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1 . ED I S COLTJUN

r v is i ted the Southampton Boat  Show in september -  as r  am sure many of

you d id too -  and natura l ly  headed for  the Swi f t  s tand.  There I  met  the

des igne r  o f  ou r  boa ts  -  Co l i n  Sy l ves te r  -  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime .  He  showed

me a round  the  new pa r t l y  comp le ted  Sw i f t  23 ;  t he  des ign  i s  t yp i ca l l y  Sw i f t ,

keep ing  the  ch i -ne ,  bu t  w i t h  tw in  kee l s ,  no t  a  t r a i - l e r  -  sa i l - e r  t h i s  t i -me .

I t  w i l l  be  i n te res t i ng  t o  have  a  demons t ra t i on  sa l l  i n  he r  l

I  a lso met  Mart in  Rigney who is  involved wi th market ing the Swi f t  range,

and the conversat ion that  I  had wi th h j -m led me to bel ieve that  Roger Marsh

f rom Mar l i n  I n te rna t i ona l  had  been rbabys i t t i ng '  t he  Sw i f t  -  and  ve ry  we l l

t oo  -  f o r  w i t hou t  Roge rs '  i n te rven t i on  t he  Sw i f t  may  we l l  have  d i sappea red .

A  new company  has  now been  fo rmed  w i th  co l i n  SyJ -ves te r  (Des igne r ) ,  Mar t i n

R igney  and  John  Hun t  (Sa l -es  and  Marke t i ng  D j_ rec to rs )  and  i s  ca l - l ed  Sw i f t

Boa ts  L im i ted .  I  know tha t  t he  new company  i s  commi t t ed  to  p romo t i ng  the

Sw i f t  18  and  Sw i f t  20  and  a re  ve rv  i n tencs ted  1 -o  kssp  s t rong  t i es  w i t h  ou r

A s s o c i a t i o n .

I  o f t en  ge t  asked  abou t  veh i c l es  used  fo r  t r a i l i ng  t he  Sw l f t  18 .  I  t r a i l

w l t h  a  Fo rd  S ie r ra  1 .8 ,  and  f i nd  i t  t o  be  mone  than  adequa te .  Hav ing  tw i ce

t r a i l e d  t o  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  o n c e  w i t h  a  S i e r r a  1 . 6  a n d  o n c e  w i t h  n y  p r e s e n t  c a r ,

I  f ound  tha t  ex t ra  power  o f  t he  S ie r ra  1 .8  made  d r i v i ng  a  l j - t t l e  eas ie r ,

w i t h  5 th  gea r  on l y  be ing  used  on  l eve l  s t re t ches  o f  t he  au tobahns .  The

Sierra has an ant i - -snake device f i t ted and wi thout  th is  I  found that  the

rea r  end  tw i t ches  and  snak ing  can  occu r  a t  speeds  o f  ove r  55  m.p .h .  r t

wou l -d  be  app rec ia ted  i f  you  wou l -d  l e t  me  know wh ich  veh i c l e  vou  use  to

t ra i l  w i t h  and  i t s  good  and  bad  po in t s .

As  I  men t i oned  i n  t he  p rev ious  News le t t e r ,  we  have  expe r i enced  such  good

sa i l i ng  wea the r  t h i s  yea r  and  I  hope  tha t  mos t  o f  you  have  en joyed  sa i l i ng

your Swi f ts  as much as we have ours.  From Nat ional -  News reports  i - t  seemed

that  the Rut land Water  area was not  qul te so lucky -  maybe someone f rom up

there woul-d le t  us know more about  the s i tuat ion that  ex is ted dur ins the

summer months.



The Solent has been as busy as usual - with a couple of weekends busier

than ever; namely the start of the Fastnet Race and then the start of the

Whitbread Round the World Race. We were anchored just off Cowes for the

start of the Fastnet Race, believing that the wind would carry the yachts

away from us, but at the last moment the wind direction changed and the

yachts were tacking straight at us. One got so close to us that a crew

member had to push our overhanging boom out of their way with his footl

Considering that the craft was an 8Or Maxi it was no wonder that Janet hid

her face in her hands! That day was an experience we will never forget -

so many fantastic yachts just whizzing past us - and the whole of the Solent

a l i ve  w i th  sa i l s .

