  expendi ture on
extra t reats

A Ian  Murphy  -  T IGER L ILY ,  S2 I7
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ITELP WIWTM HEIP WANTED }TELP WANTED HEIP WANTM

I urgently require a road trailer for my 518.'lf anyone
sell rne one, please contast me orr 0892 54752r.

Peter Swallow S0 150

HEI,P WANTID HELP

is able to lend o:r
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I think I rqentloned.'to you on the phone recently that "Klppatoo" was out of

act lon wlth centre-board trouble, and I  thlnk l t  nay be useful  to you to f111 you
ln and br lng the sa6a up to date.

The problen arose late ln July ln a vlolent thunderstorm coming out of the
Beaul ieu Rlver,  when the boat went on to a lee shore and the pounding bent the
worru 6crew pin, making i t  inpossible to wlnd up, Ve had her l l f ted out 1n Cowes
next day; there they jacl ied up the keel,  and after a good deal of  ban6in6 and
sawing (I  st l IL have not worked'out what the chap was sawlng!) they announced
that i t  was straight enough to wlnd up, So we sai led her back to our drylng
rnooring at l (eyhaven, wound i t  up with imrnense effort ,  and lef t  her tbere.

l lext t fune I  t r led to wind l t  down, ' there was a bang after the second turn
and the whole thlng came 1oose. So we l l f ted her out agaln, and a str lpped
thread was diagnosed, Then the fun be6an. I 6ot the nurqber of Swift Boats fron
the yel low pages, but l t  was only after nany unanswered phone cal ls that thelr
denlse energed, Honnor l lar ine, once we got past thelr  answerphone, sald they no
longer carr ied spares. \ {here to turn? The Swlf t  Assoclat lon seemed the best
bet, but all i bad ready to band was a very oId newsletter whlch 6ave me the
narne of Lawrence Peacock; he, I recalled, bad moved on to sornethlng bigger,

In spi te of hls translat ion, he could not have been more he1pful .  He put ne
on to Brlan Horrnbrey ln Cleveland; Brlan has now retlred and no longer makes up
sets of hls "Rol ls-Royce" verslon of the Bear,  but be told ne where to f lnd the
dravr ings of l t  ( inevi tably ln the newsletter publ lshed just before I  Joined) and
Lawrence lent me his copy of it. So a set on those llnes 1s now belng made up
down ort the coast, and lf all goes well we should be afloat a6aln for the bank
hollday weekend.

Several points arlse. First, Lawrence also gave ne a second-hand set from
hls forrner Swlft, which he had replaced when lt 6ot bent, and subsequently
straightened out, I would Buess that after that treatnent there may be an
increased risk of strippi.ng', but the set night be of value to sone other ovrner
1n a sinllar predicament. l/ould you llke to hold 1t, or perhaps 1t should be at
Bucklers Hard whlch seems to be the blggest colony of Swifts?

Secondly, one of tbe puzzllng thlngs ls that the centre-board apparently
never klcked up as I would have expected lt to do, Vhen I saw lt after the
event, the nylon rlng at the top of lt appeared to have jarnrned 1n the hole in
the outer caslng of the box, Has anyone else expertenced tbls? Presunably the
cure ls to enlarge the hole by, say, 4nn al l  round.

Thlrd and less serlously, Lawrence also lent ne the entire flle of
newsletters, and lt was the flrst chance I have had to take a lelsurely overvlew
of the history of the Assoclat ion and of the class and the many boat-bul lders
assoclated wltb 1t ln lte relatlvely short l1fe, I was fasclnated; who owns the
TV rtghts? I ' rn sure the.tale would beatt tHowards Yay" lnto a cocked bat!  r

And lastly, ny gratltude to the Aesociatlon ln general and. to Lawrence and
Brian in part lcular.  Everyone has been nost helpful  1n an awkward sl tuat ion.

V l th  k ind  regards ,

Yours slncerely,

ivr-*^. 9^Je*

r>

Norman Donaldson (SO ISZ)


