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1. ED'S COLUMN

I wonder if any member has heard of a guy by the name of William Sutton. History
doesnt record whether he included sailing as one of his hobbies, but for the
unenlightened among us I am able to reveal that William Sutton was a famous
American bank-robber. Not one of these strpid, unintelligent bank-robbers (I don't
mean to sound criminalist), Mr Suton was indeed a bit of a philosopher. When asked
by a newspape,r reporter "EIey Willie, how come you rob banksJ" he very sensibly
replied 'Hell, that's where the money is," Anyway, it was whilst pufting together ftis

newsletter that I remembered another philosophical gem uttered by William Sutton -
"You can get firrther with a kind word - and a gun, than you can with a kind word

alone."

It was mid-November and I reatised thatthe December issue of the Swiftnewsletter
was due out soon. I opened my Newsletter Material file to find fre cupboard bare.

Not a log. Not a tecbnical topic. Not acruising chatter. Nothing!

T.{o worries", I thought 'T'll make a couple of calls, ask nicely for an article, write an

editorial, an annormcement about the AGM, some filler advefis, and pad it out with

the me,nrbership list Hey presto! Newsleter No 37. A bit risky, but as long as

someone contributes some&ing I shottld be alrig[t

Well, my 'couple of requesS' worked. Boy did they work. Thanks to the generosity of

two or three contributors I have more than enough to create an all-action, frrn-packed,

6s6ting-at-the-seams, un-put-downable newsletter - and some material to spare for

the next one.

So yah-boo-sucks to you William Suton. Notwitbstanding one tongue-in-cheek

accusation of arm twisting, I find a kind word alone to be adequate. My grateful

thanks to the contributors for their efforts above and beyond the call. But all those of

you who nevel contribute to the newsletter, be wamed. I'm being measured for a

holster.
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AGIyI

The next Annual Ceneral Ivieeiing of the Switt ()wners Associiltion will f.alie place on
Sr,rnclay 19th January 1992. Last yeilr's iclea to hold the rneetins in the Nlicilancis, in an
etfort to attracf. members trom lhe Midlands :lnd North, proved to be a little
disappointinq, and due to the excellent furuout at ttrc Southem L.aying-IJp Supper ttre
otrv.ious venue woultl be around the same area. It lias lhcrelore been deciciecl to hold
the AGIVI at The Hiiton Lodge F{otel which is.iust off .trunction 6 of the IvI3
Motorway, near Basingstoke. The meeling will corlmence at 2.30pm and cotfee/tea
anri hiscuits will be scrved at arouncl -1.30prn- [,or thoscr, who wish. Sunriay lunch is
availatrle tor ttle pric:e of f9.75 per peffion. So why not come aiong eariy to enjoy a
n:eai with your t'eiiow Switlies.

Ptrease rnake every efTort to atfend this irnpontant rneeting.If, however you are
unax,:ie to attend, please nominate a memher tbr your proxy vote. Enclosed with this
newsietter you wili find t'urther details together with the Agenda. I am vc.ry pieasecl to
announce that Chris ()'Brien has agreecl to stancl again for the position of T'reauurer
and Alan Murphy has agreed to stancl again tor fhe position of Technical Editor.
However, this does not exclude anyone else wtro wishes Lo volunteer lor fhese
positions, and all such nominations will be accepted. The posts of Secretary,
Newsletter Editor and Regional Representatives need to be tilled and to this enctr I
have enclosed torms tor your completion. Please give serious consideration to these
as thcrein lies the future of the Association. - Ed

OREETINGS
Roz and I would like to wish all members a very meruy Llhristmas, a happy New
Year, and a prosperous '92 tor all-

Doug Rroclie

3. REGIONAL ROI,NDUP

COVER STORY
Does any Swilt owner have experience of the "Plastic Encapsulation" method of
wrapping up the boat tbr winter? I rernemher reading somewhere that it is a good
scheme for protecting and preserving a boat in ttre off season, but can't seem to tjnd
anyone who has actually tried it. I seem to need a new hoat cover every winter, and
lhey don't really keep the boat dry either. Any suggestions would be welcomed.

