


E D I T O R I A L

Happy New Year

A special  thank you to al l  those who very kindly returned the quesl ionnaire
torms to us. We received 20, so hopeful ly an the next magazine we wi l l  be in a
posi t ion to portray your v iews.

Thank you also for the magazine copy -  keep i t  coming oleasg! We have
been extremely impressed with the art ic les sent.  Sai l ing in Afr ica where the
temperature is above 25oC in December,  makes us truely envious. Thank
Kevin for your art ic le.  Typing up members copy has certainly been extremely
interest ing and we hope you al l ,  enjoy your quarter ly reading.

In respect of  the future programme, the new season of sai l ing wi l l  soon be upon
us. l f  any one along side the area representat ive would be interested in running
a Swif t  Ral ly,  p lease let  us know, so that i t  can be publ ished in the Apri l  issue.
This provides an ideal  opportuni ty for members to meet and also encourages
Deoole to t rai l  their  boats.  Al l  i t  needs is a date and a name to contact.

l f  our members do not make the ef fort ,  the Associat ion wi l l  d ie along with boat
values and publ ic i ty.  l ts over to you.

I t  is sad that our Secretary (John Palmer) and our South Area Representat ive
(Al ison Palmer) are moving on and up. l f  anyone would l ike to volunteer,
please telephone John or us for a chat.

This cover photograph is f rom an ear ly sales brochure. The l ib and i ts sheet ing
arrangement interests me, does anyone have any comments upon this?

DENISE AND IVAN KIRK



SECRETARY'S LOG

Hello eveyone

I t rust  that by the t ime you read this,  Father Christmas wi l l  have been and
brought you all lots of new sailing goodies - lets hope so.

Now we are in 1996, it is good to look forward to the sailing season -

hopetul ly one of good weather,  f ine sai l ing and good ral l ies.  Our f i rst  date
in this years calendar is the AGM which takes place on Sunday 25 February.
This wi l l  be my f i rst  AGM as Secretary and unfortunately my last .

Alison and I have now decided that it is time to move on and sell our beloved
'Windsong".  I 'm sure i t  wi l l  be qui te a wrench -  Windsong has been a big
part  of  our l ives for 6 years and is al l  that Jonathan knows. But we al l
musl  move on. With that in mind the posi t ions o{ Secretary and Solent -

South Coast Representative are now vacant.

Please let  me know i f  you are interested in a rewarding and. not too t ime
consuming posi t ion.

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM.

JOHN PALN/ER



A CORNISH CRUISE

As "travel l ing" Swi l t  owners wi l l  wel l  know, more t ime is spent working
on the trailer than on the boat and there was no exception during the week
preceding our planned tr ip to cornwal l .

At the civ i l ised hour of  0900 on a Sunday in late August,  our Swif t  18
"Short  n 'Snappy" lef t  i ts home "mooring" in the front garden of our house
in York behind our Subaru Estate bar ing four crew and headed South.

A trouble- i ree journey of  approximately 8 hours saw us in Falmouth in
t ime to launch from the Grove Place sl ip in the town centre.  This is an
excellent though fairly shallow slip with a pontoon alongside and a good
though not part icular ly cheap trai ler  park ( t27 per fortnight in 1993).
One problem we f ind with a shal low sl ip is in persuading a wel l  laden boat
to float off the trailer and once again the spare length of heavy rope came in
use lu l .

We spent the f i rst  night on the cosmopol i tan vis i tors pontoon in Falmouth
and the fol lowing day vis i t ing chandlers and f inding a place to park the car.
There is plenty of  f ree on street parking in Falmouth i tsel f ,  a l though we
lef t  our car opposi te the pol ice stat ion in Penrhyn.

On Tuesday with the sun shining and the wind from the North East 3-4 we
had a beaut i fu l  but swel ly sai l  down to the Helford River where we anchored
on the Bar and dr ied out whi lst  we enjoyed a barbecue on the beach. A dusk
approached we picked up a visitors buoy for the night. Both the Helford and
Porthnavas yacht c lubs welcome vis i t ing yachtspeople.

Wednesday morning saw us motor ing slowly up r iver on the r is ing t ide to
vis i t  Gweek Quay. This was our f i rst  ser ious at tempt at  creek crawl ing and
we managed to run aground despite having the keel ,  ruddel and engine al l
raised. We had not realised just how close to the withies we need to pass!
Our intrepid skipper however managed to tow us ot f  wi th the dinghy,
encouraged with a verbal  batter ing from the crew. Gweek is an interest ing
spot, a working boatyard with a chandlers, water and toilet facilities and a
Spar and pub nearby. There are some amazingly large boats dr ied out there
which can only get out on spr ing t ides combined with low Pressure weather
systems.

After a peaceful night dried out against the quay we motored down river
against the wind and t ide, explor ing the beaut i fu l  Frenchmans and
Porthnavas creeks on the way , and made our way round into Gillan Cove.
We took the advice of a local sailor and anchored successlully for the night



behind Dennis Head. The only problem was that it was a long way to row
ashore, and this was when we decided we needed a small outboard for our
dinghy, something we spent the rest of  the hol iday looking for,  wi thout
success.

