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1. ED'S COLUMN

“Nayver volunteepr for anuthing”, my father used to s
the thought that ran briefly across mu mind at th
was announced that the position of Secretarus/Newslea r
had become wvacant and that candidates for the position should
make themselves known to the attending members. [ loocked around
the room expecting to count the raised hands and immediately
recognised that, far froem the same thougaht “running briefliy"

auy. This was
- ’

tditor

across everyone else's mind, that same thought had effectively
pulled up an armchair and made itself at home in the wvery
epicentre of the gathering's collective mind. With the same in-

tense concentration that one would find in an hotel elevator each
pair of eyes was managing to gaze in a different direction fron
every other pair of eues, and the psychological heels were firmly
dug 1in.

1 turned back to look at the outgoina Secretaruy and the Tfreasurer
to see what their next move would be, only to find them both
staring at me with broad grins of an intensity that would meit an
anchor chain. at that moment, to my surprise ! heard a voice say
“0.K. You have a wvolunteer™. But surprise gave way to a warm con-
tentment when I realised the voice was mine.

fo briefly introduce muself to those who have not yet had the
dubious pleasure of rescuing me, sauirming at my lack of sailing
ability or 1laughing at my ridiculous attempts at launchina and
recovering my «<apat, 1 am Uoug Brodie. I have been a Swiftie for
oniy one and a half wuears and my boat is Swift 18 No 119 who
answers to the name of GIULIA. My wife (who answers to the name
of Roz} is myu crew and we sail out of Bucklers Hard on the

solent.

As this is my fTirst newsletter I must take this opportunity to
thank Lawrence and Janet Peacock for their tremendous work over
the last four years. fhe newsletter is the backbone of the As-
sociation and it is due to their dedication, suoport, effort and
gquidance that the Association continues to exist and prosper.
Many of wus are aware that the secretarial duties go beyond put-
ting out a newsletter every guarter and that Lawrence and Janet
have assisted many a prospective Swiftie as well as new and old
members with all sorts of problems. They certainly deserve their
honorary membership. I wish them good luck with their new boat
and fair winds. {'m sure we will hear from them from time to time
with more of their newsletter contributions.



Well, nere it is then - myu first newsletter. 1'm a bit nervous so
please excuse the shakuy tupewriting. As I said before, the
newsletter 1is the backbone of the Association and uyou must help
me to carry it through without any slioped discs or aching wver-
tibrae. 1 look forward to receiwing uyour input in the form of
logs, stories, embarrassing situations, technical hints, ideas or
letters., Please don't be like my father who suggested that we
shouldn't volunteer, I volunteered to be the Editor - [ hope uouy
volunteer the editorial.

TEAM " 91

As dYou will read in the AGM report there are a couple of other
changes in the Association officers for the 1991 season. Mark
Fawcett has now sold his Swift and the idea of some sort of or-
ganised racing didn't seem to gel last season. Nigel Rennie
(CADDYSHACK) has had to relinquish his position of Regional Rep-
resenptative for Solent and the South. We thank Nigel for his work
in tne past. I'm sure we will see him regularly out on the Solent

and 1 look forward to reading his contributions to the newslet-
ter. Houwever, 1l am veru pleased that the post has been filled by
my qood friend Roger Pigden (CHARISMAL. I know that Roger will

organise sonf® super meetings and rallies for those who can get to
the solent area. It will be worth the trip!

Our thanks go to Chris 0'Brien ({CARUS! who staus on as Treasurer
and Aian Murphuy (TIGER LILYJ who has agreed to continue as our
Technical Editer. Paul Smith (PEPPERMINT CREAM) has kindly ac-
cepted to retain his position of East Coast Regional Reore-
sentative,

GREETINGS
Roz and [ would like to wish all members a pleasant and success-

ful season. We look forward reading about your experiences in fu-
ture newsletters.



2. ADMIN NOTES

SUBSCRIPTIONS

I am pleased to announce that once again there will be no in-
crease in annual subscription fees. These are now due and should
be sent to Chris 0'Brien together with the enclosed form.

ASSOCIATION ITEMS

We still have S18 burgees quailable at a cost of £5.40 each in-
cluding postage. The association tie, qgold strips on navy with a
small $18 logo sells at £4.00 each including postage. A ladies
neck scarf in dark blue with a white border and small S18 logo is
also available at a cost of £4.00 each including postage. Please

apply to chris U'Brien.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

This newsletter contains an update of the membership 1list. We
will prepare a revised list later in the year.

~

3. REGIONAL ROUNDUP

SOLENT & SOUTH

[ am currently planning two rallies in May to coincide with the
bank holiday weekends. BY the time you receive this neuwsletter 1
will have worked out routes and overnight stops, soO all those who
wish to join in please contact me on (0635) 36393 when I'11 be

happy to give uou details.

