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1 .
EDIS COLI]MN

When it. comes to the time to put t.ogether my Column I think of a1l the
notes that I should have made in the last Few months.

fn January I decided to bring the boat home to carry out a few general
maintenance repairs. The time I chose to collect the boat was the week
before the big storms. It proved t,o be beneficial to Salu but not to
Jim Perritrs rl i tt le Wingr wtrich was parked in the nexb space along at
Bucklers Hard. Unfortunately Little Wing was blown off her trailer.
Had Salu still been there during this crisis one wonders what may have
happened. Among the possibilities is that Salu could have been damaged
but Little Wing would have suffered 1ess. Having seen Little Wing
initially ofF its trailer there seemed to be a fair amount oF damage.
More about this further on in the column.

One of the annual maintenance jobs are the brakes and bearings of the
trailer which are nonnally straight forward. This year I For-rnd that one
of the cylinders was rusted *p, caused, I think by taking the brakes oFF
during the season. This means that there is no movement. in the cylinder
at all. One cylinder was OK but the other, when I put oil in, and
started to tap it with a hanrner decided to disintegrate, thus needing
replacement at a cost of f,,18. Reversing the boat and trailer int.o my
parking space the brake cable snapped, thus needing replacement and on
closer inspection, one of the rods was in a bad way. hhilst carrying
out this work I decided to replace the hand brake mechanism which had
become obsolete during t.he season. The bearings_, after being washed,
looked in good condition and were repacked with grease and replaced. It
proves that as long as bearings are washed out and re-packed trvo or
three tjmes a year-, the regular i-nrnersion they get during lat-rnching does
not seem to have aFfected them.

T think in total this year r have spent approximately f,100 on a general
overhau-l- of the trailer, but r will have to spend more lat.er on in the
season iF I intend to trail for a long distance as it looks as if there
is some movement in the spring hangers.

since buying Salu over six years ago r have intended t,o fit bull ring
cleats on the cabin roof so as to bring the j ib sheets in closer when
the genoa is rolled up to the size of a j ib. When fitt ing the buJ.l
rings I used *" ply wood approximately 6rr x 4rr as backing pad-. At the
same tjme I also put a sinrilar ring just behind the anchor well with a
backing pad of i" ply measuring l?tt x 4". It means that with
subst,antial strength these fittings can also be used For attaching
harnesses when going fonvard in rough weather.



Back to Jirn and Betty Perritrs Little Wing, a Few Swifties had
volunteered to assist in putting Little Wing back on her trailer. When

I arrived at Bucklers Hard on the Saturday morning Jim and Betty were

there with Jim Crick, owner oF Silver Lining. They had managed to lift

bhe bow of the boat onto the rear roller of the trailer. From then on.
with the use oF heavy timbers, chocks, a trolley jack, two axle stands,

one small hydraulic jack and lots of discussion and finger crossing,
Little Wing was eased back onto its trailer. This definitely was a team

effort giving great satisFaction when completed. As far as damage to

Little Wing, it was really very small, with grazing on the gel coat and

a bend in one of the spreaders.

I am looking for a volunteer/volunteers to take over as Editor oF the

Newsletter by the end of the year. I believe that the Newsletter need.s

some fresh input and unfortunately I have less time now than I had

before. It is not a difficult job and it is also very enjoyable. If it

is difficult to get one person to carry out this task , It maybe that a
connri-ttee needs to be organised to put the inforrnation together and then

some cornrnercial organisation to consolidate the final copy.

I  a m  s u r e  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  b u y  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  S a i l i n g  M a g a z i n e s ,

and w i l l  have read about  the  cont roversy  o f  the  ever  inc reas ing  Mar ina

and lv loor ing  charges ;  i t  i s  a t  t imes l i ke  th is ,  I  am sure  tha t  you  wou ld  .

a g r e e ;  t h a t  o n e  a p p r e c j - a t e s  o u r  1 8 '  o f  t r a i l a b l e  ' y a c h t ' l , l

We have a l ready  spent  a  few happy weekends a f loa t  th is  season,  and look

f o n w a r r i  t o  m a n v  m n n F .  S n  h a n n v  q ^ j r i * -  + ^  - ' ^ "  ^ r l  a n d  l e t s  h e a r  a b o u tu  u v  r r r u l r J  l l v r  s .  u v  r r q P P J  o a r f  I I l g  u v  J v u  a f  r  t  u r  r r L q r

some o f  you r  expe r i ences  a f l oa t .