2 . ADIIX.

2 . L

f4.  oo

smal-l-

Association Itens There are sti1l Burgees for sale at a cost of

str ipe on navy with a smal l  logo,

dark blue with a white border and

each  i nc .  pos tage .  A l so ,T ies ,  go ld

each inc.  postage.  A neck scar f  in

l ogo ,  t 4 .OO each  i nc .  pos tage .

2.2 Representatives

V A C A I i C Y

As most members know, I  am now the proud ouner of a
Jaguat 2J, Yk.z,  the name being i{ lJA.?.A. Should any rcembers
see me aror:nd the Solent area, de.wavc or speak to rae as I
h a v e  q u i t e  a  s o r t  s p o t  f o r  m e m b e r s  o r  t h e  S w i f t . r \ s s o c i a t i o n .

At  the  las t  A .G. i ' i .  f  sard .  tha t  I  w ished to  re t i re  as
' l r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  1 9 9 0  A . G . : ' i .  a n d  i  r e q r e t
tha t  I  cannor  cont inue i f  a  rep lacement  i s  no t  found. .

Shou ld .  you  fee l  tha t  a  rs t in t '  in  th is  capac i ty  ;a igh t
in te res t  you ,  p lease contac t  ne  or  Lawrence.

f t  is important that there is no delay in hand-over in
ord.er that the funct ioning of thc Associat ion proceeds smoothly.

May I  ad .d . ,  tha t  i t  i s  no t  a  too  onerous  job  o f  ' , r 'o rk r

o therw ise  f  wou ld  no t  have done i t  myse l f  s ince  L981.

Good Sa i l ing .  Ron Pruce.

We hopefu l ly  h*ve a volunteer

delay in  the hand-over .

I  i n o d  r r n  R n n  -

E D .
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3. REGIONAL ROT]ND T]P

3t Solent and:. South

Due to late work commitments I was unable to attend the last two Sol-ent

events,  a shor t  wr i te  up would be appreciated f rom any par t ic ipants for

the next  Newslet ter .

This year has been notable for impromptu meetings and cruises

in company wi th other  Swi f ts .  I t rs  a regular  occurence to see 3 Swi f ts

perched on one anchor in Newtown River, and the Harbour staff at Yarmouth

always ensure werre raf ted up together ,  whether  we wanted to or  not l

The fur thest  rCaddyshack '  has voyaged th is  year  is  Poo1e,

wi th rSi lver  L in ingr  as company on the outward leg.  We had a br isk beat

of fshore t ry ing to avoid the Admira ls  Cup f leet  of f  Chr is tchurch Bay,

making the Town Quay a welcome si-ght that evening.

I hope to meet more of you at the Laying-Up Supper in Warsash

Sai l ing Cl-ub on 12th November!

Nigel  Rennie Caddyshack SO 162

LAYING T'P SI.'PPER l_2th NovEtr{BER 1989

A Laying Up Supper wi l l  be held at  Warsash Sai l ing Club on Sunday 12th

November  1989 .  The  ba r  w i l J -  open  a t  19OOhrs .  w i t h  t he  mea l  commenc ing

a t  abou t  1930  I t  w i l l  be  a  se t  Menu  cos t i ng  no  more  than  i 8 .5O pe r  bead ,

cons i s t i ng  o f  :

F lor ida Cockta i l  (  Orange & Grapefru i t  )

Bee f  O l i ves  w i t h  F resh  Vege tab les

Se lec t i on  o f  Swee ts

Cof fee

Places are l imi- ted to 40 so contact  Lawrence Peacock or  mysel f  before

Oc t .  28 th .  N .B .  Th i s  has  been  a  popu la r  even t  i n  pas t  yea rs l

Warsash Sai l ing Club is  s i tuated on the East  bank of  the Hambl-e River .

