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Swift Magazine
The lead article in this edition of the Swift
Newsletter is an account of a cruise undertaken in
1997 to Sweden, by Alan and Heather Murphy. I
hope people find it inspirational in planning their
own cruises - and better still if they write up the
details of their travels for the Magazine!

lan Sturland
Editor

Sailing Stockholm's
SklirgArden

AIan turphy $O 2{7

In Swedish, the word'SkdrgArden' means
archipelago, a sea area covered with islands. A
literal translation of the word is 'the garden on the
rocks'. Stockholm's archipelago contains over
24,000 islands, rocks and skerries, providing
some of the most beautiful and sheltered waters
in Europe. My wife and I had read that in high
summer, when the sun hardly sets, the weather in
the northern Baltic is ideal for sailing. With this in
mind, we decided to trail our Swift 18 trailer sailer,
'Tiger Lill,to the archipelago for our annual
sailing holiday.
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continued from page 1

Three weeks is not long enough to explore
the whole area and so we limited ourselves
to the central part of the archipelago that lies
just on Stockholm's doorstep. Although much
busier than the area further north, we wanted
to combine sail ing with a l itt le sightseeing in
the city itself.

We chose to drive out overland via Dover-
Calais, Germany and Denmark in order to
keep the costs down, but to return on the
Gothenburg-Harwich ferry so as to enjoy a
cruise atmosphere at the end of the holiday.
The outward journey took 3 days, crossing
from Germany to Denmark on the
Puttgarten-Rodby ferry and then to Sweden
on the Helsinger-Helsingborg ferry. Both
these ferries run very frequently and we were
able to board within a few minutes of arriving
at the terminal. The Puttgarten-Rodby
crossing time is one hour and it is possible to
obtain a good meal during the enforced
break from driving. Once in Sweden we
headed north to Stockholm and the little town
of Osterskdr, near Akersberga about 25
miles northeast of the capital. Some Swedish
friends had recommended launching Tiger
Lily at a small privately run boatyard at
Osterskdr as it had most of the attributes we
were looking for:

.easV access from the mainland road

network

re?S! access to the central part of

archipelago

.sheltered marina in pleasant surroundings

rs€cure parking for the car and trailer

.close to good shopping center for

money exchange, food, chandlery, petrol

.close to public transport (railway station) in

case we decided to recover the boat

elsewhere and we wanted to return to pick
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A Swift Word from the
Editor

First of all I must offer apologies to all
our members for the delay in producing
this Newsletter. I have had over 12
months when most of my free time
seems to be directed at selling two
houses and trying to buy another one
to live in -and it's still not over!

Anynray I plan to produce one more
issue before Ghristmas and another
shortly after, so if you have any
cruises, sai l ing incidents or news to
share with us, get your copy in ASAP.

I hope you approve of the colour
pictures that I have been able to
incorporate this time and hope that it
inspires members to send in more.

Note that I can scan original
photographs or 35mm slides and
return them to you.

Although it has generally been a very
poor summer weather-wise I hope
many of you have managed to get onto
the water. For those of your who have
trai led to new regions I would be
part iculaly keen to hear what launch
sites you have found and how suitable
they were for your Swift. Although
there are guides to harbours and
launch sites available in the boating
press it seems to me that a Swift
specific guide would be of benefit to
our membership.

lan Stur land

Editor

up the car and trailer.
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continued from page 2

The boatyard has a slipway and crane, is
enclosed by a fence and locked gate at night
and there are plenty of pontoon spaces. lt
lies a few hundred yards down a narrow
road, but the boatyard owner had previously
faxed me a map from which I was able to
derive a number of road waypoints. About 3
miles from Akersberga, I switched on the
Garmin 45 in the car and this helped us
locate the boatyard without getting lost (not a
good idea in narrow lanes when towing a
boat behind!) .

After launching Tiger Lily using the slipway,
the first duty was to hoist the red ensign and
the Swedish courtesy flag. Then it was time
to provision the boat and to gather some
local knowledge. Akersberga is a large town
a mile from Osterskdr and so it did not take
long to change money, visit the supermarket,
obtain petrol for the boat and buy a set of
charts in the local chandlery. Brit ish
Admiralty charts are not very useful as they
only show detailed information on the main
shipping routes, so it is essential to obtain
Swedish charts. A single Swedish chart
costs about f 12, but we found it best to buy
the complete set of charts for the
archipelago. The set, 'Bitsportkort A' (or
Boat-sport-chart), contains 12 charts and
covers the coast from Arholma to Landsort.
The charts are cut into overlapping quarter
sheets and mounted in a large book form. As
the name implies, they are specially intended
for the leisure sailor and at f48 for the set,
proved to be good value. They show details
useful for small boat navigation including the
many rocks which lie just below the surface.
'The Baltic Sea' pilot book available in the
UK contains useful general information about
sail ing in Sweden but only has scant
information about anchorages in the
archipelago.

As the weather was very cold and wet on our
first full day, we used the car to visit the
nearby town of Vaxholm and to gather some
local sail ing knowledge about where to sail.

We soon discovered that language is not a
problem in Sweden, as most Swedes speak
excellent English. Printed Swedish words
often bear some resemblance to English
ones and with the aid of a dictionary we were
soon able to translate many useful pieces of
information. For example, 'Vind syd och ost'
means'wind south or east'. We used the
pocket Berlitz Swedish -English dictionary
which also has a good section on food and
drink. Daily newspapers contain excellent
weather maps with forecasts up to 5 days
ahead. They use coloured icons and maps
which are very easy to read. To our surprise,
Swedish was far less of a language problem
than Danish which, on a previous trail, we
found almost indecipherable.

Another source of weather forecasts is
Stockholm Radio which transmits an English
language weather forecast twice daily on
VHF Channel 26 at 9:33 and21:33 local time
(7:33, 19:33 UTC). The Stockholm
archipelago is contained in the'Northern
Baltic'sea area. Navigational warnings in
both English and Swedish precede the
weather forecast and by comparing them we
soon learnt a little spoken Swedish - this was
very useful for picking up numbers. After a
week or so, we were then able to make
some sense of the weather forecasts in
Swedish which are transmitted more
frequently.'Stockholm International' which
transmits news in English every weekday on
89.6 MHz FM did not appear to offer any
useful weather i nformation.

During our holiday planning we had already
obtained the' BAturist' (boattourist)
guidebook from the Swedish Tourist
Association. This book, although written in
Swedish, lists many of the 'Gdsthamnar'
(guest harbours). We found that there are
very large differences in the facilities offered
by marinas in Sweden. The boatyard at
Osterskdr is not listed as a guest harbour as
it does not have proper shower facilities. The
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