Lawrence  Peacock  SALU SO 125

2. ADUIN.

2 .L  Team tgo  Names ,  add resses  and  te fephone  numbers  o f \ / A r  1 n  f  a i m  a n a

t h e  i n c l u s i o n

ou t  o f  t he

l i s ted  on  the  back  page  o f  t h i s  News le t t e r .  Th i s  t lme  w i - t h

o f  ou r  Race  O f f i ce r ,  Mark  Fawc i t t  who  we  i nadve r ten t l y  l e f t

p rev ious  NL .

2.2 Representat ives Vol-unteers are

f o l l o w i n s  a r e a s  r -

Sco t l - and  Lakes  &

s t i I I  r e o r r i n e d  I o

N o r t h i , J e s t - - -

h ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ n +  + L ^
r  q P r  g D g r r  u  u l l g

Mi d1 ands

i n t e r e s t e d  i nSouth West  -  -  -  Wal"es -  -  i - f  anyone is

r a r : i  n  a f  ! h  I  ^ ^ - ^  C O n t a C t  E D .L a K I I  l g  d I  l y  u I  L l r c 5 s  p u >  L -  P  r  s 4 - s



2 . 3

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER
Thanks to al l  members for renewing their subscript ions. The association is going from strength to
strength with twelve new members this year, Some of last year's members have not renewed
however, so the overal l  increase in membership is only f ive so far. With Swift Boats Ltd now in
production of 18's 20's and (at last)23's we should have a bouyant membership l ist in the
forthcoming year.

The Association's coffers are now ful l ,  and I look forward to being able to spend some of your money
for the benefit  both of the membership as whole and for groups of members. l f  you have any good
ideas as to how we can uti l ise the Association funds profi tably then please let me know. Remember,
i t  is YOUR Association.

The law obliges us to advise you that the membership details are now held on a computer. The
information held is as per the form you were asked complete with the membership renewal together
with the history of subscriptions paid for your boat since it was built. You have the right to inspect the
details contained on the register, and I will be happy to supply you with details on request if you will
send a stamped addressed envelope.

Chr is  O'Br ien

2-4 Associat ion I tems The: :e are st i l l s o n e  B u r g e e s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t

o f  1 5 . 4 0  e a c h ,  i n c l u c i - n g  p o s t a g e .  A l - s o  s o m e  T i e s  ,  g o J .  c i  s t : ' i p e  o n  n a v y ,  w i t h

a  s m a l l  S 1 8  l o g o ,  t h e s e  s e l l  a + .  t 4 . 0 0  e a c h ,  i . n c l u d i n g  p o s t a g e .  A  n e c k  s c a r - f

( no t  a  heao  squa re  )  i n  da r " k  o lue  w i th  a  wh i t e  bo rde r  and  sma l l  S l8  l oso

: - s  a l , s o  a v a l l a b l e  a t  a  c o s t  o f  t 4 . O O  e a c h ,  i n c l u c i i _ n g  o o s t a g e .

3. REGIONAL ROT'ND TIP

3.1 Solent  & South The l r iav Bank Hol lcay lVeekenci  Ral ,  1v l o  f  e r n b : ' i d g e , I s l e  o f

. ' l i gh t  wen ' t -  ahead  w i  t hou :  ny  ? .esence ,  as  I  had  o  l he - '  comn i  - t : r en . l s  . ha t  i  cou IC

no- i  avo id .  i ane t  anc i  Lawrence  Peacock  w i l l  r epo : ' ' r  on  i - h i s  Ra l1 . /  i n  l he  nex t

r i e w s l e  t t e r .

