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1 . EDIS COLUUN

,\G\1

By the time you get this newsletter you will have already received and I
hope sent back your reply slip for the A@I being held this year at the
Crossroads Hotel. Our decision to hold the A@I at this venue was taken
as an experiment making it more accessible to members from all over the
country. We hope to see as many members as possible attending.

Team r91

It is important this year that we get some volunteers to keep the
association runnilg. As I have stated in my letter sent out at
Christmas I will be relinquishing my role as Secretary/Newsletter Editor
at the A@1. After nearly seven years of happy rSwiftingr, Janet and I
are selling Salu and going For something a little larger but still
trailable. f believe that trailer sailing is still the best way to
enjoy our sport, giving us the opporbunity to trail our boats and sail
our boats in areas that other people rnay only dream about. rt is also
one of the most econornical ways to sail especially on the South Coast
where mooring and marina charges can be horrendously high. Since buying
our <rvift, and being involved with the Association, we have made so nany
iriends and met so many nice sailing people, which I am sure we will
carry on meeting as we will still be sailing out of the same p1ace.

Greetings

Janet and I would like to wish all Association members all the best For
this New Year and hope For good forbune and good saililg.

T look Forward to seeing as many people as possible at the AGlvI. If you
are leaving it to the last minute whether to decide to come or not
please give me a ring as we have to organise the catering.

2 . ADMIN. NOlES

2.I Association Items We st i l l  have S18 Burgees avai lable at  a cost  of

t 5 .40  each  i nc lud ing  pos tage .  The  Assoc ia t j _on  t i e ,

wrth a smal l -  S1-8 J.ogo sel ls  at  f4 .OO each inc ludine

in dark b lue wi th a whi te border  and smal_ l  S1g loso

a  c o s t  o f  i 4 . O O  e a c h  i n c l u d i n g  p o s t a g e .

JaLarl

gold st r ipe on navy

pos tage .  A  neck  sca r f

i s  a l so  ava i l ab l -e  a t
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3 . 1 .

T h i s  y e a r  ( 1 9 9 0 )  w e  t o o k  ' P e p p e r m i n t

launching at  Sta lham and tour ing the

l j - cence  and  ca r  pa rk  f ees ) ,  peace fu l

a t  L i m e s l  -  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  a  p r a w n

REGIONAL ROI.'ND I.'P

Solent & South South Coast Laying -Up Supper

Our  l ay ing -up  suppe r  t h i s  yea r  was  he l -d  on  a  Sa tu rday  even ing  -  Oc tobe r  27 th

we afso had a change of  venue -  The Crown Hote l ,  Emsworth.  The funct i -on was

we l l  a t t ended  w i th  10  Sw i f t s  rep resen ted .  A f te r  ga the r i ng  fo r  p re -d inne r

d r rnks  i n  t he  Lounge ,  we  were  d i rec ted  up  to  a  p r i va te  room where  we  en joyed

a  f i r s t  c l a s s  m e a l -  l a c e d  w i t h  w i n e  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  c h a t t e r l l  I t  w a s  p l e a s i n g

to  see  some new faces  i n  amongs t  t he  Sou th  Coas t  ' r egu la rs r  .

S w l f t i e s  a t t e n d i n e  w e r e : -

M ichae l  &  Jeanne t te  Edwards  -  -  Roge r  &  Ka r i na  P igden  -  -  John  &  A l l son  Pa l -mer

Lawrence  &  Jane t  Peacock  -  -  Ba r r y  Dav ies  -  -  Rex  P i t t  -  -  N ige l  Renn ie  -  -

Robe r t  &  H i l a r y  EJ -vy  -  -  A lan  &  Les ley  P robyn  -  -  J im  &  Sue  c r i ck -  -  co l l n

S v l v e s t e r  &  h i  s  w i  f e  i o i  n e d  r r s  t o o .r r 4 4  v  
J

I  used  the  d inne r  as  a  p la t f o rm  to  i n fo rm mernbe rs  t ha t  I  wou ld  be  re l i nqu i sh ing

my  ro le  o f  So len t  &  Sou th  rep resen ta t i ve  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  season .  as  wo rk

commi tmen ts  have  kep t  me  away  f rom jo in ing  i n  o rgan i sed  ra l l i es  and  impromptu

mee ts .  I  sha l , l  do  my  bes t  t o  a t t end  any  ra l l i es  i n  t he  f u tu re ,  and  l ook

f o r w a r d  t o  m e e t i n g  a n y ' S w i f t j - e s ' o u t  o n  t h e  S o l e n t ,  i f  a n d  w h e n  I  m a n a g e  t o

s a l l  i n  ' C a d d y s h a c k ' .