Fol l -ow the road s igns to the centre of  the v i l lage and at  the smal l  round-

about(Texaco/Renaul t  Garage) turn down Shore Road.  On reaching water f ront

the  C lub  house  i s  on  you r  l e f t  ( oppos i t e  R i s i ng  Sun  Inn ) .

Nigel  Rennie Caddyshack S0 l -62
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4. IECHNICAI, TOPICS

4 . L

SELF I'JIN)ING rtEEL F-Ol? JIB FUi:iLING LINE:

I  have recent ly  unear thed a  gadget  I  made years  ago when rac ing

5o5rs .  Th is  was be fore  the  days  o f  sp innaker  chutes  and cont inuous

uphaul/dotvnhaul halyards and was intended to prevent the snarl-up

of  the  sp innaker  ha lyard  i t se l f  o r  w i th  any  o f  the  nany  o ther  cont ro l

l ines when making a quick dorvnhaul at  the leeward mark.

This proved a great success and f  was quite sad when i t  eventualfy

got tossed into the I  redundant boat bi ts boxr rvhen I  acouired a ner,v

5o5 conplete l^. ' i th spinnaker chute and cont inuous halyard.

' ,Vhen I  s ta r ted  sa i l ing  my Swi f t  i t  occur red  to  me tha t  th is  gadget

might  do  a  s i rn i la r  job  in  au tomat ica l l y  ree l ing  in  the  j ib  fu r l ing

l i n e  w h e n ' . i t  i s  h a u l e d  i n  f r o m  t h e  r o t o s t a y  c l r u n  t o  f u r l  t h e  j i b

and conversely rviren haul ing out the j ib '  the l ine sir , ip ly unr ' , ' inds

f rom ny  ree l  back  on  to  the ' ' ' ro tos tay  drun .

The s / rv  ree l  needs  to  be  l igh t  bu t  s t rong and i  i raoe n ine  or  t r ^ ro  d iscs

o f  l t t  mar ine  p ly  w i th  the  I  sp ind le r  fo rmed o f  6  "  leng ths  o f  dorve l  rod .

( S e e  d e t a i l e d  s i c e t c h ) ;  I h e  m a c h a n i s m  i s  s i n p l y  6 r 9 r '  o f  L 4 "  c a t a p u l t

rubber fed through trvo holes L4" ei ther side of the centre of each

d isc ,  jo in ing  the  ends  to  fo rm a  cont inuous  loop.  (Jo in  the  ends

between the drum discs to keep the knot arvay from the wound part  of

the  rubber .  )

A  smal1  sheave w i th  sw ive l  (mine  is  a  R l jo  R.145.  )  i s  a t tached to

the toe rai l  hal fway between the pushpit  and the f i rst  stanchion

of  the  guard  ra i l .

To  a t tach  the  s /w ree l  to  the  s tanch ions  pass  one looped enc l  o f  the

catapult  rubber behind the stanchion enlarging the loop so that the

reeL rv i l l  pass  th rough i t .  S t re tch  the  o ther  loop and pass  i t

beh ind  the  f ron t  s t ru t  o f  the  pushp i t  and fas ten  i t  w i th  a  lanyard .

4



The ree l  shou ld  be  pos i t ioned in  the  midc i le  o f  the  s t re tcnea

rubber  r :h ich  shou ld  be  t igh t  enough to  suppor t  i t  i f  there  is

ar ty  sag shor ten  the  rubber .  The sheave is  a t tached to  the  toe  ra i l

immedia te ly  be lo r ,v  the  r€€1.

To r ig  the  fu r l ing  l ine  you ro ta te  the  ree l  about  85  revo lu t ions

(c rea t ing  enough tens ion  to  rv ind  a l . l  the  l ine  on  the  ree l  w i th

some tens ion  in  reseFV€) .  Thread the  l j -ne  th rough the  sheave

and then in to  a  ho le  in  one o f  the  drun  d iscs  and secure  i t  l v i th

a  s t o p p e r  k n o t .