ROGER PIGDEN (SO 134) Y

LOCAL TIDE TABLES FOR LAUNCHING AND RECOVERING

TIDES BST 1990 BUCKLERS HARD _ Min Depth over Chart Datum — Launch 1.8m — Recover2.1m Full & Change 11.33

P'mth| B. Hard Launch Recover P'mth| B. Hard Launch Recover

:Date | HTide| Mtrs| Mtrs FROM TO FROM TO Date HTide| Mtrs| Mtrs FROM | TO FROM T0O
b3—Mar [ 08:21 | 29 1.1 12:33 12203]| 01—=Jun | 06:41 § 31| 13 10:20 10:05
21:04 | a1 | 1.1 14:25 |01:01 14:25| 00:39 19:26 | 32| 14 12:05 [23:19 | 1205 2257
>4—Mar | 09:16 | 21| o8|+ | 02:46[13:02 0246 | 1247 [02=Jun [ 07:43 | 30} 13 N| oo:s2| 11:28| 00:52| 11:06
21:57 | a1] o9 15:05| 01:27 | 15:05| 01:12 20:21 | 32| 14 13:13| 00:19| 13:13| 23:57
- P5—Mar | 11:04 | 33! o8 03:30| 14:47| 03:30 [14:25 03—Jun | 08:43 | 31} 13 01:53| 12:26 |01:53 |12:11
2342 | as| o5 16:47| 03:08|16:47 | 02:53 21:13 | 33| 13 14:11| 01:05]14:11 |00:42

The above table was prepared for Bucklers Hard for 1990 to show the safe times for launching and recovery based on observations of

lowest height of water for recovering a Swift 18,

The equivalert table for 1991 will be available shortly covering the weekends of March through to November and can be obtianed for

£2.50 from Saiaway Boats, 74 Hillcrest Rd, Bromley, BR1 4sD.

le, please send details of your primary Port and tidal curve together with the

If any Swifties from other areas would like a similar tab
of the time taken to prepare one oft tables, the charge for this will be £10.

minimum tide height for recovery in metres. Because

Chris O'Brien
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ADVERTISEMENT

COME TO ARGYLL

Here the Atlantic Ocean has shaped
some of the most breathtaking
scenery in Europe, and man has
built motorways and widened the
narrow roads to make your jourmney
as easy as possible.

Oban 1is only 235 miles from
Kendal.

On the southern shore of Loch
Creran, 10 miles North of Oban,

our centre specialises in making
life easy for the small craft
owner who wants a base for
sheltered sailing, or to leave car
and trailer in safety and head off
to enjoy the finest cruising in
Britain. The waters round this
coast offer everything from

‘mirror-smooth passages to vigorous

sail stretching runs.

Our concrete slipway with adjacent
jetty gives excellent access to
the the sea at all but the lowest
spring tid®. "Trevor the Tractor"
is always ready to assist with
launch and recovery.

The deep water moorings are close
to the shore 1in a sheltered,
peaceful setting and we provide a
courtesy boat for trailer sailors
without a tender, and yachts on
seasonal moorings.

The Boathouse provides a friendly
meeting place to drink coffee
while you make plans or reminisce
after a great holiday.

The parking area is close to the
slipway, and overlooking the
moorings is a grassy field for
tents and caravans.

A Pub and a good restaurant are
within easy walking distance and
there is accommodation locally at
a variety of prices.

Whichever point of the compass
you head for, afloat or ashore,
you'll find "things to do" and
places of interest to visit.

So, if you're fed up with the
hustle and bustle of an expensive
marina, bored with sailing on the
same stretch of inland lake,
dreaming of uninhabited islands
with sheltered bays, colonies of
seals and porpoises swimming
round your hull, it really is
high time you greased your wheel
bearings brushed up on your
navigation and set a course for
the West Coast of Scotland.

TRAILER-SAILER-SAILORS
GET AFLOAT AT CRERAN MOORINGS

WIHIAT MAKES A GOOD SCOTTISH HOLIDAY

Tractor assisted launch and recovery?
Safe car and trailer parking?
Quiet lochside camping?
Superb coastal sailing area?
Friendly people?

TRAILER-SAILER-SAILORS
GET AFLOAT AT
CRERAN MOORINGS

Barcaldine Oban 063 172 265



4, THE A.G.M. REPORT

The Annual General Meeting of the Swift Association was held on Sunday 27th
January at the Crossroads Hotel, Northampton.

12 Swifts were represented at the meeting, and with 17 postal returns that
meant that 29 Swifts were represented. 31 people attended the meeting.

The Secretary welcomed those present and thanked them for their support.He
explained that he was relinquishing his role as Secretary as 'Salu' was up

for sale, and a larger trailer sailer was in the pipeline.

AGENDA

Item 1 Secretary's Report

The 1990 Evwapts were briefly encountered, most had been reported in Newsletters,
but a mention was made of the May Bank Holiday rally to Bembridge, Isle of Wight
as no report had been submitted earlier. The weather was too calm for a good
sail from Cowes to Bembridge, so after a long haul round about 8 Swifts tied up
in Bembride Harbour and enjoyed a pleasant evening at the friendly  Yacht Club.
The Newtown Creek 'impromptu meet' in August was also mentioned for the great
turn out and very pleasant company. Again the South Coast enjoyed most rallies
and meets. Rutland Water had experienced a water shortaée which was hoped would
be rectified by next season. A mention of Paul Smith and his 'one man show' on
the East Coast was made too.

