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1. mfs cOT,uMN

As sai-l-ors, we builC up an insti:ct to be able to react to problems as they
ari-se. It is a sobering thought thal something a.s fickle as a gust of wind,
a fog bank or a sliwer of seaweeC een bri-ng havoc to a pleasant Cayfs
sai l ing. to protect ourselves a:r i .  our fanr i l iesr wel l  being we invest and
train ourselves in t ] :e use of VE, radiotelephones, l i ie jackets, f lares and
harnessesr and i t  gives us peace of mind to know that these thino" erp fherc
in case we should get into di f f icul t ies.

hrt what happens if such fai-l-safes dontt exist? i' lhat happens when we are not
able to turn to some purDose-bui1t gadget for an easy way out? The answer is
. . . .  w€ make sacri f ices. i rm sure many of us have had to resort  to bl ind
instinct and ingenuity to save the day and it usually involves making
sacri f ices. ' r lhether i t  be cutt i -ng a warp, losing an anchor,  tear ing up a
blanket for a make-shift sail or sawing off a piece of the grilI to make a
shear-pin, we have to lose something in order to carry on.

In many ways our i-nstinct for surrival ls also tested in other aspects of
l i fe.  Take the cument economie reeession for instance. T imagine most of us
have been affected, or know soneone who has been affected by the slump.
The pundits tell us that we have now reached the nadir, and recovery is just
arounC the corner. Brat meanwhile ve make sacrifices. ', ' je have to lose somethine
i-n order to carry on.

Which brlngs me (nicely contrived) round to the bombshell f have to drop.
I regret to say that the last six nonths of recession has taken its toll on
my ovin business and - we11, the bottom line is that f have had to sell- my
boat (st i l l  for sale at t i -me of going to press).

Now f know that 1t can be consi-cered as ludicrous when the Secretary of the
Swift Ovrners Association doesnrt even have a boat, which is why it is my duty
to come forward to you, the membership, and offer to step down as SeereLary/
Newsletter Editor - to do the decent thing. Iogistically, the organising of
an Ertraordinary General Meeting can prove difficult and somewhat tedioust
so I am usi-ng this column to ask if there are any volunteers who wish to take
over the position of Secretary,/.' iewsletter Editor for the remainder of this
year. May I say at this poi.nt that f would be happy - nay proud to continue
perforrning the functlon, assurning there are no reasonable objections. I enjoy
the job tnmensely. But if any menber would like to take over the task, please
write to myself or Chris OrBrien giving details together with narnes of your
proposer and seconder.

0.K. enough about that. I -et fs get down to enjoying the newsletter.  l fy thanks
to all those who contributed. Ttre amount and diversity of material makes
editing not only interesting but a pleasure as we11. Please keep the titbits
coming in. Nor* we rre in rniC-season there must be plenty of stories to teI1.

Good sailing and fair winds. Ctr, and if any Swiftie in the Solent area is
in need of a competent crevr, including cook and di-shwasher, Roz and I would
welcome enquiries.
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?. ADMI}I NCTES

REPRISEIIT:i.TIY3S

Volunteers are recuireC to represent the fol lowing areas:

SCOTLAND

LAKES & NORTH ';{rEST

I'IIDLAIiDS

SOUTH I..IEST

EAST COAST
',/iAlES

Tf enwone is interested in taking up any of these posts please contact me
EIJ

ASSOCIATION IIB{S

]lie stil1 have S1B burgees available at a cost of 15.{0 each, including postage.
v 

The Association tie, gold strips on navy with a smel-l SIB logo sells at f,4.00

each including postage. ladies neck searfs in de.rk blue with a white border

and smal-l S18 logo are also available at a cost of fd.OO each, including

postage. Please apply to Chris OfBrien.

MEYBERSIfiP UPDA?E

As promised, this newsletter contains an update of the membership 1ist.
Sad1y, the number of members is reduced. This is mainly due to boats being
sold to un-kno'*n buyers. If you se11 your boat it is irnportant to let us
know the Cetails of the buyer so that lle may invite them to join the
Swift ftrners Association. Please help us to keep the Association buoyant.



t. REGI0U4!_B9gI!UP

SOUTH COAST RAIIY 4th to 5tn UaY

The word was that there was going to be a good turnout for the South Coastrs

first ra11y of the season. Saturday morning arrived with a fresh northerly
forne E^ The nrew of five Swifts turned up at Bucklers Hard: CFARfSIiA, PUFFII\,
L v L  v e  ) .