" S h o r l  n '  s n a p p 1  "  d r i e d  o t t t  a l o t t g s i d t  a l o n g  s i d t  ( i r t t c k  Q t t a l

The lollowing morning was us motor-sailing in quite a heavy swell back to
Falmouth (the wind was still from the North East) and up river to Falmouth
Marina. Expensive place but it did have a launderette. We spent the next
day washing, shopping, checking the car was st i l l  where we lef t  i t ,  I inding
cash machines etc, all the boring things we still have to do on holiday.

On Sunday morning we motored down through Falmouth harbour and set sail
as we turned into the Carrick Roads for Truro. MOB drill was performed
with a successtul  retr ieval  when the deck brush got tangled in the j ib sheet.
We sailed up the Fal as lar as Channals Creek and motored from there
onwards as there was quite a lot of traffic and we weren't sure ol the
channel. Our little Swift was dwarfed by the huge cargo vessels on the deep
water moorings in mid-river. We were amazed at how many ol them there
were .



We anchored for lunch near I'4aggoty Bank and waited for the tide and then

motored up into Truro. You can moor up in the city centre and we had

intended spending the night there. Truro is a lovely c i ty as we discovered

but it was also CLOSED, (apart from Tescos's where we discovered the

ent i re populat ion of  Truro).  There wasn' t  even a coffee shop open'  hence

the visit t,c Tesco for cakes! CLOSED also applied to the harbourmasters

office and the toilets and shower we had been told were available So we

fo | |owed theebbdowntoMa |pasand |oundadry ingpon toonber tha tN i l a |paS
Marine ( f6.00 per night wi th shower and toi lets) '

We returned from the pub to find we had dried out with a 45 degree list to

starboard and Neil had to be packed in his berth with towels. At least we

hadn't dried out stern-down as had the Jaguat 22 whose crew we had met in

the pub; they woke up with headaches the next morning (not f rom the beer

though, you understand!)  Malpas is a lovely peacetul  place and we spent the

next;ay walking and explor ing and the evening watching the moonrise and

l istening to the night birds and ol  course the herons'

On Tuesday we took the ebb motoring down to Low Vean and then sailed down

the Carrick Roads to St Mawes where we picked up a buoy with a welcome

note from St Mawes Sailing Club and the sun came outl We spent the

afternoon explor ing St Mawes, part icular ly the Rising Sun's beer garden

The sai l ing club is very hospi table,  the mooring was t5 per night wi th use

of the club faci l i t ies (beaut i fu l  ladies loo) and is also patronised by Roger

Marsh's u ncle ! .

. l u \ l  l i k t  l h f
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The weather by Wednesday was beaufiful and after having spent the mornlng
fruitlessly searching the boatyards of Porthcueil Creek for an outboard, the
crew decided on pasties and the pub for lunch and then the beach. There are
some lovely beaches to the East of St Anthony's Head to the lee of the Head
where there are some small but very pleasant coves and spent the afternoon
swtm m In  g .

At high water it is possible to moor up agalnst the quayside at St Mawes
where there is a tap and supermarket opposite (NB the harbour master goes
home at 6 pm and the Spar is open t i l  8!)

Thursday morning was spent on the beach again while we waited for the tide
to sai l  up to Restronguet.  There was very l i t t le wind in the morning but in
the afternoon rt treshened to 3-4 from the North East (again!) and we
tacked up the Carrick Roads and into Restronguet and moored against the
pier by the Pandora lnn and had a cream tea. l t  is  possible to moor up here
overnight and the pub has showers, to i lets etc.  for v is i t ing yachts who use
i ts faci l i t ies.  We decided lo return to St Mawes and had a br i l l iant run
surf ing back down the Carr ick Roads with the wind and the t ide. The sai l ing
club were racing in the evening and had a very tasty supper laid on at a
very reasonable pr ice.

Fr iday unfortunately saw us retuning to Falmouth and the vasi tors pontoon
(e2 per day) for shopping, bank etc and to pick up the car (parking cost -

a contr ibut ion to the Pol ice Benevolent Fund).

We recovered the boat at  High Water and spent the night on the dinghy park.
We're not sure whether this was legal but nobody bothered us apart from
the noise from closing t ime revel lers and the wind rat t l ing the washboards.

Most of Saturday was spent on the M5 which was extremely busy and gave
us t ime to ref lect  on our hol iday. Our cruise couldn' t  compare with the
eprcs of 'Owaar of Mercia' , but we all agreed that this is an ideal area for a
family cruise in a Swi l t  and we determined to return one day (af ter we've
'done' the Morbihan, the Costa Brava, the Nether lands, the East Coast
r ivers,  the Charentee Mari t ime, the West Coast of  Scot land etc,  etc,  etc)

PHIL. LIND. ANNETTE AND NEIL SMITH

Editors 'Note:

We spent the Summer of  '95 in the Carr ick Roads basing ourselves at  Mylor
with a good slop, t rai ler  and carparking (Charge) wi l l  fu l l  faci l i t ies.  An
excel lent area to sai l  in.