H : n n . '  S :  i  1  i  n o  f n p  l g g f" * v v J

Nigel  Rennie Caddyshack SO 162

3-2 East Coast

Cream '  on to  t he  No r fo l - k  B roads  fo r  a  week ,

no r the rn  r i - ve rs .  Cheap  ( fZ t , 5O  i ncJ -ud ing

bu t  l ack  o f  t o l l e t  f ac l l i t i es  i nconven ien t

^ r r n F \ t  r i  L l n n n i n ^ l lr r a u 5 .  .

I  am hop ing  to  i ndu lge  i n  some  hand i cap  rac ing  nex t  season  -  has  anyone  any

a d v i c e  o n  s p i n n a k e r  f i t t i n g s ,  m a s t  r a k e ,  t e c h n i q u e ,  P . Y .  n u m b e r  e t c .  e t c . ?

I  a m  p n e p a r e d ,  i f  r e q u i r e d ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  E a s t  C o a s t  R e p . ,  a l t h o u g h ,  a s  u s u a l ,

' i  f  a n r r n n c  i  q  k e p n  f o r  f h c  n o q t  j - h c n  f h e w  h a r r e  u r o t t l  d  h a r r c  m r r  f r r l  I  q , r t n n o n t  i  nu r , . )  v I v

, 2 n v  " t t c ' n n f  J ' o  i  n  i e c f  i  n  r r n c t v  h l  O O d " .  I n  t h e  i n t e r i  m .  T  a m  o n  h o l  i  c l : v  f o n  f w o
,  !  q r r r

weeks  commenc ing  1 -7 th  June  the re fo re  i f  anyone  wan ts  t o  sa i l  i n  company  e j - t he r

he re  on  the  Eas t  Coas t  o r  e l sewhere  I  wou ld  be  p leased  to  hea r  f r om them.

Pau l  Sm i th  Peppe rm in t  C ream SO 1O3
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For this newsletter I have put together the modification list From one
of- the very early newsletters. I thought that this may be of interest
to new owners and may rernild some of the original owners oF ideas they
intended to carrv out.

4 . TECHNICAL TOPICS

Fig .  1

This shows the standard table modified with its suppor€ to perrn:Lt access
to and From the cabin. Note the location peg in the cross bench.

F ig .  2

The new table is wider and shorber (same area) rnade in two lightweight
halves ( a sandrn'ich of 3nrn ply/r rnrn alunr-inium honeycombe/ lnrn melarnine
araldi-te bonded) and very strong (it can be stood on).

(a) This arrangement for dining.

(b) one side or other can be reversed to use as a chart table etc.

(c) One or both sides c€In be u-sed either way round. ix the standard
location aFt. l{hen one half is used easy access is possible.

(d) You can doodle on the white melamine reverse side.

Fie. - l

Ihis shows the pipe cot storage
headl-ining trim with cup hooks for

For saj-ling gear also the mahogany
small gear, keys etc.

F i g .  +

Ihe \.ery strong toe rails shown here make
weather. Toe straps can be fitted to them.
lockers acting as very convenient handles.
doubles as the jack stafF For the ensisr.

life nn-rch easier in rough
The enrl.s overlap the stern

Note the dan buoy rttrich also

F i e .  j

rhe trse oF translucent plastic sheeting for an over-boom tent is verv
compact and also lets in adequate fight.
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Fig .  6

The mast raising gear is based on bracing the spinnaker pole laterally
with temporary shrouds and liFting with a four-part tackle against the
spinnaker halyard and pole uphaul. The effort required is about 20lbs
and can be operated on the water. Note the spanner-1ess tabernacle bolt
plate. The mast has janrners and Fair leads for the spinnaker gear For
fast saFe operation.

Fj.s 7

The cockpit floorfbulkhead stiffening chock and the method of fitting to
perrnanently secure to the base of the keel support. Bedded in resin but
without the use of screws Fastenings etc. into the hull.

F ig .  8

ff you are corning aboard from an inFlatable or have fallen over-board a
boarding ladder is essential. This example fitted with toggles to lock
through the tow rail holes and accessable from outside when stored in
the gas bottle wel1. The foam collars keep the top run away from the
hul1 and naturally it Floats.

