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1. ED'S COLUMN

I visited the Southampton Boat Show in September -~ as I am sure many of
you did too - and naturally headed for the Swift stand. There I met the
designer of our boats - Colin Sylvester - for the first time. He showed

me around the new partly completed Swift 23; the design is typically Swift,
keeping the chine, but with twin keels, not a trailer - sailer this time.
It will be interesting to have a demonstration sail in her !

I also met Martin Rigney who is involved with marketing the Swift range,
and the conversation that I had with him led me to believe that Roger Marsh
from Marlin International had been 'babysitting' the Swift - and very well
too - for without Rogers' intervention the Swift may well have disappeared.
A new company has now been formed with Colin Sylvester (Designer), Martin
Rigney and John Hunt (Sales and Marketing Directors) and is called Swift
Boats Limited. I know that the new company is committed to promoting the
Swift 18 and Swift 20 and are very interested to keep strong ties with our

Association.

I often get asked about vehicles used for trailing the Swift 18. I trail
with a Ford Sierra 1.8, and find it to be more than adequate. Having twice
trailed to Yugoslavia, once with a Sierra 1.6 and once with my present car,
I found that extra power of the Sierra 1.8 made driving a little easier,
with 5th gear only being used on level stretches of the autobahns. The
Sierra has an anti-snake device fitted and without this I found that the
rear end twitches and snaking can occur at speeds of over 55 m.p.h. It
would be appreciated if you would let me know which vehicle you use to

trail with and its good and bad points.

As I mentioned in the previous Newsletter, we have exXperienced such good
sailing weather this year and I hope that most of you have enjoyed sailing
your Swifts as much as we have ours. From National News reports it seemed
that the Rutland Water area was not quite so lucky - maybe someone from up
there would let us know more about the situation that existed during the

summer months.
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The Solent has been as busy as usual - with a couple of weekends busier

than ever; namely the start of the Fastnet Race and then the start of the
Whitbread Round the World Race. We were anchored just off Cowes for the
start of the Fastnet Race, believing that the wind would carry the yachts
away from us, but at the last moment the wind direction changed and the
yachts were tacking straight at us. One got so close to us that a crew
member had to push our overhanging boom out of their way with his foot!
Considering that the craft was an 80' Maxi it was no wonder -that Janet hid
her face in her hands! That day was an experience we will never forget -

so many fantastic yachts just whizzing past us - and the whole of the Solent

alive with sails.

2. ADMIN. NOTES

2.1 Association Items There are still Burgees for sale at a cost of

£5.40 each inc. postage. Also,Ties, gold stripe on navy with a small logo,
£4.00 each inc. postage. A neck scarf in dark blue with a white border and

small logo, £4.00 each inc. postage.

2.2 Representatives

VACANCY

As most members know, I am now the proud owner of a
Jaguar 25, Mk.2, the name being MAJARA. GChould any members
see me around the Solent area, de wave or speak to me as I
have quite a sort spot for members or the Swift Association.

At the last A.G.M. I said that I wished to retire as
Treasurer of the Agssociation at the 1990 A.G.!. and I regret
that I cannot continue if a repnlacement is not found.

Should you feel that a 'stint' in this capacity might
interest you, please contact me or Lawrence.

It is important that there is no delay in hand-over in
order that the functioning ot the Association proceeds smoathly.

May I add, that it is not a toco onerous job of work,
otherwise I would not have done it myself since 1983.

Goed Sailing. Ron Pruce,

We hopefully have a volunteer lined up Ron - so‘%ﬁéré should be no

delay in the hand-over. ED
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3. REGIONAL ROUND UP

31 Solent and:. South

Due to late work commitments I was unable to attend the last two Solent
events, a short write up would be appreciated from any participants for
the next Newsletter.

This year has been notable for impromptu meetings and cruises
in company with other Swifts. It's a regular occurence to see 3 Swifts
perched on one anchor in Newtown River, and the Harbour staff at Yarmouth
always ensure we're rafted up together, whether we wanted to or not!

The furthest 'Caddyshack' has voyaged this year is Poole,
with 'Silver Lining' as company on the outward leg. We had a brisk beat
offshore trying to avoid the Admirals Cup fleet off Christchurch Bay,
making the Town Quay a welcome sight that evening.

I hope to meet more of you at the Laying-Up Supper in Warsash

Sailing Club on 12th November!

Nigel Rennie Caddyshack SO 162

LAYING UP SUPPER 12th NOVEMBER 1989

A Laying Up Supper will be held at Warsash Sailing Club on Sunday 12th
November 1989. The bar will open at 1900hrs. with the meal commencing
at about 1930 It will be a set Menu costing no more than £8.50 per head,

consisting of

Florida Cocktail ( Orange & Grapefruit )

‘Beef Olives with Fresh Vegetables

Selection of Sweets

Coffee

Places are limited to 40 so contact Lawrence Peacock or myself before

Oct. 28th. N.B. This has been a popular event in past years!

Warsash Sailing Club is situated on the East bank of the Hamble River.
Follow the road signs to the centre of the village and at the small round-

about(Texaco/Renault Garage) turn down Shore Road. On reaching waterfront

the Club house is on your left (opposite Rising Sun Inn).

Nigel Rennie Caddyshack SO0 162
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4. TECHNICAL TOPICS

4.1
SELF WINDING REEL FOR JIB FURKLING LINE:

I have recently unearthed a gadget I made years ago when racing
505's. This was before the days of spinnaker chutes and continuous
uphaul/downhaul halyards and was intended to prevent the snarl-up

of the spinnaker halyard itself or with any of the many other control

lines when making a quick downhaul at the leeward mark.