Bob Goddard (SO30 GOLD RIJSH)



SOIITFIERN LAYING IJP STJPPI]R

The southcrn laying up supper tootr place on Sahrrday 2nd Novernher at the Queen

Inn i1l)ummcr, Hants.'I'tris proverd to bc onc of the most successtul events of the

Switt Association tor a long iime. A total of 35 people turned up at this beautiful

couutry pub anrl began the evening mixing and rningling over a couple r:f drinks

(courtesy of the Associat"ion). At arouncl 8.00pm we sat clown to enioy a good meal

ancl a triendly atmosphere. At the end of the evening a handful of the more intrepid

. revellers wenl onto ""joy a iate cuppa at the home of Mike and Jeanette Edwards. It

was great to meet up wiitr old triencts as well as turn a few names into taces and I

think I can safely say that a splendi<l evening was hacl by all. Rcrll on next year! Those

lucky enough to attend were:

- IlrJan & Eileen,A.dams
David Boothroyd

,rDoug & Roz Brodie
Jim & Sue Crick
Norman & Caryl l)onaldson

Y Colin & Rachel Edwards
.z Michacl & .Ieanette Edwards

Nick & Kate Greenwood
rzSteve & Moira Hart
" f)on & Brenda HarveY

Brian Fludson
Roger Marsh

'; Alan & HeatherMurPhY
. Chris & Sandra O'Brien
'- .Iohn & A]ison Palmer
i Lawrence &.Ianet Pcracock
. Roger & Carina Pigden

Aian & Lesiey ProbYn
x Peter & Louise Swailow

TINKERBELL
PORTFOLIO

SILVER LINING
KIPPATOO

MARGITLET|A
LAI.]VIC
MYSTIC

LADYBIRD
PAPILLON

/ ICARLTs

TIGER LILY
ICARI]S

WTNDSONG
POLLYAN}.iA

CFLARISMA
FMLISE

SLINBUR.S'T

lf

WANTEI)
Is there anyone out there who has a cockpit tent and<loesn't use it' and who would

like to sell it? If so please contact me on $287 632463'

Brian HorrrbreY (SO 307 MARIKO)

FOR SALE
Two 6.40x13 ply Crr:ssply tyres to suit SBS Swift 18 trailer' These tyres are now

obsolete and difficutt to rind. They have been used but I have now changed to

Radials. say about f 15 for both. call 0703 253008 @astleigh, Hants)'

L
L-

Alan Murphy (SO217 TIGER LILI)
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4. TECHilICAL TOPICS

Making Ilfe easier and nore confortable aboarcl your Swift is
something that interests us all. 0n this theme, here is a short
review of some previously published ideas for keeping the boat tidy
and shipshape.

STORAGE SOLUTIONS

Much of  the potent ia l  s torage space in  a Swi f t  is  taken up
w i th  the  foam f i l l i nq  be tween ' the  i nne r  and  ou te r  hu l l .  Wh i l s l :
th is  makes the boat  uns inkable,  i t  does reduc:e the vo lume of
space  ava i l ab le  fo r  s to rage .  Use fu l  s t c , rage  space  i s  t he re fo re
valuable.  Over  the years many ingenious so l .u t ior rs  have been
publ ished for  overcoming th is  problem -  I  th ink the winuer ,  in '
terms of  number of  ideas submit t ,ed must  be Doug Angus of  'C j . r

Mlror '  lStZe 1 -  Many thanks Doug.  The d iagrams shown on
subsequerr t  pages are taken f ro tn the prev ious newslet ters  and
prov ide  the  de ta i l s ,  so  you  shou ld  no t  need  to : : ' e f ' e r  t o  t he
newslet ters  nrent ioned.

1 .  Under  Cockp i t  S to rage  T rays

The space under  the cockpi t  seems to remair t  fa i r ly  cool  and i1 :
i s  a  popu la r  p lace  fo r  keep ing  f resh  food ,  bee r ,  w ine  e tc .
Many Srv i f t ies use p last ic  t rayrs,  boxes or  bas l<e ' l :s  for  ho ld ing
these j - terms.  Plast ic  baskr : ts  may be t ied togel . t rer  to  form a
t t ra in t .  Th i s  a l l ows  the  rea rmos t  one  to  be  p ru l ' l - ed  ou t  eas i l y ,
on 'Upesi f  (SO37) Jack Counsel l  uses two home:r :ade p lywood
t r a y s ,  3 0 . 5 r r x 1 O r t x 2 t r  ( s e e  N L  2 0 - 5 ) .  A l t e r n a t i . , ' e l y  t c i r  l v l h o r '
m a k e s  u s e  o f  4  n a r r o w  p l a n t  p o t  t r a y s  ( s g e  N [ ,  3 0 - 1 3 ) .