Fis.  9

Here is a system for flaking down the main sail on the boom. The shock
corded rope holds the folds and the ties are always to hand - impossible
to lose. rt can be left in position whilst sail ing iF wanted.

Fig .  10

Ihe moorj-ng grab hook doubles as the depth sounder at least to 8 foot
depth. The handle saves loss. The shock cord holds it to the tow rai1.

Note the eye on the tow rail base to stow the spinnaker pole.

F i e .  t  t

The heavy weather tri-sail measuring J8 Feet made out oF 6\ oz. triple
sewn material should get you home loose footed to set with or without a
boom.

4

F i g .  1 2

fhe rudder is much modiFied. The pin has
it from the harbour deeps. A plate (see
being lifted oFF the gudgeon by grounding.

an eye for a lanyard so save
figure zf) prevents the rudder

The shock cord
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downtraul/uphaul run over a roller in the stock. Note the large area
road-bearing pads and the spacer tube on the pivot bolt, stengthening
and stiffenilg the stock. The uphaul goes to a plate bonded into the
traililg edge to reduce turbul-ance.

The tail piece shows a deck scnrbbing brush whose head can be reversed
thus chang-ing its angle to be suitable either for the deck or For
scrrrbbing oFF growbh under the huJ.1 from the deck. The handle is
spigotted together so that it is short enough when collapsed to stow in
the stern lockers. A li-ne between the halves prevents loss.

These modifications were orginally produced by Dick Landon ex owner of
rCucumber sunbeamr.

4.L Odds and Sods Box

As an extenslon to

cover to a naffow

m e n t s .

the concept  of  a Hatchway

stowage box which could be

bx
6pp
*tou/d tig

L t n t n c l
-t

tlngd Aardwood

":ouag(

T L I -  ; l ^ ^  , . , ^ ^ o a n f  i n  r . r r r  T ' \ n r ' -  A n g u s  ' c i r  M h o r r  s o 1 2 6 .

i npu t  a lways  app rec ia ted .

seat ,  make the seat  a h inged

di-v ided into vary ing compart -

A n r r  T o n h n  i  n a l

Alan  Murphy  Techn i ca l  Ed i t o r
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CRUISING CHATTER

FoIIowing Uinds

10

t tDos Lawt l

wj-nd wi l - l  be ahead when you wake up next  morning ready

se lec ted  the  n igh t  be fo re .  "Dos  Law i l  i s  t he  oppos j - t e ,

remembered for  the dominat ion of  High pressure systems

"Sods Lawi l  says that  the

to set  of f  on the course

and the summer of  1990 is

and  Dos  Law.

'Ci r  Mhor '  sa i l -ed across the Moray Fi r th f rom Nairn to Inverness v ia the qui -et

l i t t le  town of  Cromarty,  and had fa i r  winds and t ides a lJ-  the way.  The Caledonian

Canals '  60 miJes were taken f rom Inverness to Banavi -e a l l -  wi th fa i r  winds and hot

te rnpe ra tu res ,  i n  pa r t  i n  company  w i th  Sw i f t  No .  T4 rCorn i x r ,  sa i l - ed  by  B i I I  and

D o t  O a k e s .

The Canai-  is  the gateway f rom the Eastern s ide of  Scot l -and to the West  Coast

Cruis ing grounds,  and i t  was af ter  four  p leasant  warm/hot  sunny days wi th

fo j - lowlng winds down the fuI1 lengths of  Loch Ness and Loch Lochy that  saw us
m n f n n i  n a  a r r f  ^ f, , , vuv t  r r r g  uuu  u r  Co rpach  sea  l och  i n to  Uppe r  Loch  L innhe .  We  used  Duns ta f f anage

Mar ina for  a couple of  n ights whi le  the weather  set t l -ed down,  then made our  way

via Oban to Pui l - l -adobhrain (pool  of  the Ot ter)  anchorage.  This is  a natura l

anchorage on Sei l  Is land which is  a regular  s topping p lace for  yachts awai t ing

favourabl -e t ides e i ther  North or  South.  Pui l ladobhrain had n j -neteen yachts

anchored i -n the poo1,  but  we were able to anchor fur ther  up than a l l  o f  them

due to our  shal - l -ow draught .  This  gave us a shor ter  wal-k  over  to the famous

A t l - an t i c  B r i dge  connec t i ng  Se i l  I sLand  to  t he  ma in l -and .