This proved a great success and I was quite sad when it eventually
got tossed into the 'redundant boat bits box' when I acqguired a new

505 complete with spinnaker chute and continuous halyard.

wWwhen I started sailing my Swift it occurred to me that this gadget

might do a similar job in automatically reeling in the jib furling

line when-it is hauled in from the rotostay drum to furl the jib
and conversely when hauling out the jib' the line simply unwinds

from my reel back on to thevrotostay drum.

The s/w reel needs to be light but strong and I made mine of two discs
of %" marine ply with the 'spindle' formed of 6" lengths of dowel rod.
(See detailed sketch)s The machanism is simply 6'9" of %" catapult
rubber fed through two holes 1%" either side of the centre of each
disc, joining the ends to form a continuous loop. (Join the ends
between the drum discs to keep the knot away from the wound part of
the rubber.)

A small sheave with swivel (mine is a RWO R.145. ) is attached to
the toe rail halfway between the pushpit and the first stanchion
of the guard rail.

To attach the s/w reel to the stanchions pass one looped end of the
catapult rubber behind the stanchion enlarging the loop so that the
reel will pass through it. Stretch the other loop and pass it
behind the front strut of the pushpit and fasten it with a lanyard.
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The reel should be positioned in the middle of the stretched
rubber vhich should be tight enough to support it - if there is
any sag shorten the rubber. The sheave is attached to the toe rail

immediately below the reel.

To rig the furling line you rotate the reel about 85 revolutions
(creating enough tension to wind all the line on the reel with
some tension in reserve). Thread the line through the sheave
and then into a hole in one of the drum discs and secure it with

a stopper knot.

Holding the line on the forward side of the sheave, gradually
release it so that the drum will wind all the surplus on to the

drum.

The reel is now rigged ready for use.

reter iavner - Swift 174

/
EWO 145 SHEAVE WITH SWIVEL.

S/V\/ RPeEL - Riagina
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4.2 A SUPER-CHEAP SELF STEERING ARRANGEMENT

Take 2 metres of 10mm bungee and, with a simple overhand knot, make a loop
in each end. Hook each loop over a stern mooring cleat stretching the bungee
across the cockpit below the tiller.

Screw a small cleat under the tiller some distance forward of your stretched
bungee. The cleat should be chosen of a size that will trap the bungee
between the underside of the tiller and the forward prong (or horn if we

are to be pedantic) of the cleat. Trial and error will determine the best
position for the cleat and the twang factor of the bungee.

You will know that the helm is very sensitive to tiller position and weight
redistribution within the boat and some delicate adjustments are necessary
if you plan any great distance unattended. What the system does provide is
very simple on/off operation and the flexibility to '"nudge" substantially
without disengaging. It is very useful when short or single handed for
holding course while you sort out warps and fenders or take a peek at the
chart. The record so far is 20 minutes without adjustment within the
Beaulieu River.

Cost - about £2 and two minutes work!

Jim Crick

50 65 Silver Lining

I nearly bought an Auto Helm at the Southampton Boat Show - but decided
that I would try out your arrangement first Jim. It certainly will be

a lot cheaper !!
ED.

4.3 MAIN HALYARD TENSIONING

Having read the comments on swigging the halyard, may I suggest an
alternative method for boats with adjustable boom goosenecks.

Simply slide the gooseneck up the track as high as it will go. Haul the
sail up to the top mark and make fast the halyard. Then pull down on the
boom to get the required luff tension, allowing the locking pin to locate

in the nearest hole in the gooseneck track.

Peter Diaper

S0 174 Funtime
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4.4
Swift 218 - Cockpit slats

48 teing the new owner

Miller this August,

grating. Should other S

as follows.

my

COCKPIT

of swift 218, brougnt from wr « Mrs
first improvement was a cockpit
Swifties be interested details are

GRATING (SO 218)
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SUTTING LIST:

1 off 40" x 3" x
8 off 40" x 1% x
3 off 22" x 1% x

L SR S ¢

to prevent water lying

p{3t—ai\\\\\%" x 1" plough groove

MATERIALS:
Teak or Afromosa and
coated with teak oil.
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4.5 We have not been able to use 'Little Wing' very much during the
last two years, but I have made a couple of modifications which may be of

interest.

I have never liked the hasp and staple and padlock to secure the washboards,
so I have disposed of these and fitted a 'drawer lock' to the top board.No
more secure, but a lot neater, and in use, I cannot lock myself out - the
key is needed to lock up. No more snapping the padlock and realising that

the key is hanging up over the stove!

Secondly, when motoring in crowded marinas, or when at rest, the mainsheet

in the middle of the cockpit is rather a nuisance, so I fitted a large shackle
and a tiller rope spring to it so it can be unhooked from the floor and put
out of the way very quickly. The spring acts as a shock absorber in the

case of an involuntary gybe, it is also very interesting as it acts as a

visible strain gauge in the mainsheet.

I made a small rack to hold six (50ml. plastic) bottles, obtained from the
local chemist. Each holds just the right amount (Yamaha - 100:1) of o0il for

a 5 litre petrol can.

I have also been experimenting with my trailer. The existing axle beam
(rubber suspension type) has been replaced with a 'dead' axle without
springing. The original trailer is now a launching trolley - no more seized
brake gear or collapsing wheel bearings - which for road use is winched up
on to a simple 'A' frame trailer. I shall be interested to hear if any

other owners have done any work along the same lines.

Jim Perrett

SO 42 Little Wing

Any Technical Information always appreciated.
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Alan Murphy Technical Editor
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