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1. ED'S COLUMN

As sailors, we build up an instinct to be able to react to problems as they
arise. It is a sobering thought that something ss fickle as a gust of wind,
a fog bank or a slivver of seaweed can bring havoc to a pleasant day's
salling. to protect ourselves and our families' well being we invest and
train ourselves in the use of VEF radiotelephones, lifejackets, flares and
harnesses, and it gives us peace of mind to know that these things are there
in case we should get into difficulties.

But what happens if such fail-safes don't exist? What happrens when we are not

able to turn to some purrose-built gadget for an easy way out? The answer is °
eeee We make sacrifices. I'm sure many of us have had to resort to blind

instinct and ingenuity to save the day and it usually involves making

sacrifices., Whether it be cutting 3 warp, losing an anchor, tearing up a

blanket for a make-shift sail or sawing off a piece of the grill to make a <
shear-pin, we have to lose something in order to carry on.

In many ways our instinct for survival is also tested in other aspects of
life. Take the current economic recession for instsnce. I imagine most of us
have been affected, or know someone who has been affected by the slump.

The pundits tell us that we have now reached the nadir, and recovery is just
around the corner. But meanwhile we make sacrifices. We have to lose something
in order to carry on.

Which brings me (nicely contrived) round to the bombshell I have to drop.

I regret to say that the last six months of recession has taken its toll on
my own business and - well, the bottom line is that I have had to sell my
boat (still for sale at time of going to press).

Now I know that it can be considered as ludicrous when the Secretary of the
Swift Owners Association doesn't even have a boat, which is why it is my duty
to come forward to you, the memtership, and offer to step down as Secretary/
Newsletter Editor - to do the decent thing. logistically, the organising of
an Extraordinary General Meeting can prove difficult and somewhat tedious,

so I am using this column to ask if there are any volunteers who wish to take
over the position of Secretary/Newsletter Editor for the remainder of this
year. May I say at this point that I would be happy - nay proud to continue
performing the function, assuming there are no reasonable objections. I enjoy
the job immensely. But if any membter would like to take over the task, please )
write to myself or Chris O'Brien giving details together with names of your
proposer and seconder.

0.K. enough sbout that . Let's get down to enjoying the newsletter. My thanks
to all those who contributed. The amount and diversity of material makes
editing not only interesting but a pleasure as well, Please keep the titbits
coming in. Now we're in mid-season there must be plenty of stories to tell.

Good sailing and fair winds. Ch, and if any Swiftie in the Solent area is
in need of a competent crew, including cook and dishwasher, Roz and I would
welcome enquiries.
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2. ADMIN NCTES

REPRESENTATIVES

Volunteers are required to represent the following areas:

SCOTLAND

LAKES & NORTH WEST
MIDLANDS

SOUTH WEST

EAST COAST

WALES

If anyone is interested in taking up any of these posts please contact me
-Ed

ASSOCIATION ITEMS

We still have S18 burgees available at a cost of £5.40 each, including postage.
The Association tie, gold strips on navy with a small 518 logo sells at £4.00
each including postage. Ladies neck scarfs in dark blue with a white border
and small S18 logo are also available at a cost of £4.00 each, including
postage. Please apply to Chris O'Brien.

MEMBERSEIF UPDATE

As promised, this newsletter contains an update of the membership list.
Sadly, the number of members is reduced. This is mainly due to boats being
sold to un-known buyers. If you sell your boat it is important to let us
know the details of the buyer so that we may invite them to join the

Swift Owners Association. Please help us to keep the Association buoyant.



3, REGIONAL ROUNDUP

SOUTH COAST RALLY 4th to éth MAY

The word was that there was going to be a good turnout for the South Coast's
first rally of the season. Saturday morning arrived with a fresh northerly
force 5. The crew of five Swifts turned up at Bucklers Hard: CEARISMA, PUFFIN,
GIULIA, SILVER LINING and HELISE. After a small conference it was decided

that it was too cold and miserable, with the forecast promising more of the
same, and that the rally was a non-starter! The respective crews of CHARISMA
and GIULIA packed up and headed to Berkshire where they spent a pleasant day
together. SILVER LINING and HELISE decided to spend the day in Southampton

and review the situation later in the day. First stop was Lepe Beach and
Country Park which can be seen as you are leaving the Beaulieu River. Coffee
all round warmed us up a little and although the Solent looked fairly benign
there wern't many boats out. A pleasant day was had in Southampton. The ladies
at Ocean Village, the men at the Hall of Aviation. By the middle of the
afternoon the sun had come out and although still very cold, we decided to
return to the boats. Back at Bucklers Hard we met Bob and Maggie Payne on
PUFFIN. We decided to sail to Lymington for the night, Wooton Creek (the
original plan) not a good place to be in a Northerly wind.

Launching toock a little longer than usual due to the fact that a couple of
people had decided to scrub their boats on the slipway. We eventually got away
at about 6.00pm. Once out of the river, with two reefs in the main and full
genoa we had a super sail on a beam reach all the way down to Lymington,
averaging 5% knots and touching 6 knots on occasions! Jim Crick (SILVER LINING)
called ahead on VHF to Iymington Yacht Haven and booked us in as one 54 footer!
It was cheaper than going in individually. Once tied up we retred to Iymington
Town Yacht Club for refreshments at about 9.0Cpm.

The night was one of the coldest I've spent afloat, with the ladies suffering
most.

