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ED'S COLUMN

AGM

By the time you get this newsletter you will have already received and I
hope sent back your reply slip for the AGM being held this year at the
Crossroads Hotel. Our decision to hold the AGM at this venue was taken
as an experiment making it more accessible to members from all over the
country. We hope to see as many members as possible attending.

Team '01

It is important this year that we get some volunteers to keep the
association running. As I have stated in my letter sent out at
Christmas I will be relinquishing my role as Secretary/Newsletter Editor
at the AGM. After nearly seven years of happy 'Swifting', Janet and I
are selling Salu and going for something a little larger but still
trailable. I believe that trailer sailing is still the best way to
enjoy our sport, giving us the opportunity to trail our boats and sail
our boats in areas that other people may only dream about. It is also
one of the most economical ways to sail especially on the South Coast
where mooring and marina charges can be horrendously high. Since buying
our Swift, and being involved with the Association, we have made so many
friends and met so many nice sailing people, which I am sure we will
carry on meeting as we will still be sailing out of the same place.

Greetings

Janet and I would like to wish all Association members all the best for
this New Year and hope for good fortune and good sailing.

AGM
I look forward to seeing as many people as possible at the AGM. If you

are leaving it to the last minute whether to decide to come or not
please give me a ring as we have to organise the catering.

ADMIN. NOTES

Association Items We still have S18 Burgees available at a cost of

£5.40 each including postage. The Association tie, gold stripe on navy
with a small S18 logo sells at £4.00 each including postage. A neck scarf
in dark blue with a white border and small S18 logo is also available at

a cost of £4.00 each including postage.
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3. REGIONAL ROUND UP

3.1. Solent & South South Coast Laying -Up Supper

Our laying-up supper this year was held on a Saturday evening - October 27th -
we also had a change of venue - The Crown Hotel, Emsworth. The function was
well attended with 10 Swifts represented. After gathering for pre-dinner
drinks in the Lounge, we were directed up to a private room where we enjoyed

a first class meal laced with wine and plenty of chatter!! It was pleasing

to see some new faces in amongst the South Coast 'regulars'.

Swifties attending were:-

Michael & Jeannette Edwards - - Roger & Karina Pigden - - John & Alison Palmer
Lawrence & Janet Peacock - - Barry Davies - - Rex Pitt - - Nigel Rennie - -
Robert & Hilary Elvy - - Alan & Lesley Probyn - - Jim & Sue Crick- - Colin

Sylvester & his wife Jjoined us too.

I used the dinner as a platform to inform members that I would be relinquishing
my role of Solent & South representative at the end of the season, as work
commitments have kept me away from joining in organised rallies and impromptu
meets. I shall do my best to attend any rallies in the future, and look
forward to meeting any 'Swifties' out on the Solent, if and when I manage to

sail in 'Caddyshack'.
Happy Sailing for 1991

Nigel Rennie Caddyshack SO 162

3.2 East Coast

This year (1990) we took 'Peppermint Cream' onto the Norfolk Broads for a week,
launching at Stalham and touring the northern rivers. Cheap (£21.50 including
licence and car park fees), peaceful but lack of toilet facilities inconvenient

at times! - especially after a prawn curry at Horning!!

I am hoping to indulge in some handicap racing next season - has anyone any

advice on spinnaker fittings, mast rake, technique, P.Y. number etc. etc.?

I am prepared, if required, to continue as East Coast Rep., although, as usual,
if anyone is keen for the post then they have would have my full support in
any attempt to inject in 'new blood". In the interim, I am on holiday for two
weeks commencing 17th June therefore if anyone wants to sail in company either

here on the East Coast or elsewhere I would be pleased to hear from them.

Paul Smith Peppermint Cream SO 103
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4. TECHNICAL TOPICS

For this newsletter I have put together the modification list from one
of the very early newsletters. I thought that this may be of interest
to new owners and may remind some of the original owners of ideas they
intended to carry out.

Fig. 1

This shows the standard table modified with its support to permit access
to and from the cabin. Note the location peg in the cross bench.

Fig. 2

The new table is wider and shorter (same area) made in two lightweight
halves ( a sandwich of 3mm ply/llmm aluminium honeycombe/lmm melamine
araldite bonded) and very strong (it can be stood on).

(a) This arrangement for dining.

(b) One side or other can be reversed to use as a chart table etc.

(c) One or both sides can be used either way round in the standard
location aft. When one half is used easy access is possible.

(d) You can doodle on the white melamine reverse side.

Flg. R

This shows the pipe cot storage for sailing gear also the mahogany
headlining trim with cup hooks for small gear, keys etc.

Fig, |

The very strong toe rails shown here make life much easier in rough
weather. Toe straps can be fitted to them. The ends overlap the stern
lockers acting as very convenient handles. Note the dan buoy which also
doubles as the jack staff for the ensign.

Fig. 5

The use of translucent plastic sheeting for an over-boom tent is very
compact and also lets in adequate light.
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Fig. 6

The mast raising gear is based on bracing the spinnaker pole laterally
with temporary shrouds and lifting with a four-part tackle against the
spinnaker halyard and pole uphaul. The effort required is about 20lbs
and can be operated on the water. Note the spanner-less tabernacle bolt
plate. The mast has jammers and fair leads for the spinnaker gear for
fast safe operation.

Fig 7

The cockpit floor/bulkhead stiffening chock and the method of fitting to
permanently secure to the base of the keel support. Bedded in resin but
without the use of screws fastenings etc. into the hull.

Fig. 8

If you are coming aboard from an inflatable or have fallen over-board a
boarding ladder is essential. This example fitted with toggles to lock
through the tow rail holes and accessable from outside when stored in
the gas bottle well. The foam collars keep the top run away from the
hull and naturally it floats.

Fig. ¢

Here is a system for flaking down the main sail on the boom. The shock

corded rope holds the folds and the ties are always to hand - impossible

to lose. It can be left in position whilst sailing if wanted.

Fig. 10

Ihe mooring grab hook doubles as the depth sounder at least to 8 Ffoot
depth. The handle saves loss. The shock cord holds it to the tow rail.
Note the eye on the tow rail base to stow the spinnaker pole.

Fig. 11

The heavy weather tri-sail measuring 38 feet made out of 63 oz. triple
sewn material should get you home loose footed to set with or without a
boom.

Fig. 12

The rudder is much modified. The pin has an eye for a lanyard so save

it from the harbour deeps. A plate (see figure 4) prevents the rudder
being lifted off the gudgeon by grounding. The shock cord
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downhaul /uphaul run over a roller in the stock. Note the large area
load-bearing pads and the spacer tube on the pivot bolt, stengthening
and stiffening the stock. The uphaul goes to a plate bonded into the
trailing edge to reduce turbulance.

The tail piece shows a deck scrubbing brush whose head can be reversed
thus changing its angle to be suitable either for the deck or for
scrubbing off growth under the hull from the deck. The handle is
spigotted together so that it is short enough when collapsed to stow in
the stern lockers. A line between the halves prevents loss.

These modifications were orginally produced by Dick Landon ex owner of
'Cucumber sunbeam'.

4.1 Odds and Sods Box

As an extension to the concept of a Hatchway seat, make the seat a hinged

cover to a narrow stowage box which could be divided into varying compart-

ments.
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This idea was sent in by Doug Angus 'Cir Mhor' S0126.

Any Technical input always appreciated.

Alan Murphy Technical Editor
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