- . v i I l  b e  o r g a n i s r n g  a . R a l l y  f o r "  r h e  A u g u s L  B a n . <  l i o l l c a y ,  d e - - a i l s  w i I l  b e

s e n t  o u t  l a t e r .

l i ow  r : ha t  t he  rna jo r i t y  o f  Sw i f i s  i n  rhe  So len ' t  A rea  a re  us ing  VHF Rac i i o ,  r ' c

w i l - l  save  a  l o i  o f  Channe l .  conges t i on  i f  we  use  Channe l  69  fo r  ca l l i ng  and

uo rk ing  on  the  Sw i f t  even  t s .  l : i any  Sw i f t s  i n  t he  So len t  use  ' t  h i s  as  t he i r -
'cr ' r -nai ' ) .  ihannel  ,  so 1f  v ;e do no.r ;  answer on CH 16 l rv  CI i  69:  :

.  . . i i 1  c e  o r " g a n i s i n g  a  I a y ' r n g  u p  s u p p e r  i n  l a t e  C c t o b e : ' e a : ' I y  l i o v e m b e r , ' , v ' a r s a s n



Sa i - l i ng  c l ub  has  been  the  venue  fo r  t he  l as t  5  yea rs ,  bu t  r  can  on l y  book

1 t  O n  S p n d a V  C t l C - i  r ^ a  ' . ' l - ' i  ̂ l - '  i  -  n n t  a l  r ^ r a r r q  2  n ^ n r r ' l  a n  a r r a n . i  n c  T h iu u l u o J  c v c f l I f l g S  W n I C n  I S  n -  - ^ , , S  y e a f  I

can  a r range  i t  on  a  Sa tu rday  even ing ,  bu t  w i t h  a  change  o f  l oca t i on  t o

Emswor th  (poss ib l y  w i t h  an  accommoda t i on  package  as  v re l l  )  .  I f  you  have  anv

s t rong  i deas  o r  ob jec t i ons  l e t  me  know.

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  a  g r o u p  o f  S w i f t s  d o i n g  a  C r o s s  C h a n n e l  t r i p .

Fo r  i t  t o  be  v iab le  we  need  a t  l eas t  4  days ,  and  the  Sw i f t s  t ak ing  pa r t  mus t

a l l  h a v e  V H F  ( h a n d  h e l d  i s  f j - n e ) .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  d r o p  m e  a  l i n e  a n d

we  w i l l  see  wha t  da te  i s  bes t  f o r  a l - l  pa r t i es .  You  w j - l l  a l so  need  a  Sma l l -

Sh ips  Reg i s t ra t i on  (app l y  a  mon th  i n  advance ) .

A l l  I  h a v e  t o  s a y  n o w  i s  t h a t  I  h o p e  y o u  a l l  h a v e  a  g r e a t  s a i l i n g  s e a s o n

I  w i l l  s e e  y o u  o n  t h e  w a t e r .

N i  s a l  R e n n i  c  S O  l $ l

3.2 Rutland Water R u t l a n d  W a t e r  w e  a n e  p l e a s e d  t o  r e p o r ! ,  i s  n o w  f r e e

o f  t h e  d r e a d e d  a l g e e  w h i c h  h a d  s t o p p e d  a l l  s a i l i n g  l a s t  A u r u m n .  T h e  w a t e r

I e v e l  j - s  w e l l  u p ,  l - e t ' s  h o p e  i t  s t a y s  t h a t  w a y l  I  A t  r h e  m o m e n t  c n e r e  a r e

s t i l l  a b o u t  a  d o z e n  S w i f t s  a t  R u t l a n d ,  o n e  o r  t w o  t h i s  y e a r  h a v i n g  t a k e n  u p

n e r m 2 n c n t  m n n n i n - ^  r L ' ' ^  - i ' . : - -  m . ) t ^ F  q = i I i n o  f i m ^  - L i ^  - l i - ' . , - \ r q  c o l -  r r a n r ru  l r v v !  r r r 6 D ,  u r t u D  g r v r l l g  , . . v r  ! _ , , , c ,  d 5  t _ I l g  s 1 - L p w a l  v v ! . ,

busy  a t  weekends .

r ^ ^ + ^ . ^  " ^ ^ r - ^ - t  A s  f e n  t n n  n n r r o h  n - n  ^ ^ 1 ^  - ^ f  I  l o t  o f  q a i l i n o  ; n n o  a t  a l  IL a - u s r  / / s s n s r r u  w * v  - q r  _ _ _  , _ s 6 r l  a l l u  c o l u ,  I l ( ) L  a  _ _ _

t he  f o l l ow ing  two  weekends  the re  was  ha rd l y  any  v " , l nd  and  we  were  beca l -med  i n

t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r .  O u r  s o n s  a n d  J i m  G o d f r e y s '  d a u g h t e r s  ( A n t i x  -

SO 206 )  had  to  padd le  us  home -  we  have  to  use  padd le  power ,no  J -uxu ry  o f

4 H P  m o t o r s  o n  R u t l a n d  : :

P a t  a n d  C h a r l e s  F r i s b y

Chaos  SO 218

!