GIULIA, SIIVER TINING and llELfSE. Mter a small- conference it was decided

that i t  was too cold and miserable, with the forecast promising more of the

same, and that the ra11y was a non-starterl the resnective crews of CHARISMA

and GIULIA packed up and headed to tserkshi-re where they spent a pleasant day

together. SITVER LINING and HELISE decided to spend the day in Southampton

and revie'l the situation later in the day. First stop was Iepe Beach and

Country Park which can be seen as you are leavi-ng the Beaulieu River. Coffee

all round warmed us up a 1ittle and although the Solent looked fairly benign

there wernrt  many boats out.  Apleasant day was had in Southampton. The ladies

at gcean Vi.llage, the men at the Hal1 of Aviation. $r the rniddle of the

afternoon the sun had come out and although stil1 very eo1d, we decided to

return to the boats. Back at E:cklers Ilard we met Bob and l' laggie Payne on

PUT"FIN. We decided to sail to Lymington for the night, Wooton Creek (the

original plan) not a good place to be in a Northerly wind.

Launching took a 1itt1e longer than usual due to the fact that a couple of

people had aec.ided to scrub their boats on the slipway. "'Ie eventually got away

at aUout 5.OQom. ftrce out of the river, with two reefs in the main and fu1l

senoa we had a super sail on a beam reach all the way down to lVryi1gt9!'-------\

averaging 5* knotb anC touching 5 lcnots on occasionst Jim Crick (SILVER LINING)

ca1led ahead on VIIF to Lymington Yacht Haven and booked us in as one 54 footerl

It was cheaper than going in individually. Once tied up we retred to Lymington

Tou'n Yacht Club for refreshments at about 9.OOpm.

The night was one of the coldest I tve spent af loat,  with the ladies suffer ing

m o  s t .

Next morning it was decided to sail up to Cowes. PUFFIN had to return home on

the Sund.ay, so set off early to Newtown for lunchr SfIVER LINING and HELISE

hopi-ng to- rendevous there on the way to Cowes. As so often happens we were

laie Leaving and so we went straight to Cowes. Another super sail was hadr the

on1y,diff""err"" being the wind over tide maki-ng it rather bunpy towards the end.

ttre- visitors I pontoon at Cowes was fu11 and rather than go i-nto Ancasta we

ended. up at the National SaiU-ng School Pontoons. Prices were reasonable with

adequatl facilities with a barl and cornmon room for children.

Iet another ccld night (I dressed to go to beci) was had by all.

Monday morning arrived as cold as ever, so breakfast out was suggested. Jin and

his son Ben were early risers and had theirs at the Sailing School. The rest

of us had ours at a eafe in the High Street. the Northerly was stil l with us

so the beat across to the Beaulieu River was not looked forward to. Ls it

turned out there was more Easterly in the wind whieh enabled us to lay the

Beaulieu River entrance in one tack! We continued tacking up the river,

slLVER LINTNG just about all the way. we resorted to the engine about two

thirds up when my wife declared she was exhausted (I nust get her on a

fitness programme ).

We recovered the boats with no problens. It was agreed that the sailing had

been f i rst  c lass, but the weather lef t  a 1ot to be desired.

A.1-an hobyn

SO 9 HEIISE
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BAIIK HCLIDAY P"AILY - 25Lh to 27th I'{AY

SATURDAY 25Lhz The afternoon saw five Swifts turn up at Newto',^m -Cr:eek:qn

the fsle of ':-Iight. CHARISMA, PAPIILOI'I, CIJDYSHACK, PIIFFIII and TfNKERBELI.

the overnight stay got off to a good start with some Ii-quid refreshnent

at the rrliew lrrr't in Shalfleet.

SUN-ID.{Y 25th : ,^a'Trost beealmed, the five intrepid rnariners (together with

their hearty crews ) ariftea with the tide, with hardly enough air to fil l

a sail until they were just off Yarmouth when the motors were started and

they motor-sailed to Alum Bay where they met up r*ith KITTIvJAXE. After lunch

on board the fleet set sail back in an easterly direction, the wind having

increased Lo a 3 or {. CADDYSiiACK, PAPILLOI{ and KITTII{AXE broke off from

the floatilla and headed for their respecti-ve home anchorages. ileanwhile, the

others continued on a broad reach i-nto Yarmouth, arrivi-ng at around 5.0opm.

Ai Yarmouth they met up with HELISE and SILVER IINING. Another very pleasant

eveni-ng was spent at a local hoste1ry.

MONDAY 27lht PUFFN and TINKERBEIL set sail early in the morni-ng to catch

the tiCe heading'east. CHARfSIIA, HETISE and TfGER LfLY sailed to Keyhaven

for lunch and returned to Bucklers Hard on the next tide, arriving at

around B.O0pm.

a ^- Roger Figden

SO 1'4 CHARISMA

Members who sail out of Bucklers Hard on the Eeaulieu River have the
opportunity of using our short wheel base 4 wheel drive Land Rover.
this offers superbly easy launching and recovery - particularly at
a',rkward tines of the tide. We have used it at high tide (when ordinary
car wheels wont grip on the stones) and at low tide (when the trailer
is over the edge of the slipway) ana the T,and Rover didntt even flinchl
lf anyone is interested in joining our pool of users please contact me.