2.  Quar te ' rber th Shelves

The upper  par t  o f  the leg spac, :  in  the quar ter  ber ths can
eas i l y  be  used  by  bu i l d ing  i n  a  she l f  o r  p ipe -co t .  ' T iqe r

L i l y t  (5217)  uses  a  p l ywood  she l f  sc rewed  to  the  u .nde rs : l de  o f
the cockpi t  so le and rest ing on a bat ten g lued t :o  the hul l .
'H igh  KV '  (now t chaos ' ,  5213)  has  p l l r uood  she lves  moun ted  a
I i t t l e  h ighe r  on  each  s ide ,  bu ' t  f i t t ed  w i th  a  doo r  as  we l l .  I t
does not  s ign i f icant ly  reduce the leg space avai lab le for  the
quarter berths

Doug Angru.s has added a small drawer below the quarterberth
shel f ;  th is  is  usefu l  for  ho ld:Lng char ts  and pa; :ers  (see NL
t 6 - 2 2 )  .

An a l ternat ive so lut ion is  to  use p ipe-cots  made f rom canvas
or  net t ing.  These are l ike por- lab le s t retchers us ing dolve l
rods  on  the  l ong  s ides .  These  a re  use fu l  f o r  ho ld ing  sa i l s ,
w a t e r p r o o f s  o r  l i f e j a c k e t s  ( s e r :  N L  5 - L 3 ,  L Q - 7 ,  a n d  3 3 - 3 ) .

I
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3 .  Cockp i . t  Locke rs

Storage in  the cockpi t  lockers can be i .mproved by making a
ne t t i ng  p ipe -co t  t o  f i t  so  tha t  i t  i s  l eve l  w i th  and  beh ind
the locker  l id .  The vo lume of  space behind the cockpi t  seat
can then be used to s tore sa i l  baqfs,  rope,  wel l ingtons and the
I i ke  ( 'T ige r  L i l y '  has  these  f i t t ed  and  a re  ve ry  use fu l  f o r
ho ld ing  i t ems  wh ich  a re  no t  f reguen t l y  used ,  see  NL  22 -5 ) .

Doug Angnrs f i t ted two sheet  meta l  tearst  to  a too l  box such
thai  they rest  on the cockpi t  locker  r im.  The too l  box is
read i l y  ava i l ab le  as  i t  i s  j us t  be low  the  l i d  ( see  I ' t r L  16 '22 ) .

4 .  G a l l e y  S p a c e

Severa l  Swi f ts  spor t  var i -ous improvements to  the s torage area
behind the s ink and cooker .  Most  o f  these are custom bui l t  to
s u i t  t h e  s i z e  o f  p l a t e s ,  m u g s  a n d  g f l a s s e s  i n  u s e .  B o t h t T i g e r
L i l y t  and  'C i r  Mhor t  use  a  sys tem o f  wooden  she iv ing  wh ich
f i t ;  i n  t he  gap  j us t  f o rward  o f  t he  sea t  backs .  ( see  fo r
example,  NL l -6-2 l - ) .  Another  s imple so lut ion is  to  use a couple
of  shock cords s t retched across the gap -  th is  is  s imple to
f i t  and  can  be  used  fo r  re ta in ing  a  va r i -e t y  o f  ob jec ts -  ( see

N L  5 - L O ,  6 - 1 1  a n d  1 0 - 5 ) .

Tony Smart  (Smarty  SO75) hJ"  created a new storagre space just

forward of the cooker and sink by reshaping the two forward
s ide shelves.  He removed the f ront  sect ion of  the ex is t ing
shel f  to  prov ide more foot - room in the forward ber th and used
the piece to span the cooket/sink moulding. The rear part of
ttre stretf is then moved inboard to provide a t* ider shelf and
more  s to rag re  a rea  (NL  15 -22 ,  .

5 .  Hatchway Seat  Box

In NL 33-5 Doug descr ibed a s imple box which can be f i t ted to
the hatchway I ip .  The box has a l i f t ing l id  and can a lso be
used as a convenient  seat .

Do not  forget  to  send in  your  own ideas for  th is  co lumn.  We
cannot  produce i t  w i thout  your  input .

A lan Murphy -  Technica l  Edi tor .  (T iger  L i ly  52L7)
see address on back cover .

i
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