I io ld ing  the  l ine  on  the  fo r rvard  s ide  or  the  sheave,  g radua l ly

re lease i t  so  tha t  the  drum r ,v i l1  r ,v ind  a l l  the  surp lus  on  to  the

drum.

' . r -he  
ree l  i s  no i , . '  r igged ready  fo r  usc .

i -e te r  g , ia le r  :  J lv i f t  174

lJNE

611$ftNce CA.EAff

Rwo 145 sltEAVE WrrH SWTVEL

W ?sz.L- RreerNG
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4 - 2 A SI]PER-CTMAP SELF STEERING ARRANGEITIENT

Take 2 metres of  lOmm bungee and,  wi th a s imple overhand knot ,  make a loop

in each end.  Hook each loop over  a stern moor ing c leat  s t retching the bungee

ac ross  the  cockp i t  be low  the  t i l l e r .

Screw a smal1 c leat  under the t i l ler  some dis tance forward of  your  s t retched

bungee .  The  c lea t  shou ld  be  chosen  o f  a  s i ze  t ha t  w i l l  t r ap  t he  bungee

between the unders ide of  the t i l ler  and the forward prong (or  horn i f  we

a re  t o  be  pedan t i c )  o f  t he  c l ea t .  T r i a l  and  e r ro r  w iL l  de te rm ine  the  bes t

pos i t i on  f o r  t he  c l - ea t  and  the  twang  fac to r  o f  t he  bungee .

You  w i l - l -  know tha t  t he  he fm i s  ve ry  sens i t i ve  t o  t i l l e r  pos i t i on  and  we igh t

red i s t r i bu t i on  w i th in  t he  boa t  and  some de l i ca te  ad jus tmen ts  a re  necessa rv

i f  , , ^ , ,  * 1 ^ -  ^ - . .ra  JUu  p f , d r r  a r r y  g rea t  d i s tance  una t tended .  Wha t  t he  sys tem does  p rov iae  i s

ve ry  s imp le  on /o f f  ope ra t i on  and  the  f l ex ib i l i t y  t o  "nudge"  subs tan t i - aJ - l y

w i thou t  d i sengag ing .  I t  i s  ve ry  use fu l  when  sho r t  o r  s i ng le  handed  fo r

ho i -d ing  cou rse  wh i l e  you  so r t  ou t  wa rps  and  fende rs  o r  t ake  a  peek  a t  t he

cha r t .  The  reco rd  so  fa r  i - s  20  m inu tes  w i t hou t  ad i r ; s tmen t  w i t h i n  t he

B e a u l i e u  R i v e r .

Cos t  -  abou t  f 2  and  two  m inu tes  wo rk l
J i m  C r i c k

S 0  6 5  S i l v e r  L i n i n o

I  nea r l y  bough t  an  Au to  He lm  a t  t he  Sou thampton  Boa t  Show -  bu t  dec ided

tha t  r  wou ld  t r y  ou t  you r  a r rangemen t  f l r s t  J im .  r t  ce r ta in l y  w i l l  be

a  l o t  cheape r  I  I
E D .

4.3 I{AIN HATYARD TENSIONING

Having read the comments on swigging the halyard,  m?y I  suggest  an

a l t e rna t i ve  me thod  fo r  boa ts  w i t h  ad jus tab le  boom goosenecks .

s imp ly  s l i de  t he  gooseneck  up  the  t rack  as  h lgh  as  i t  w j -1 r  go .  Hau l  t he

sa i l  up  t o  t he  t op  mark  and  make  fas t  t he  ha l ya rd .  Then  pu l l  down  on  the

boom to  ge t  t he  requ i red  J .u f f  t ens ion ,  a l l ow ing  the  l ock ing  p in  t o  l oca te

in  t he  nea res t  ho le  i n  t he  sooseneck  t rack .