' Roger Pigden

s0 114 CHARTSMA

STOPPRNSSSTOPPRSSSSTOPPRESSSTOPFRESSSTOPPRESSSTOPPRESSSTOPPRESSSTOPPRESSSTOPPR

l,fy sympathy goes out to Rex Pitt (srrstrmt) who turned out for both Bank
Holiday ral.lies ln the Solent. Unfortunately, on both occasions, he and the
pack missed each otherl

Ect
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4. TECHNICAL TOPICS

Ar t  E lec t r i c  Swi f t

When we f i rs t  saw the  Swi f t  a t  Hunters  in  Hamble ,  she  had no

name, r lo ssR number and we have since found that even tLre

sa i l  numler  migh t  be  wrongr .  That  d idn ' t  s top  us .  She had

been owned by a chap in the Navy whro only used her.  when Lre

was hrome o f  f  the  sh ip .  so  fo r  5  years  o ld  she was imrnacu la te .

The pr ice  e las  r igh t r  so  we bought  her .  The f i rs t  th ing  was

t o  c h r i s t e n  L r e r  " K i t t i w a k e " .

Aft .er a seasons intermit tent sai l ing winter came and thoughts

moved.  to  improvements ,  p r imar i l y  e lec t r i c i t y .  K i t ' t iwake came

with a 4HP Yamahra outboard, but no battery and therefore no

n a v i g a t i o n  l i g h t s .  T h e  w i n t e r  p r o j e c t  w a s  t o  b e  i n s t a l l i n g  a

power  sys t rem wi th  nav  and cab in  l igh ts ,  fo l lowed by  nav

ins t ruments .

The d.esig'n stage was slow. Having never done anythingi l ike

th is  be fore ,  adv ice  was sought ,  par t i cu la r ly  f rom Nige l

Rennie (Kadd. ishack) who provided the design for the wir ing

loom based.  on  h is  own ins ta l la t ion .  For  th is  I  am e terna l l y

gra te fu l .

S tar t ing  f rom the  s te rn ,  a  l igh t ing  co i l  was  needed in  the
yamaha !o cLrarge the battery.  l t i r is was boughrt  f  rom a local

Yamaha dealer lcor=age fai led me at the though of bui lCing

o n e  m w s e l f ! )  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  t 4 0 . 0 0  -  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  e x p e n s i v e
v Y ' -  '  t

i tem o :  t i : .e  p ro  jec t .  Ins ta l la t ion  was s imp le  -  o r  so  th re

dea ler  sa id  !  SLmpIy  take  o f f  the  f l y  whee l  and f i t  the  co i l
. i  n t-  ha ei) .arra nrnrr i  dc.d what COuId be eaSier? Taking the
I l l  u f  l g  D t / q 9 s

f l y  whee l  o f f  took  6  to  7  L rours  o f  b looC/  sweet  and tears '

l i l e ra l l y ,  s ince  I  cou ld  no t  ge t  i t  to -  l i f t  -  I  bu i l t  a  whee l

pul ler u-sing V" steel,  which promptly bent.  I  gave uP and

Loof  the  en l ine  to  the  repa i r  sec t ion  o f  the  Yamaha dea ler

early one morning. He hi l  the nut with a 101b Lrammer and i t

came apart  in the r ight waY!

Get t ing  back  home,  I  f i t ted  the  co i l  and a  br idg ing  rec t i f ie r

r rom rur io l  ins  E lec t ron ics  in  Southampton.  S ince  the  l igh t ing

coi l  caire with no statement about output other thran i t  was L2

volt  output,  I  rel ied on Nigels '  diagram saying 3OAmps and

ad.vice from tLre staff  at  l tapl ins, who were helpful  beyond al l

expec ta t ion .  Thre  rec t i f ie r  f i t ted  d i rec t l y  in to  the

outboard ,  so  I  so ldered  the  leads  f rom th re  1 i9h t in9  co i l

d . i rec t  to  the  rec t i f ie r  and a  2 .5mm tw in  core  f  lex  to  the

outpu t  s ide .  The f lex  was taken ou t  o f  a  ho le  (su i tab ly

gro'nmeted) in the port  s ide of the engine (when instal led)

ind connected to a two pole dr iptug. The ottrer part  of  t l re

dr iplug was f i t ted. to the port  s ide of the engine compartment

(poifr  na*e for tbre hole in the stern !  )  '

In the port  s id.e locker the plan cal led for a fuse and

ind . ica t i r  1 igh t .  as  weI I  as  a  s ing le  po le  master  sw i tch .  (A

two po le  swi€ch is  be t te r  than a  s ing le  s ince  i t  w i l l  i so la te

botn-  the  pos i t i ve  and negat ive  s ides  o f  the  c i rcu i t ,  bu t  I

could.n, t  f  ind one at a reasonable pr ice in the t ime
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