Thursc iay 2nd August  0550 Shipping

weather  and S-SW winds which was

O73O winds 53 barometer  29.67 and

Forecast  for  Mal i .n  conf i rmed reasonablv set t l_ed

in  keep ing  w i th  ma in ta in ing  Dos  Law.

r i s i n g .  T i d e .  F l o o d  w o u l d  s t a r t  a t  9 . 30 NW
t he  Sound  o f  Mu l , l .

Keep ing  as  qu ie t  as  poss ib le  ( r t  was  one  o f  t hose  morn ings  wh ich  encou raged  th i s / ,

we hoisted the rnainsai l ,  broke out  the anchor and coasted down through the yachts,

swinging to the l ight  souther ly  winds.  We got  a wave f rom the cockpi t  o f  one

c ru i se r  whose  c rew  were  up ,bu t  t he  res t  r ema ined  i n  i gno rance  o f  ou r  depa r tu re .

o n c e  c l - e a r  o f  " E i l e a n  D u n r r w i t h  i t s  p r o m i n e n t  g e o J - o g i c a l  d y k e s  ( g i v i _ n g  i t  t h e

appea rance  o f  a  ru ined  cas t l e ) ,  we  un fu r l - ed  the  headsa i l  and  se t t l - ed  down  to  a

NW cou rse  w i th  t he  w ind  ove r  ou r  po r t  qua r te r .  Ahead  was  L i smore  l i gh t  show ing

be tween  Ke r re ra  and  Bach  I s l and  l y i ng  j us t  sou th  and  mark ing  the  en t rance  to  t he

S o u n d  o f  M u l l .
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Thls was one of  those days r ,vh ich we a l l -  tuck away into the recesses of  our
m i  n r i q  f n  l - r a  h n n r r a l r l -  n r r +  f r ^ -  ^ , ,t ' � r a l r u o r  u v  u s  u a w u g l r u  u u L  r | u r r r  u u f  m e m o f i e s  d u f i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s  a h e a d .

I t  he lps us to weather  the storms of  hect ic  act lv j - ty  dur ing winter  days and

the  l ong  w in te r  n igh ts ,  g i v i ng  us  hope ,  and  an t i c i pa t l on  f o r  t he  com ing  sa l l i ng

season .  The  w ind  was  l i gh t ,  t he  sea  was  sh immer ing  i n  t he  morn ing  sun  and  we

coul-d rest  our  eyes comfor tably  on the f ine f i -nes of  Ben More and the out l_ ines

o f  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  M u l 1 .

We  were  o f f  Ova r t  Cas t l e  and  were  s low ly  be ing  ove rhau led  by  a  2g '  yach t  com ing

up  on  the  same cou rse  and  mak ing  fo r  t he  Sound  o f  Mu l l .  We  passed  Lady  rock

and were running in  smooth fo l lowing seas across Ovart  Bay.  This was the West
coas t  a t  i t s  mag ic  bes t .  c i r  Mhor  was  su rg ing  a long  a t  a  p leasan t  pace ,  t he
sun  was  spa rk l i ng  o f f  t he  ru f f l ed  wa te rs ,  and  the  h i11s  and  hea the red  s lopes ,

smal l -  whi te cot tages and patches of  forestry  gave shades of  co lour  to the

scene .  Who  was  go ing  to  wo r r y  abou t  ano the r  c ru i se r  go ing  pas t .  I t  was  a  chance
to  v i ew  a t  l e i su re  ano the r  yach t  and  en joy  i t s  l i nes .

The weather  looked set t led and the wind was operat ing according t<-r  'Dos Lawl
so we qulck ly  and easi ly  came up to the Grey Rocks at  the entrance to the
Sound of  Mu] l  passing them at  LI .ZO which gave us four  hours of  the f l -ood to
make our  way up to Tobermorv.