3 . 3

East Coast Reoort-

It would appear that all the Swifts have nigrated to 3ucklers i{ard

leaving the occassional sol i tary craft  on the iast Coast.  I  must confess

that I  have yet to launch rPeppe:mint Cream' ihis year,  despite the superb

Teather '  mainly due to lethargl  and also a desi.re to eLin- inate any play

between the r" ,rdCer Dlade and stock result :ng l :  some ninor n,rci i f icat ions

in  tha t  a rea .  I f  these succeed,  f  w i l l  repor t  l -s te r .

r  intend to spend a week sai l ing i r .om Levi: i to: :  eonmencing 2ld Julyr

hopeful ly making a coastal  t r ip to the ts lackv/are:.  y is i tors wi l l_ be

par t i cu la r ly  we lcome-  i f  in te res ted ,  p lease contac t  ne .

i t  is interest ins to read roeent reports in the J/acht ing press concerning

huge increases in marina fees and a proposed glCC per annum l ight dut ies

eharge fo r  c :a f t  over  21 f t  in  leng th .  Th ise  :u re iy ,  nakes  the  swi f t  18 ,

x i  th  i t s  ab iL l  : i '  ' ,o  be  *ep i  on  a  t :a i l  e r  : t  1 - - :e ,  ? r  e ' lgn  io re  , les i rab le

' :ca t  
in  these f i - rnc i  e ' l  ' l  ' r  d i  "o ' i  eu i t  t ines .  I , i y  v :ew ' , vas  :e in f  : : ce i  dur ing  a

v is i t  to  the  Eas t  ioasr  foa t  Show where ,  a l thcugh ; 'o ' , r  rvere  a ' r1e  - : l  buy  a

coat '  s1 ig l l l y  l :nger  fo r  the  same pr ice ,  lhe  swi i t  p ro rndes  :he  ' cer te r

overai l  package l : r  that i t  not only has the sane faci l i t ies as the longer

:oa i  bu t  a lso  is  eas i i -y  t ra iLed to  o the l  a re?s  io r  : re  a rnua l  n : l iday .

I t  a iso  l -ccks  cons i le lab ly  noore  ar : t rac t i ve  j .

l : : : . v i  e  -' - r q - * v t

l ' :u i  l : : i  :h

I

i . , _ )



TECHMCAL TOPICS
4 . L

Combined Boarding Ladder/Gangplank

Having trailed Tiger Lily for over { seasons, I decided that it was time
to solve a couple of problems which would make life easier and more
comfortable. T\uo such rconveniencer problems are:-

(1) Drring the long road journey to the Mediterranean we use Tiger
Lily as a caravan * for cooking-, making coffee and sleeping.
There is however no side door like a caravan and climbing on
or off the boat is not a very elegant process - a boarding
ladder is therefore required.

( 2 \ In Mediterranean ports and harbours the custom is to moor the
boat bows to the quay. This sometj-mes makes it difficult to
clamber onf of f the quay. llany boats u-se some Forrn of
gangplank for this purpose.

So thatrs the problem - we needed a ladder which could also be used
boarding plank. It MUST of course have all the usual SWIFT
characteristics oF being fight, strong and easily stowable.

After much deliberation and searching around I dj-scovered that the ABRU
Blue Seal Alurninium LoFt Ladder was JJ" long by 12" wide and would just
stow along the cockpit seats (tiger Lily has the rPaddy Carrr cockpit
seat toerails which stop the ladder slipping ofF sideways - see
Newsletter 6 or exarnine the diagram). The ABRU loFt ladder has 3
sections and cost about f,45 in DfY shops (try B & Q).