P p J -  e n  f l i  a n a n

Z

SO I74  Fun t ime



4 . 4

Swi f t  218 Coekp i t  s la ts
- - - - - t - - -

As being the new ovner cf  swlf t  z1B, brougnt f rorn i r . r  a ly l rs
IdiLler th is Augustr  rw f i rst  J.npro' , ienent was a cockpi t
g ra t ing .  shou ld  o ther  Swi f t les  be  in te res ted  oe ta i l s  a re
a s  f o l l o w s .

cocKPIT GRATING (SO 218)

| 40' :J

TO NE CUT TO
TiiKtr AFPROPRIaTE
EirGIirE CL,AIf^P

A  2 n  h o l e  t o  b e
cut out to take
main  sheet  anchor

kf l L "  l
t-r-

t-.-j t "  x  a"  p lough groove
to prevent water ly ing

tur-AIXRIAIS:

Teak or Afromosa and

coated .  w i th  teak  o i1 .

JUTTI } IG

1 off

3  o f f

t  o f f

I T S T :

4 0 "  x

4 0 ' r  x

2 2 ' t  x

t " x
1 *  x

1 t  x

E
+

+



4 . 5  W e  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  u s e ' L i t t l e  W i n g ' v e r y  m u c h  d u r j - n g  t h e

last  two years,  but  I  have rnade a couple of  modi f icat lons which may be of

i n t e r e s t .

I  have never  l iked the hasp and staple and padlock to secure the washboards,

s o  I  h a v e  d i s p o s e d  o f  t h e s e  a n d  f i t t e d  a ' d r a w e r  l o c k '  t o  t h e  t o p  b o a r d . N o

more  secu re ,  bu t  a  l o t  nea te r ,  and  i n  use ,  I  canno t  l ock  myse l f  ou t  -  t he

key  i s  needed  to  l ock  up .  No  more  snapp i -ng  the  pad lock  and  rea l i s i ng  t ha t

the key is  hanging up over  the stovel

Second l y ,  when  mo to r i ng  i n  c rowded  mar inas ,  o r  when  a t  r es t ,  t he  ma inshee t

i n  t he  m idd le  o f  t he  cockp i t  i s  r a the r  a  nu i sance ,  so  I  f i t t ed  a  l a rge  shack le

and a t i l ler  rope spr i -ng to i t  so i t  can be unhooked f rom the f loor  and put

out  of  the way very quick ly .  The spr ing acts as a shock absorber  in  the

case  o f  an  i nvo lun ta ry  gybe ,  i t  i s  a l so  ve ry  i n te res t i ng  as  i t  ac t s  as  a

v i s i b l e  s t ra in  gauge  i n  t he  ma inshee t .

I  m a d e  a  s m a l - L  r a c k  t o  h o l d  s i x  ( 5 O m 1 .  p l a s t i c )  b o t t l e s ,  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e

loca l  chemis t .  Each  ho lds  j us t  t he  r i gh t  amoun t  (Yamaha  -  1OO:1 )  o f  o11  fo r

a  6  l i 1 - n o  n a f n n l- -  - *  c a n .

I  have a l -so been exper iment ing wl th my t ra i ler .  The exis t ing ax l -e beam

( r u b b e r  s u s p e n s i o n  t y p e )  h a s  b e e n  r e p J - a c e d  w i t h  a ' d e a d '  a x l e  w i t h o u t

sp r i ng ing .  The  o r i g i na l -  t r a i l e r  i s  now a  l aunch ing  t ro l l ey  -  no  more  se i zed

brake gear or  co l lapsing wheel  bear ings -  which for  road use ls  wi -nched up

on  to  a  s imp le  'A '  f r ame  t ra i l e r .  I  sha l l  be  i n te res ted  to  hea r  i f  anv

other  owners have done any work a long the same l ines.

J im  Pe r re t t

SO 42  L i t t l e  W ing

Any  Techn i ca l  I n fo rma t i on  a lways  app rec ia ted .

I

A l  a n  M u n n h v  T c r : h n i c a f  E d i t o r
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