1 1 . 5 0  W i n d  5 4  B a r  2 9 . 6 8  c a r r v i n the  t i de :  Warm w i th  b r i gh t  sunsh ine
The  w ind  and  t i de  ca r r i ed  us  pas t  Locha l i ne ,  we  were  go ing  beh ind  the  ca r  f e r r y
I t  was  a t  t h l s  po in t  t ha t  Dos  Law though t  t o  dese r t  us .  He re  t he  Sound  o f  Mu l l
i ' s  exposed  to  more  wes te r l y  w inds  coming  ove r  t he  Low land  be tween  t sen  More
and  i t s  ou t ] i e r s  t o  t he  sou th ,  and  the  up land  a reas  to  t he  no r th .  wes t  w inds
coming  th rough  the  gap  o f t en  sp l i t  a t  t h i s  po in t  and  can  mean  a  bea t  up  to  1 t
and  then  a  run  beyond ,  bu t  on  th i s  occas ion  the  w ind  had  more  sou th  i n  i t  and
we were awarded wi th a shor t  per iod of  ca lm and then f luky winds gustrng up
to  F5 .  Even tua l l y  t he  w ind  se t t l ed  down ,  s t l J - ]  f r om as te rn  and  to  se t t l e  t h i nss
w e  p u t  a  r e e f  i n .

l 4OO Wind  S3 -4  Ba r  29 .69  T ide  w i th  1 hours to run-  overcast

The  boa t  was  s t i l - l  easy  on  the  he1m,  mugs  o f  t ea  we re  b rewed  a t  r egu la r  i n te r -
val -s ,  and Tobermory was only a few mi les fur ther  on.  We coul -d make out  the
entrance to the bay that  leads to Tobermory and between that  haven and our-
se l ves  t he  180  odd  yach ts  mak ing  up  the  wes t  H igh land  Rega t ta l  we  had  to  come
o f f  t he  w ind  on  occas ions  to  a l l ow  compe t i t o r s  c fea r  w ind  and  wa te r  as  t hev
bea t  back  down  the  Sound .

10 .40  w ind  54  29 .68  ca r r y i ng  the  t i de :  Warm and  Sun
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The  mu l t i t ude  o f  hu l - l - s  and  sa i l - s  p rov ided  the  Sound  o f  Mu l l  w i t h  an  exc i t i ns

fo reg round  to  t he  h i l l s  o f  t he  Morven  pen insu la  beyond .

We were  soon  pas t  t he  f l ee t  and  bea t i ng  ou r  way  i n to  Tobe rmory  Bay ,  ancho r i ng

some lOOyds .  f r om the  f ron t  i n  20 '  o f  c l ea r  wa te r  amongs t  o the rs  w i t h  sha l l ow

dra f t s  l i ke  ou rse l - f  .

26  nau t i ca l  m i l es  had  been  cove red  a t  an  ave rage  a f  4 .3  kno ts  and  the  ou tboa rd

h a d  h a r d l y  b e e n  t o u c h e d .  T r u l y  ' D o s  L a w ' h a d  p r e v a i l e d  o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n .  i t

s tayed  w i th  us  f o r  t he  res t  o f  t he  c ru i se ,  back  the  way  we  had  come,w i th  f a i r

w inds  a l1  t he  way  i nc lud ing  the  fu l J -  l eng th  o f  Loch  Ness ,  done  a t  an  ave rase

o f  5 . 7 5  k n o t s l

C i r  Mhor  l s  wa i t i ng  t o  be  sJ - i pped  to  b r i ng  t he  1990  season  to  a  c l ose  and

a l l  we  wan t  i s  'Dos  Lawr  t o  rema ln  w i t h  us  f o r  a  wh i l e  t o  a l l ow  th i s  t o  be

accomp l i shed  w i th  no  hass fes , l

Doug & Al ison Angus

Ci- r  Mhor 5126

i,{* u n- -[ou
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5 . 2 IIORAIRA 1990

Our villa in Spain is now completed, but there was sti1l much work For the
itinerant husband to r-rndertake to keep me busy For my first week back i11
Spain. I do believe the situation is idylic, the pool most welcorning, and.
indeed-. the total ambience, most relaxing. However, as a novice Swift
owner' arY time away from my base in China, I do believe shoul-d be spent in
furthering my sailing experience. So after the duty seven days I sfippea
off to see how rrEl Nasrrt had fared over the past nine months.

The r\lorai-ra Chandlers had looked after her perFectly. I had asked that she
be opened up occasionally when the weather perrnitted. This would appear to
have paid oFf as this year there was no nasty sme11s or signs of rnildew to
concern a cautious owner.