I discarded the top section which can then be used as short ladder for
general use about the house. Remove the end stop and slide out the top
section. Tfrese two lower sections seem just right for a boarding ladder
when the boat is on the trailer.

In order to convert the ladder into a gangplank, I used a piece oF i"
marine ply-wood (55" by 12") strengthened underneath by 2 pieces of 2onrn
x 10nnn Rarnin Hardwood (see diagram). You will need to sand down the
edges of the plyvood so that it sli-des into the groves originally
occupied by the discarded section. The ply.wood is also crossed braced
at the end where there is no nrng to support it.

AS

1 8

The opposite outer edges of the ladder rvhen
concrete quays and so I screwed 2 pieces of
the alurninium Face. This protects the soft
some load spreading.

used as a plank will rest on
18nrn x lOnrn Redwood strip to
alurninium edges and provides

When extended. the 2 sections oF the ladder exbend t.o 7E". I also made
a smaller e>ctra wooden section ( 1 1.5" x 14" ) which can be dropped into
place when used as a gangplank (see diagram).

6



Some rni-ght say that this i-s a somewtrat expensive solution, but I think
that the lightweight characteristic of the result is worth quite a bit
(it weighs just t5 lbs). You should also not Forget the advantage of
sfup1e construction and easy stowability. Remember that you do get an
exbra little ladder for use around the house.

The ladder c€rn be stowed either on the cockpit seat or on a
quarterberth. When placed plank side uppennost on the cockpit seat it
can be used to raise the seating position by 5". Ttris is useful- in
irrproving the lile of sight from the seated position.

WARNING NCIIE: You should ensure that these modifications are su-itable
for the load you wish to apply to the ladderr partictrlarly when used as
a plank. As we have not been able to verify either the Safe Working
Load of the modification or whether it complies with any particular
standard, neither the technical editor nor the newsletter editor can
accept any responisibility For any accident, however cau-sed. You should
test its strength before using it.

E D .

4.2 Hardwood Hatchway Seat

A l so  an t i  sh in  sc rape r l  I  A f t e r  b ru i sed  sh i -ns  and  a  J - imp  un t i l  t he  m idd leo f  t he  week ,  j us t  hea l i . ng  i n  t j - r "ne  fo r  t he  nex t  weekend ;  some th ing  had  tobe  done .  A  l i t t l e  l ess  sha rp  t han  the  f i b re  g lass  l i n i _ng .
i . E .  O n e  p i - e c e  o f  t e a k  o r  a f r o m o s a  2 4 t , b y  3 i  b y  ) i , ,  c u t  a n d  f j - t t e d  a n df i n i s h e d  w i t h  T e a k  o i l  ( v a r n i s h  j - s  s l i p p e r y  w h e n  w e t ) .
Th j - s  sma j ]  sea t  g i ves  s t reng th  t o  t he  ha tchway  and  a  p leasan t  l ook ,  i t  a r . soc o m p l e m e n t s  t h e  C o c k p i t  s l - a t s  t h a t  I  m a d e  l a s l  y e a r . ( S e e  N L  2 9 )
Fo r  d iag ram o f  sea t  see  ove r  t he  page .

COMMENT

Alan brought  h ls  Boa; .d ing Ladder/

Bernbr idge Ra1ly,  wher.e I  ' iested i t

i he  pon toon  l v l ed i t t e ranean  s t y l e l  I

t o  t r a i l  t o  t he  i l ed .  I  f ound  th i s

Gangplank a long wi th T lgei .  L iJ-y to the

f ; "om Sa lu ,  as  we  were  a l l  noo i -ed  a long

Foi '  those of  us who have or  are going

t o  b e  a n  i n g e n i o u s  p i e c e  i f  e q u i p m e n t .

Cha r l es  F r i sby  SO 219

piece about the installat.ion
send me your ideas so that I

WE ST'ILL NEED IIORE TECHMCAL INF[]T.

For the nexb issue. I would l ike to write a
oF electrical and electronic items. Please
can incorporate them in the arcicle.

Send your technical articles to me - see
cover.

Alan lfurphy - Iechincal Edltor

address on inside or back



HARDUOOD HATCHIIAY SEAT
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