The Secretary thanked the Honorary Officers and Regional Representatives for
their support over the past 4 years, also Janet for her secretarial duties.

He also thanked all those members who had contributed to the Newsletters
especially the regular Log. writers.

He stated that each time a Newsletter went out he had promised himself that he
would start planning the next one, but in reality it was always left until the
last minute leading:to a mad rush to meet the deadline; even so it would all

be greatly missed. The Secretary also stated that one of the more interesting
sides to his role were the telephone conversations that he had had with Swift
Owners and would be Swift Owners, either in trying to find them a.Swift or

just talking about boats and sailing in general.

Item 2 Treasurer's Report

The Treasurer presented his accounts which were straight forward.
Subscriptions had held up well due to increased membership, more boats were back

into the Association again once they had been sold.




Marlin International had submitted subs. for sales of boats, although none
were forthcoming from Swift Boats.

There was an increase in fees for advertising.

Once again the Newsletter had been produced virtually cost free except for
postage.

The Secretary's expenses were minimal as were the Treasurer's.

The Gift was for Ron Pruce,ex Treasurer, on his retirement.

There were no objections to the Accounts which are shown overleaf.

Item 3 Membership

The Membership Secretary stated that if a boat was sold it would be of great
assistance to the Association if the name and address of the new owner were
sent to the Secretary, as a follow on would help to maintain the membership.
In the early days 70% of owners wer&nnembers, now there were between 80-88
members which meant that only 34% of boats built were in the Association,
ideally 50% would be better.

He also stated that there were still a stock of ties, scarves and burgees for

sale.

ITtem 4 Appointment of Voluntary Officers

Alan Murphy was willing to continue as Technical Editor.

Chris O'Brien was still willing to continue as Treasurer/ Membership Secretary.
Doug Brodie was voted in as Secretary / Editor of the Association.

Mark Fawcitt was selling his boat, therefore the position of Race Officer was

open, no one came forward — it was not imperative.

Item 5 Election of Regional Representatives

Nigel Rennie was standing down as South Coast representative due to pressures
of work.

Roger Pigden was voted in as Solent & South Coast representative.

Rex Pitt was voted in as a Sub Officer for the Chichester/ Hastings Area.
Paul Smith was willing to continue as the East Coast representative,

Volunteers were still required for Scotland --Lakes & N.West —-S.West & Wales.

ITtem 6 Subscription Rates

The Treasurer recommended that the Subs. be held at £8 - this was accepted.
He also suggested that the Association should endeavour to spend some money

for the benefit of the members.



Item 7 Any Other Business

It was mentioned in the past that a cash prize be given for Logs. or contributions
to a Newsletter. The Secretary emphasised that he had had a certain amount of
response against the idea. Some new suggestions included a Chandlers Token, an

engraved Bosun's Whistle, or an Ashtray or Mug with the Swift motif on.

Rallies could be organised with financial help from the Associatien e.g.postage

for mailshots, and payment of trailer park / launching charges etc.

Ted Williams said that he appreciated the work done over the past 4 years in the
production of the Newsletters, and enjoyed receiving them.
He also suggested a For Sale/ Wanted column with a facility for the exchange of

childrens safety geary’as an example

Harry Ellis wondered wether it was possible to have Boat Show tickets at a
cheaper rate through the Association, the idea was good, but the motion was
dropped as it was thought that a block booking would be required. 1t was said
that a discount scheme had been introduced by the R.Y.A. through their member-—
ship.

The Lymington Round the Island Power & Sail Race was to be organised again due
to popular demand.

The suggestion at the last A.G.M. of a Cross Channel trip was again mentioned
and a safe crossing was set for the late May Bank Holiday with Chris O'Brien

in his S23 - any S18's willing to Jjoin in should contact the Treasurer.

An idea of a Laying Up Supper for the Association, not just a Regional one, was
put forward. \

Also, the venue for the A.G.M. was discussed and the consensus preferred a venue

away from the Boat Show, such as the Hotel in which the Meeting was being held.

John Hunt, chairman of Swift Boats gave a brief resume of the problems encountered
in setting up the Company. The initial hiccoughs had hopefully been ironed out

and they have now secured the design, building and marketing rights for the next
10 years. As to the availability of spares - there had been a change of supplier
and they now hoped to secure instantanious supplies to the Association.

Since May/June = there have been 10 S23's built, 4 S18's and 2 S20's.

He ended by saying that Swift Boats were willing to support the Association,

their contact would be Lynda Knight, Sales Executive.

In appreciation of services given it was agreed that the outgoing Secretary be

made an Honorary Member. He was also presented with a drawing of a gimballed

0il lamp - of which the real thing was to follow!