They had also been tasked to have her antifouled and put in the water. I
was gratified to note that they had remembered to lower the keel, but was
surprised to see that they had ornitted to put out any fenders. That might
3ttst be expecting too much. Ily {hp Yamaha had been Fitted as requested and
started with the First pull. fu, in all, that first st-rnday 3rd June,
proved to be a useful- day to replenish the batteries in all the equ-ipment,
teak oi1 the washboards, get the boom and sails back on, wash her down and
enjoy- the pleasure of my first G & T on board in 1990.

Monday -fth June proved to be a dull and hazy so a trip to calpe ro ger my
annual sailing perrnit helped to fill in the day. Ttris particularly so
since the shack does not seem to open tilI l73O hrsl However shoppilg
Filled in the day, but f was stil1 unable to Find a good pilot for-ttre
coast north of Denia. This was to prove interesting 1ater.

irt"v first sail came on T\resday 5th. AFter an early abortive start at 0850,
wtren I found there was indeed no wind, I set oFf again at 1030 in a light
SE breeze to make for Grenadilla Bay, only some { nms up the coast. rt was
a verv pleasant reintroduction to sailing, and I was safely at anchor by
1j50. hhen T had the dingy inflated, I settled to a sentle siesta
expecting my wife to appear around 1800 hrs. Not so, she thought I nlight
be earl1' so had used initiative and duJ-y joined me at 1j0O hrs, so we both
en.joved an aperitif once f had collected her From the beach. Dinner ashore
completed the rerrrrion.

I rvas during dinner that f had a nasty shock. From my seat I could see E1
l{asr riding at anchor and was probably grrilty oF keeping more oF an eye on
her t.han Sheena. I was therefore, with some shock that once when I looked
out there was no sign oF my beloved boat. Qrrickly moving my position f was
rel-ieved to Find that the wind had changed 180 degrees. taking her From my
r- ield of v is ionl

I w'as the only boat on the bay. This caused a rn-ild dose oF concern. What
did the locals know that I did not? A large brandy for a likely looking
Spaniard got a comforting reply to my queries as to the lveather Forecast.
Sheena then deparbed For home and r to row back to El Nasr. Her
t.houehtfulness at keeping the headlights on the hu-J.l proved verv sensible
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since it seemed pitch black once I leFt the shore lights around the
rest,aLlranL.

It proved to be a wild night with the wind strength increasing, but
fortr-nately, oFfshore. By 0800 hrs I was ready to go and motored gingerly
out. frvo reefs in seemed sensible, and with 5 turns on the jib I made for
home. )ty plan to carry on norbh up the coast did not seem appropriate.
Firstl;'the wind was a bit stronger than I am used to, and secondly there
were some nasty looking black clouds in view. Discretion won the day, and
I even put on the motor to speed up the passage, seeing me safely back in
my ber th  by  1005.

Local sailing fil1ed in the nexb Few days ti1 on Saturday 9th Jt-r.ne I
thought the time had come to venture furbher afield. As the wind was from
the east, I thought it would be a good idea to sail north east up the coast
and make for Javea. It proved a good sail, logging 18nms, and took 6|hrs.
Robin Brandon's pilot although generally very good, doesnrt actually te1l
you where to tie up on arrival in Javea, so aFter circling around a couple
of times I ended upr bows to against the breakwater. A long walk
eventually got me a berth allocation and indeed assistance For the final
exercise of the day. This included telephoning for a taxi, and I went home
to our vi1la to give Sheena a surprise visi-t and dinner out to celebrate.

The Sunday weather was horrible, stong winds and big seas. I stayed at
home. 0n the Monday, it looked much better so I returned to E1 Nasr and
made preparations to depart. The locals seemed surprised, so I attempted
to r-rnderstand their concern, but my Spanish could not cope, except to
understand that there were rwavesr. I dul-y motored out and began to see
what they had meant. With lifejacket and safety harness on I was motoring
up and down monster waves. I told Sheena they were at least J metres highl

After some $ rninutes of this I decided discretion was the order of the day
and, lr'ith very great caution did a 180o when f deemed it safe and returned
to Javea For a Further night. I do believe the Harbour Master had
telephoned for a taxj- before I leFt as it came with minimum delay.

As I had no pilot For the coast, From Denie, now only some lOnrns north,
when I finally got away on the T\resday, I set a course for home. The
logged 20nms took only 6 hours in a light easterly wind, so a very relaxed
passage with bags of sunbathing proved very enjoyable.