Next morning it was decided to sail up to Cowes. PUFFIN had to return home on
the Sunday, so set off early to Newtown for lunch, SILVER LINING and HELISE
hoping to rendevous there on the way to Cowes. As so often happens we were

late leaving and so we went straight to Cowes. Another super sail was had, the
only,difference being the wind over tide making it rather bumpy towards the end.
The visitors' pontoon at Cowes was full and rather than go into Ancasta we

ended up at the National Sailing School FPontoons. Prices were reasonable with
adequate facilities with a bar, and common room for children,

Yet another cold night (I dressed to go to bed) was had by all.

Monday morning arrived as cold as ever, SO breakfast out was suggested. Jim and
his son Ben were early risers and had theirs at the Sailing School. The rest

of us had ours at a cafe in the Figh Street. The Northerly was still with us

so the beat across to the Beaulieu River was not looked forward to. As it
turned out there was more Fasterly in the wind which enabled us to lay the
Beaulieu River entrance in one tack! We continued tacking up the river,

SILVER LINING just about all the way. We resorted to the engine about two
thirds up when my wife declared she was exhausted (I must get her on a

fitness programme).

We recovered the boats with no problems. It was agreed that the sailing had
been first class, but the weather left a lot to be desired.

Alan Probyn
SO 9 HELISE
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ANK HOLIDAY RALLY - 25th to 27th MAY

SATURDAY 25th: The afternoon saw five Swifts turn up at Newtown freek.an
the Isle of Wight. CHARISMA, PAPILLON, CADDYSHACK, PUFFIN and TINKERBELL.
The overnight stay got off to a good start with some liguid refreshment
at the "New Inn" in Shalfleet.

SUNDAY 26th : Almost becalmed, the five intrepid mariners (together with
their hearty crews) drifted with the tide, with hardly enough air to fill

a sail until they were just off Yarmouth when the motors were started and
they motor-sailed to Alum Bay where they met up with KITTIWAKE. After lunch
on board the fleet set sail back in an easterly direction, the wind having
increased to a 3 or 4. CADDYSHACK, PAPILLON and KITTIWAKE broke off from

the floatilla and headed for their respective home anchorages. Meanwhile, the
others continued on a broad reach into Yarmouth, arriving at around 5.00pm.
At Yarmouth they met up with HELISE and SILVER LINING. Another very pleasant

evening was spent at a local hostelry.

MONDAY 27th: PUFFIN and TINKERBELL set sail early in the morning to catch
the tide heading east. CHARISMA, HELISE and TIGER LILY sailed to Keyhaven
for lunch and returned to Bucklers Hard on the next tide, arriving at
around 8.00pm.

Roger Pigden
30 134 CHARISMA

Members who sail out of Bucklers Hard on the Beaulieu River have the
opportunity of using our short wheel base 4 wheel drive Land Rover.
This offers superbly easy launching and recovery - particularly at
awkward times of the tide. We have used it at high tide (when ordinary
car wheels wont grip on the stones) and at low tide (when the trailer
is over the edge of the slipway) and the Land Rover didn't even flinch!
If anyone is interested in Jjoining our pool of users please contact me.

Roger Pigden
SO 134 CHARISMA
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My sympathy goes out to Rex Pitt (SEASWIFT) who turned out for both Bank
Holiday rallies in the Solent. Unfortunately, on both occasions, he and the
pack missed each other!

Ed
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4. TECHNICAL TOPICS

An Electric Swift

When we first saw the Swift at Hunters in Hamble, she had no
name, no SSR number and we have since found that even the
sail number might be wrong. That didn’t stop us. She had
been owned by a chap in the Navy who only used her when he
was home off the ship, so for 5 years old she was immaculate.
The price was right, so we bought her. The first thing was
to christen her "Kittiwake".

After a seasons intermittent sailing winter came and thoughts
moved to improvements, primarily electricity. Kittiwake came
with a 4HP Yamaha outboard, but no battery and therefore no
navigation lights. The winter project was to be installing a
power system with nav and cabin lights, followed by nav
instruments.

The design stage was slow. Having never done anything like
this before, advice was sought, particularly from Nigel
Rennie (Kaddishack) who provided the design for the wiring
loom based on his own installation. For this I am eternally
grateful.

Starting from the stern, a lighting coil was needed in the
Yamaha to charge the battery. This was bought from a local
Yamaha dealer (courage failed me at the though of building

one myself!) for less than £40.00 - the second most expensive
item of the project. Installation was simple - or so the
dealer said! Simply take off the fly wheel and fit the coil .
in the space provided .... what could be easier? Taking the

fly wheel off took 6 to 7 hours of blood, sweet and tears,
literally, since I could not get it to 1ift. I built a wheel
puller using %" steel, which promptly bent. I gave up and
took the engine to the repair section of the Yamaha dealer
early one morning. He hit the nut with a 10lb hammer and it
came apart in the right way!

Getting back home, I fitted the coil and a bridging rectifier
from Maplins Electronics in Southampton. Since the lighting
coil came with no statement about output other than it was 12
volt output, I relied on Nigels’ diagram saying 30Amps and
advice from the staff at Maplins, who were helpful beyond all
expectation. The rectifier fitted directly into the
outboard, so I soldered the leads from the lighting coil
direct to the rectifier and a 2.5mm twin core flex to the
output side. The flex was taken out of a hole (suitably
grommeted) in the port side of the engine (when installed)
and connected to a two pole driplug. The other part of the
driplug was fitted to the port side of the engine compartment
(posh name for the hole in the sternt!).

In the port side locker the plan called for a fuse and
indicator light as well as a single pole master switch. (A
two pole switch is better than a single since it will isolate
both the positive and negative sides of the circuit, but I
couldn’t find one at a reasonable price in the time