The rveather on the nexb day, Wednesday looked very enticing, so after a
leisurely morning of shopping I set off just before 1 orclock. Motoring in
the marina on the way to collect my due stock oF ice for the icebox, the
engine stopped. A quick peek down the leg of the Yamaha revealed nothing,
so I pulled the cord, and off she went, albeit with a dlfFerent note to
that T amusedto ( I  thought l) .  I  kept the engine goingwhi le I  bought the
ice, and then carried on out to sea. Once under sail and safely clear oF
the coast, I thought I would take a closer look at the prop. Having heaved
the eng-ine up into the cockpit, I was able to remove the offending plakky
bag that had wrapped itself beautiFully around the propellor, leaving
little in the way of propulsive Force and was remarkable difFicult to
remove.

Saturday 16th saw my next good sail. I had measured the wind as 150', 5-3
knots. and thought this was just right for a trip to the south. At 1250,
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duly stocked with ice, I set oFf for Altea. Cou.rse required was 21J', just
perFect for the day, and excellent progress was made ti1 I 'Hove Tor off
Altea at 1615, havilg logged 12.6nms. I was also anused to have been
joined by another trailer sailer a couple of miles out For a race to the
harbour. In the event, looking at the weather, and know-ing that I coul-d
not afFord to be stuck away agail with my departure due the nex0 evening, f
turned round to retrace my steps beck to Moraira. The wind did rise, and
on a broad reach, I srnacked home clocki-ng up 4-4.8 knots most of the way.
Indeed this nust have been my best day ever, loggirrg 23.3nms at an average
o f  4 . 1 J  k n o t s .

The last day <tid not produce as bad a wind as I had feared, so I put jn a
Furcher 12nms before calling it a day and packilg E1 Nasr up For the end of
my First leave for 1990.

ltfy second spell fell i-n August so that I could u-se my return for the
Farnborough Airshow to grve another two weeks on board. Little work was
needed to get her ready, and on Wednesday 1$th August I puttered round for
ice before enjoying my First sai1. Just as I was moori-ng at the refuelling
pontoon, I was absolutlely amazed and delighted to see a Fellow Swift
mortor straight otrt of Moraira Marina. I collected the ice bags as quickJ-y
as possible and set off irr pr:.rsrrit, but as he turned north, with the
prevailing wind conditions, I had decided to go south, I gave up as he
disappeared round the head-l-and. Who was he? If he had ever looked back he
wou-ld have been most perplexed to see me standlng waving and shoutingl

Ttris second spell of leave was nrrch more broken up. My son arrived for a
holiday in the villa and we had a day out together. It surprised me to
find that athelpron the boat when you are used to doing everybtr-ing
yourself is not always as u,seful as I ndght have imagiled. He also seemed
to take up so mrch rooml However I did enjoy his company and found his
enthusiasm most catching. We had a good breeze and his continued
monitori-ng oF our speed induced a desire to 'just tweek a bit morer. In
the end he had to settle for a max oF 5.3 knots. Interestingly, with one
reeF in we got 5.2, a very sirn-ilar situation to last years Findi-ngs.

In al-l 1990 was a good year for El Nasr. We lifted her out and put her
back on her trailer on 2{th August. I accomplished much more in the way of
planned sorties, rather than the day sailing oF previous years. Visits to
new harbours whether to overnight, or just rto lookr have been injected
into the gradual expansion of experience, and I have tried saililg in
stronger winds, and certainly motored il larger waves than before.

By storing E1 Nasr on her trailer I have certainly cut the cost oF keeping
her in Spain. The 1990 total looks like coming out at about 9780, a big
saving on 1989. I have now also worked out my statistics of the past 6
years for interest they are as fo11ows.

I
I  1 9 8 5

CADAQIJES
I  rgao r987 1 9 8 8  1 1 9 8 9  1 1 9 9 0

Person nights onboard
Days Sailing
Total  Out (Hrs)
fotai  under sai l
fotal r.rnder motor
fotaL log cl'i51,3nss

8

3 9 . 0 5

1 7 .  1 0

1

2 9 . 0 5

1 4 . 3 0

J

3 2 . 0 5
L 9  . 4 5
8  . 4 5

1 7

5 2 .  5 0
3 5 . 3 0
6 . 2 5

1 5
1 a

4 7 . 4 0
J o .  5 5
7 . r o

8 0 . 4

8
r )

5 7 .  3 0
4 9 . 3 0
I  . 0 0

1 6 1 .  o


